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Now that the recent battles in the violent Pacific are over, now 
that the Japanese Empire has collapsed, thoughts arc turning 
toward the future, in anxiety for a lasting peace — and toward 
the past, to ascertain the factors which contributed totv'ard the 
conflict. Part of this trend is an inquiry through the fogs of 
prejudice and propaganda into historical events in an attempt 
to assess responsibility for aggression and war. This is more 
than a futile indoor sport. It is part of the human quest for 
morality and law among nations. More narrowly it becomes 
an intellectual form of national defense. 

Let us take, for example, the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. It was "unprovoked,” says the official statement of 
the United States government. "We cannot agree,” say the 
dissenters, including presumably most of seventy-five million 
Japanese, “what about the A-B-C-D blockade of Japan in 
August before that fateful December 7th ? That was a declara- 
tion of white warfare.” 

“But the blockade was long delayed j it was described as 
a measure ‘short of war,’ and it was provoked by Japanese 
aggression as far as Indo-China. , , .” And so the debate turns 
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to the history of the basic issues of the war and the growth of 
national policies. Pressed backward through nine decades of 
American-Japanese relations the protagonists face each other, 
still in disagreement, over the nature and consequences of the 
United States naval expedition under Commodore Matthew 
C. Perry which reopened Japan to intercourse with the West. 
Was it, as Perry himself and most of his countrymen have 
since maintained, a friendly mission with objectives beneficial 
to Japan as well as to occidental commerce,? Or was it a 
modified naval invasion of Japanese security, resulting in a 
semi-colonial status from which Japan could escape only by 
adopting the power-policies of the aggressors? 

The letters here published provide evidence on this issue. 
They furnish eye-witness accounts of the attitudes of ordinary 
and official Japanese meeting the first American merchants, 
sailors, and naval officers who followed Perry to 'test the 
effectiveness of his Treaty of Kanagawa (March 31, 18/4), 
which had opened the ports of Shimoda and Hakodat6 for 
limited trade. Indeed, this was one of the primary objectives 
set by the Navy Department for the major but undeservedly 
forgotten United States Surveying Expedition to the North 
Pacific Ocean. 

Not only was this expedition instructed by Secretary of the 
Navy John P. Kennedy to implement the recent treaty; it was 
also to chart trans-Pacific routes over which steamships might 
soon churn from booming San Francisco around the Great 
Circle to Asia or directly to the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii), 
to seclusive Nagasaki (where coal was said to abound), and on 
to bustling Shanghai. Moreover, the rugged Japanese archi- 
pelago together with the island chains to south and north 
were hazardous for the hundreds of whaling ships which 
hunted in these waters as far north as the Bering Sea. Lieu- 
tenant Matthew Pnotame Mauiy of the National Obscrvatoi^’ 
had recently charted a course by which scores of merchantmen 
plying between California and the Far East could reduce the 
time of pass.'ige by one week. Agitation by American mcr- 
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chants and their captains Jed Secretary WilJiam A. Graham, 
Kennedy’s predecessor, to state in a letter to the Speaker of 
the Senate (April 5, 1852) that in addition to the Perry 
expedition, then being prepared, another force should be dis- 
patched to explore \s*atcrs around and north of China and 
Japan, v?hich were becoming “every day of more and more 
importance.” The appropriating House was similarly urged 
and on August 31, 1852, responded by allocating $I25,CXX3 
“for prosecuting a survey and reconnaissance for naval and 
commercial purposes, of such parts of Behrings Straits, of the 
North Pacific Ocean and of the China Seas, as are frequented 
by American whaleships and by trading vessels in their routes 
between the United States and China.” 

Five ships were commissioned for the enterprise, and since 
the letters presented here were written aboard three of them, 
we may pause for descriptions. Flagship of this expedition, as 
of that better known venture to the Antarctic and Pacific 
(1838-42) under Lieutenant Charles Wilkes, was the 700- 
ton sloop-of-war Vincennes. In her quarter century of service 
she had frequently carried her eighteen guns into Far Eastern 
seas.’ The bark-rigged tender John Honeoeky two guns, was 
the only steamer in the squadron.* A 350-ton merchantman 
was purchased at New York and converted into a naval store- 
ship renamed the John P. Kennedy.* When new, the brig 
Porpoise had circumnavigated the globe on the Wilkes expe- 
dition under Cadwalader Ringgold, who now commanded the 
surveying squadron. She displaced 224 tons and carried ten 
guns with a crew of eighty.* Last and smallest was the 95-ton 
schooner Fenimore Cooper, which sailed as a tender. 

* Length between perpendlculan: 117 feetj beam moulded: 33 feet, 9 inches, 
depth of hold; 15 feet, 6 inches, maximom draft: 16 feet, 6 inches. 

*Length: 151 feet, beam: aa feet, depth: 14 feet, cost; $tia,56o.84. 

Her bow had been inscribed Sea NymfJi. She cost the Navy iay.ooo. In 
June 1854, the Join P, Kennedy was undergoing repairs at Hongkong, in 
August she was detached from the surveying expedition and stationed near Can- 
ton, where she remained until October i«5j. In the next month she was sold for 
$10,000. 

* Length: 88 feet, beam: 15 feet, depth: 11 feet. 
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Scientific observations were to be major activities for both 
expeditions: the surveying venture was timed so as to supple- 
ment the diplomatic mission under Perry. Both recruited 
personnel from scientists who had charted the Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts of the United States and had served in waters off 
every continent. Lieutenant John M. Brooke, as astronomer 
for the North Pacific expedition, also employed the sounding 
lead which had proved effective in preparing the route for the 
trans-Atlantic cablej off Japanese shores it brought up samples 
of ocean floor from depths as great as 3,500 fathoms.® 

Scientists with both squadrons borrowed instruments and 
libraries from the National Observatory. They became famil- 
iar with the discoveries of such navigators as Krusenstern, 
Golovnin, Broughton, and La Perousej they also learned of 
the experiences of that succession of physicians and agents who 
had served the Dutch commercial monopoly on the guarded 
islet of Deshima in Nagasaki Bay. There, since 1641, only 
Netherlanders of all Westerners had been permitted by the 
Tokugawa shogunate to trade. Engelbrecht Kaempfer, Carl 
Peter Thunberg, Isaac Titsingh, Hendrick Doeff, J. F. van 
O. Fischer, G. F. Meylan, and J. P. F. von Siebold had pro- 
vided much Information. The last mentioned had smuggled 
out of Deshima a copy of Ind Chukei’s famous map of Nippon, 
which had been engraved in 1823} copies of this aided the 
Americans. 

Commander Ringgold was also supplied with a 4^0-page 
treatise on commercial and scientific aspects of the Far East 
which had been compiled by Aaron H. Palmer, a promoter 
and commission merchant of New York. In addition, both 
he and Perry received copies of a letter penned by Com- 
mander James Glynn in 1850 after his warship, the Preble, 
had rescued American whalingmcn who had been stranded 
in Japan. It read in part: 

* Americans aireadf were proposing a trans-Pacific cable which, with pro- 
jected telegraph lines across Sikria, would girdle the globe with telecom- 
munications. 
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There is a portion of the ocean indosed by lines drawn from Cape 
Awa, the South-eastern point of Japan, Southerly to the Bonin 
Islands; thence to the Southern point of Formosa; then from the 
Northern point of Formosa to Cape Gotto, and along the Southern 
shore of Japan, which offers an interesting field for original discovery, 
or a re-survey by the improved means of the present day, and which 
assumes an uncommon interest to the people of the United States, 
when taken in connection with the probability that it will soon become 
the preferred route of the immense commerce that is now anticipated 
to grow up between the Eastern Coasts of Asia and the Western coast 
of America. . . . Within this defined space, too, will probably be 
found the most dcarable Depot for coals, when a line of Steamers is 
established between China and California.* 


Secretary’ Kennedy further explained to Ringgold that his 
expedition was “not for conquest but discovery. Its objects 
are all peaceful, they are to extend the empire of commerce 
and of science} to dimmish the hazards of the ocean. . . 
Force might be utilized only in self-defense or in the protec- 
tion of the squadron’s property.’ The public and press fell to 
speculating about the possible influence of this new project: it 
might hasten, a Pacific steamship line and assert American 
interests in the Hawaiian Kingdom; added to Perry’s squad- 
ron it might form a fleet of sixteen or seventeen warships and 
a total force of perhaps four thousand men. 

Cadwalader Ringgold and his command of five ships sailed 
from Hampton Roads on June ii, 1853. Keeping fairly well 
together, they stopped at the Madeira and Cape Verde Islands 
en route to the African Cape and Simons Bay. "Weighing an- 
chors in late October to early November, the vessels parted 
the flagship with the Porpoise sailing parallel courses across 
the Indian Ocean and around southern Australia to Sydney, 
arriving on the day after Christmas.* About the same time, the 


« Written to 'Thoma* Ap. Cstesby Jones, Commodore of the Pacific Squadron 
**• PociHc SguaJr^ Lrurrl 

* Secretary Kennedy to Commander Wacgold, Washington, Februarv ,s 
>853. >n Con^ential LtUtrt, Ko. 3 (February 1, 18^3— October t? iT 
pp. n-jt (MS). '* *S7^» 

‘The Porfoiie usually ran between the south latitudes jg* and 45* and 
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other three vessels arrived at Batavia, Java, via the Sunda 
Strait. The first four months of the new year (1854) were 
spent by the Hancock and Kennedy charting the Caspar and 
Karimata Straits and the archipelagoes between Java and 
Singapore. From that British base, they reached Hongkong 
late in May. The Coofer worked more directly northward 
through minor archipelagoes and the South China Sea, arriv- 
ing at the rendezvous nearly a month later. The two vessels 
from Sydney had made Hongkong by March 1 7th to 20th. 
Both had sailed through the Coral Seaj the Vincennes, farther 
east, visited the Santa Cruz Islands while thcPorpoise rounded 
the eastern end of New Guinea. Each passed through the 
Carolines and touched atCuam before heading for Hongkong 
via the Bashee group. 

The ensuing year was marked by delays and confusion in 
the squadron. When Perry^s mission in January had made its 
second departure for Edo (now Tokyo) Bay, the Commodore 
had left few vessels to protect American interests along the 
Chinese coasts from disorders accompanying the T^ai P’ing 
Rebellion. So, after repairs, the storeship JohnP, Kennedy 
joined the East India Squadron and was stationed at Canton. 

Disease and liquor were demoralizing the crews and com- 
mand. Ringgold himself was attacked by a fever which caused 
a temporary mental break-down, and for a time there was 
chaos in administration of the expedition. In August i8?4 a 
board of naval physicians, acting under Commodore Perry’s 
directive, declared Ringgold unfit for active service; his 
duties devolved upon Lieutenant John Rodgers, who left the 
John Hancock to Lieutenant Henry K. Stevens In order to 
assume flag duties aboard the Vincennes after August nth. 

At this point the letters become interesting, and now for the 
first time a selection of them b published. Since reports on 
voyages ^ye^e occasiDnaJJy deJayed, tkeir sequence has some- 
times been slightly altered for the sake of a smoother narra- 


puwd through Bau Strait, the preferred the courre between 4a* and 

50 5' and tailed touth of Tasmania. 




tlve. Because the principal reports which compose our story 
were written by the four commanders, John Rodgers, Henry 
Stevens, William Gibson, and John Brooke, it is appropriate 
to pause for comment on their experience. 

John Rodgers was born in Maryland on August 8, 1812. 
He joined the Navy at the age of sixteen, and before serving 
with the North Pacific expedition he had been attached twice 
to the Mediterranean Squadron, once to the Brazil Squadron, 
and three times to coastal surveys. He later served with dis- 
tinction in the Ciril War; as a rear-admiral he commanded 
the Asiatic Fleet in 1870-72, and in 1877 he was appointed 
Superintendent of the National Observatory, where he died 
on May 5, 1882. The frontispiece shows Rear Admiral John 
Rodgers later in life. From this portrait, but still more from 
his letters, we can believe the comments of his contemporaries: 
that he combined the traits of aggressive vigor, tenacity, and 
ambition with frankness, patience, and calm judgment.* 
Henry K. Stevens was born in Connecticut on October 17, 
1824. He was.appointed as a midshipman from Florida when 
still under fifteen years of age. Before assignment to the ex- 
ploring expedition, he had served twice with the Pacific and 
twice with the Brazil Squadron. While still a lieutenant he 
joined the Confederate States Navy in i86i. 

William Gibson (1825-1887) was born in Baltimore and 
at the age of sixteen, was appointed from Pennsylvania as a 
midshipman. Before serving under Ringgold and Rodgers, he 
had cruised with United Slates squadrons off Brazil and in the 
Mediterranean i from 1849 1852 he had been engaged 

with the Coast Survey. After returning from the North Pacific 
' Gibson spent two years in Washington organizing materials' 
and in 1859 after another expedition to Paraguay he returned 


• See in obituary in the /frmy tfWii JoamaZ (May ,3 ,88,^ 

J. llusseU Soley, “Rear-Admiral John Rodgers, President of the Naval Tn.»;* 

tute, 1879-81,” NitfeZ Proceedingr, Vin, No. 1 (t88a^ on 

aSj, Asaph Hall, “Biographical Memoir of John Rodgers, 
tional Academy of Seienees, BhgrafMcal Memoiri, VI (1909) pn * 
DiV/iofwry of American Bhsrafhy, 2 m , pp. 77.79, two memoranda 
0 £ 5 ce of Naval Records and Library, The National Archives. 
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to this scientific work. During the Civil War he served in the 
United States Navy, and before retirement in 1 8 8 7, he worked 
at the Hydrographic Office as a full commander.'" 

John M. Brooke was probably the most distinguished naval 
scientist on the expedition; at least he ultimately won high 
distinction. Phases of his career will be described elsewhere in 
these pages, so a few supplementary facts will here suffice. 
Brooke was born in Floriii on December 18, iSad, but he 
was appointed a midshipman from Virginia in 1841. He had 
served with the Pacific, Brazil, Mediterranean, and African 
Squadrons before being assigned to the Vincennes for survey- 
ing in the North Pacific. He had also worked on the Coast 
Survey and for more than a year at the Naval Observatory. 

Early in September, 1854 (just after Ringgold’s departure 
from Hongkong on the steamer Susquehanna) y the Hancock) 
often towing the Coopery was assigned to carry Commissioner 
Robert M. McLane and Secretary of the Legation Dr. Peter 
Parker from Shanghai to negotiations in North China where 
they, together with British and French representatives, in- 
tended to ask for revision of the treaties with China signed m 
1842-44. Visiting Foochow, Shanghai, and arriving at the 
mouth of the Pciho on October 15th, the vessels anchored for 
several days until the envoys were officially received. So 
unsatisfactory were the negotiations that the commissioners 
became convinced that only military force could improve their 
status in relations with the Middle Kingdom.” The com- 
manders of the American steamer and schooner found oppor- 
tunities to sound around the mouths of the Min, Huangp’u, 
Yangtze, Yellow, and Pei rivers; they also reconnoitered in 
the Gulf of Pechfhli. After returning their charges to Shang- 

Biographical information on Stfvciu and Gibson haj been taken from 
memoranda secured in the Office of Naval Record* and Library, The National 
Archive*. 

This information was also obtained from a memorandum secured from the 
Office of Naval Records and Library, as well as from the article on John M. 
Brooke in the Dictionary of Amfricon Bhgrafiy, ftl, pp. 

•* Cf. H. B. Morse and H. F. MacNair, Far Eastrm Inlernalionat Riiations. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 19)1, pp. >58-159. 
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hai, they struck out for northern Formosa, examined sections 
of that island’s eastern coast, cspeciaUy some coal mines m the 
region, and found the flagship safe at Hongkong m mid- 
February 1855. ... 

The Porpoise and Vhtcetwes also had weighed anchor at 
Hongkong in the previous September. Commander Rodgers 
last saw the gallant brig as they passed between Formosa and 
the mainland on September 21st. Her loss, probably in an 
October typhoon, left three vessels in the expedition. The 
flagship explored the Bonin (Ogasawara) and nearby Coffln 
Islands before turning westward to Naha, which had been a 
secondary base for Perry. Failing to meet the Porpoise^ Rodg- 
ers continued to chart single islands and groups between Great 
Liu Ch’iu (Oldnawa) and the Bay of Kagoshima, an indenta- 
tion of the main southern Japanese island of KyDshQ. Here, 
off the town of Yamaga\va, he addressed an amusing letter to 
a hypothetical Nipponese “Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs,” explaining why Americans now found it imperative 
to examine the coasts of Japan and, in the manner of Perry, 
promising to renew these investigations in the ensuing season. 

Back in Hongkong (by January 30, 1855), Commander 
Rodgers studied charts made by Perry’s draftsmen and for- 
warded some from his own squadron to Washington. He was 
preparing for major operations: the charting of both coasts of 
Japan and explorations northward into Bering Sea and along 
the Aleutians. A brig named Greta from Hamburg was char- 
tered for $5,000 to carry coal and provisions to the northern 
Japanese treaty-port and squadron rendezvous of Hakodate, 
on the island of Ezo (Hokkaido), Her captain was directed to 
fly the American flag in Japanese waters. 

Late in February 1855 the John Hancock steamed from 
Hongkong on the real adventure, to be followed in order by 
the schooner and the flagship by early April. This book con- 
tains the principal reports from the ships* commanders to 
Flag-Officer Rodgers, and from him to Secretary of the Navy 
James C. Dobbin. Although they tell a fairly well connected 
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narrative, still it will be helpful here to outline the cruise and 
to supplement the accounts of certain episodes. Bcausc many 
geographical names in this region were often arbitrarily as- 
signed by self-confident occidental explorers, and many have 
since been changed, it has been necessary to identify places 
mentioned in these dispatches by reference to charts of Perry’s 
expedition” and to the large charts from the Ringgold- 
Rodgers squadron which recently have bcerf transferred from 
the Navy’s Hydrographic Office to the Division of Maps and 
Charts in The National Archives. It is interesting to find these 
Americans of nearly a century ago exploring islands, such as 
Okinawa and Ic, which figured so prominently in the final 
stages of the recent war. 

Lieutenant H. K. Stevens in the Hancock continued chart- 
ing the eastern coast of Formosa before proceeding to Naha 
and from there to the Montgomery Islands slightly to the 
northwest. Acting Lieutenant William Gibson took the 
Cooper further to investigate the Amaklrima group to the 
southwest of Great Liu Ch’iu. On April 27th the squadron 
cleared Naha harbor. The Fenhnore Cooper left Its com- 
panions and proceeded to locate rocks and to chart insular 
shores in the direction of Kyushu. Bearing westward of that 
large island, the schooner’s crew surveyed the Goto Islands 
and others extending up to the island of Iki. Thus a succes- 
sion of major channels was investigated. The Americans 
passed Hirado, the island on which the Dutch, English, and 
Portuguese had traded early in the seventeenth century be- 
fore the Japanese Edict of Exclusion. On sailed the little 
craft through the Tsushima Strait (Krusenstern’s) which 
separates Kyushu and Honshu fyom Tsushima and Korea. 
Her scientists marked locations along the abrupt western 
coast of Nippon and were able to correct the maps of von 

tfarralhe of the Exf edition of Ja American Squadron to the China Seas 
and lafan , . . Under the Command of Commodore M. C. Perry . . . > vol. IIj 
Waihington, A. O. P. Nicholson, 185S, map ippendiccj, espec. one entitled 
*'Chart of the Coast of China and of the Japan Islands . . . Lieuts. W. L. 
Maury and S. Bent. . . , 1*55.” 
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Siebold and Raper. They scouted around the Oki Islands, the 
Noto Peninsula, and the island of Sado. They passed through 
the Strait of Sangar (Tsugaru) and on June 6th rejoined the 
squadron at Hakodate.^* 

Meanwhile the Hancock and Vincennes had pushed north- 
ward to Oshima, one island of several with this name, 
Vf’hich lies nearly halfway between Great Liu Ch’iu and the 
southern tip of Kyushu. After completing surveys of its per- 
imeter and magnificent bay, they struck out for the treaty- 
port of Shimoda, skirting on the way the capes of Shikoku, 
and both arriving on May 1 3th. 

Rodgers’ negotiations with the Governors of Shimoda 
were conducted through the interpreter, Hori Tatsunosuke, 
who was studying English with the aid of a Noah Webster 
dictionary donated by the Perry expedition. The right to 
travel on land was insisted upon} when naval men and officers 
found themselves hampered in their walks, they sometimes 
turned roughly on their guards. By request a bazaar such as 
Perry’s crews had patronized was opened} the Americans 
were surprised to see prices marked in Arabic figures. Lieu- 
tenant Alexander W. Habersham noticed the relatively low 
value of gold and discerned an opportunity for speculation — 
a differential which later foreign exporters of the metal were 
to utilize. He and his associates believed that the Japanese 
had signed a treaty only to avoid hostilities and that it would 
require a “good filibusters’ drubbing” to induce them to ob- 
serve it in good faith. He was aware of a Japanese profit of 
two hundred per cent on transactions, indicating that one dol- 
lar still passed for approximately 1,600 cash, as had been the 
exchange rate during Perry’s visits,’* 

Although the Governors of Shimoda refused to sanction a 
visit of the lohn Hancock to nearby Heda, she nevertheless 


** For th« charted route of tW» voyage, w a chart-map entitled “West C 
of Nippon, Northern Part,” in the Division of Maps and Charts, The 

T*. N.rli PacifeSurerfi^s PhiUdrfphi. T H 

LippmeottA Co., 1S57, pp. iot, aio-m, 
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sailed for that port, charting the coast around Cape IdzQ and 
into Suruga Bay. Not long previously a Russian frigate, the 
had been spun by a tidal ^vavc and had foundered. 
Her crew had sought refuge in Heda from the British and 
French, with whom their country was at war. Soundings 
proved that harbor to be superior to Shimoda, and the 
cock^s Crew returned to the treaty-port with criticism of Com- 
modore Perry’s judgment. 

So fog- and rockbound is much of the coast from Edo Bay 
northeastward that Commander Rodgers favored sending a 
launch to trace the shore at dose range. He was referred to 
Edo (or Yedo, present T6k>'o), the shogunal capital, for 
authority to execute this venture and to carry on the opera- 
tions of the larger vessels around Ezo. This time Rodgers 
was prepared with a more remarkable letter to the “Hon- 
ourable Secretary of State of the Empire of Japan.” It had 
been translated into Dutch and Chinese. Nevertheless, the 
two warships left Shimoda toward the end of May without 
offidal permission, leaving the Vincennes Junior to chart 450 
miles of rugged coastline.'* 

One of the most daring exploits in the annals of naval ex- 
ploration was the vojTige of these fifteen men in an open craft. 
Lieutenant Brooke, who commanded them, put his famous 
sounding lead to effective use. Edward M. Kern, an artist 
who had accompanied Fremont on one of his expeditions, 
went along to draw contours and to sketch the topography. 
By repeatedly camping on shore the Americans strained the 
interpretation of the provision in Perry’s treaty which per- 
mitted vessels in emergency to find haven in non-treaty-ports. 
The Vincennes Junior reached Hakodate safely in early June 
with exciting stories and valuable information. 

During the next three weeks the crews busied themselves 
surveying, and with purchasing coal, foodstuffs, and souve- 

For the launch’s route, see the chart-map entitled “East Coast of N^pon. 
Empire of Japan, Shimoda to Hakodatii,” in the Division of Maps and Charts, 
The National Archives. 

I 14 ] 



nirs. Both at Shimoda and Hakodate Commander Rodgers 
became unexpectedly involved with the governors over the 
problems of American residence and trade under the Treaty 
of Kanaga^\'a. Indeed, only fifteen day’s after Perry’s final 
departure from Shimoda, the Lady Pierce, a clipper from the 
Golden Gate, owned by Silas E. Burrows, had appeared in 
Edo Bay with presents for shogunal officials and bringing 
one or two Japanese who had been rescued at sea. Her Cap- 
tain Burr had been turned back to Shimoda, Subsequently, on 
March 15, 1855, a fortnight before treaty rights could be 
fully invoked at Shimoda, the Caroline E. Foote anchored 
there. She had been chartered by William C. Reed and T. T. 
Dougherty at Honolulu with the encouragement of the 
American commissioner and consul.” Clearing on February 
1 3th, she had sailed with a cargo of ships* chandlery to supply 
forty whalers whose captains exported to outfit at Hakodate 
in the following season. 

Shortly after her arrival, the Caroline E. Foote had been 
chartered by the stranded Russians for the first of two con- 
templated voyages to safety at Petropavlovsk. Dougherty 
had accompanied Captain A. J. Worth on this trip, while 
application for residence on shore had been successfully made 
for Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Reed and their two children, Mr, 
and Mrs. H. H. Doty, Mrs. Worth, and Messrs. Edward A. 
Edgerton, William E. Bidleman, and Horace W. Peabody. 
The Japanese had been as curious to see the alien women and 
children as they were reluctant to receive them on shore. 
These self-styled “American pioneers in Japan” were housed 
in two temples near Shimoda in the village of Kakizaki 
where later Townsend Harris, the first American consul- 
general to Japan, came to reside in August 1856. 

When the Vincennes and Hancock arrived at Shimoda on 
May 13th, protests concerning restrictions and an official Jap- 
anese order to depart as soon as possible were lodged with 
Rodgers. All he could do here and at Hakodate was to Icc- 

David L. Grtgg and D. A. Ogden, mpectively. 
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turc the governors on the sanctity of treaties and to proclaim 
the aggressive doctrine that when “a treaty gives a thing, it 
gives every thing which is necessary to the enjoyment of the 
thing given.” Furthermore, he warned and even threatened 
concerning the serious consequents which could result from 
American unfriendliness. He promised to provide his gov- 
ernment with the correspondence of the controversy} the 
matter actually was referred to the new Commodore of the 
East India Squadron, Joel Abbott, and to the Navy Depart- 
ment. 

Not until the squadron’s appearance at Shimoda was Reed 
able to secure on credit a cargo of rice, silks, lacquer ware, and 
assorted novelties valued at 5,000. The American civilians 
immediately became overbearing and threatened their un- 
willing hosts with naval reprisals and even with an expedition 
of filibusters from California. When the Carolina E, Foote 
returned to Shimoda in the third week of May, she did not 
transport the second group of Russians to Siberia for fear of 
capture by a British man-of-war. Instead she was loaded for 
Hakodati, whither Commander Rodgers agreed to deliver in 
advance Reed’s and Dougherty’s request for the privileges of 
residence, trade, and rental of a warehouse for the chandlery. 

While Rodgers was anxious to secure residence ashore for 
merchants, he was embarrassed and irritated by two other 
alleged Americans who arrived on the clipper brig Leveret^ 
having cleared from Honolulu in March of that year. This 
pair came to establish a grogshop for visiting seamen, but 
when refused a permit, they began to sell to sailors of the 
squadron. Rodgers forced them to leave on the Caroline E. 
Foote which, on June 27th, sailed for San Francisco via Shi- 
moda and Guam. 

Upon returning to California, Bidleman and Doty filed in 
a United States district court a protest under Articles IV and 
V of the Treaty of Kanagawa. The partners Reed and Dough- 
erty complained of their loss in a memorandum addressed to 
Secretary of State William L. Marcy. In these statements and 
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in reports to the press these disgruntled merchants were in 
substantial agreement with Rodgers* dispatches to Secretary 
Dobbin. In their opinion the Japanese should not only be 
compelled by naval demonstrations to fulfill the agreements 
already conduded, but a new commercial treaty should be 
negotiated, with naval pressure if necessary. It would be more 
effective if this instrument could be signed at Edo and its 
commercial provisions published throughout the empire. It 
should stipulate a more equitable ratio of currency exchange 
and permit individual transaaions between American and Jap- 
anese merchants. Consular agents should be admitted at 
treaty-ports and better harbors should be opened for trade. 
Finally, it was proposed that a respectable squadron should 
patrol Japanese waters until such a commercial agreement 
could be tested. Most of these suggestions were carried out by 
Townsend Harris and the United States Navy during the 
ensuing four years. 

But the government in Washington did not join in the 
fulminations of journals like the Son Francisco Daily Herald 
which denounced the "perfidious Japanese,” declaring that 
in espousing the cause of American merchants the govern- 
ment might more appropriately bombard several towns than 
conciliate differences. And James Gordon Bennett’s New 
York Herald issued a blast under the headlines: 

VERY IMPORTANT FROM JAPAN. 

THE TREATY WITH THE UHITED STATES REPUDIATED 
BY THE JAPANESE. 

AMERICANS NOT ALLOWED TO RESIDE AT THE THREE PORTS. 
TREATIES MADE BY JAPAN WITH RUSSIA, PRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

WHAT WILL THE ADMINIYTRATION DO? “ 

‘•Sflji Franeitco Daily Herald, September i8, 1855. The Nevi York Herald 
October 15, 1855. A R«sso-J»panese treaty, ligned In February ,855, had 
Opened to Runian merchantmen not only Shimoda and Hakodate but alto Naea. 
*aki, where the Dutch had traded. By the mort-favored-nation clause in Se 
Treaty of Kanagawa, access to Nagasaki likewise and automaticallv tv,-,,,.- 
available to American vessels. ^ 
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The expedition’s commanders must have felt a certain re- 
lief in putting to sea from Hakodate on June 28-29, *^ 55 * 
The Vincennes ran along the Kuriles to Petropavlovsk, 
skirted the coast of Siberia to Bering Strait, and there left a 
boat’s crew with Lieutenant Brooke and artist Kern for astro- 
nomical and other observations. Then the flagship pushed 
into the Arctic Ocean to Herald Island and as far north as 
72" 05' in a vain search for Wrangel’s Land. After making 
soundings of particular value to whalers, she returned to pick 
up the party in Bering Strait and proceed with deep-sea 
soundings off the Aleutians on her \ray to San Francisco, 
which ws reached on October 13th. The Fenimore Cooler 
had arrived at the rendezvous two days earlier, having 
charted longer in the Aleutians in search of coal and ne\vs of 
the shipwrecked whaler Monongahela. 

The John Hancock completed her charting of the Strait of 
Sangar and of the northern shores of HonshQj then Lieu- 
tenant Stevens steered up the western coast of Ezo and 
through La Perouse (Soya) Strait. Next he scouted along 
western Sakhalin, recorded the northern approach to the 
Amur River, and charted the northern coast of the Sea of 
Okhotsk and the western coast of Kamchatka. A special search 
for coal in this area had been ordered, but only an inferior 
mine in the northwestern portion of the Kamchatka Penin- 
sula was discovered. In September the steamer terminated 
surveying along Siberian shores and was the last to reach San 
Francisco (October 19th). In addition to their negative re- 
sults, these voyages provided important information about 
the Great Circle route between American ports and the em- 
porla of Eastern Asia. 

All of the expedition’s officers realized that much work re- 
mained to be done in regions they had visited. Stevens re- 
gretted that whalers still were inadequately protected off 
northern Ezo, the Kuriles, and Sakhalin. Rodgers expressed 
to Secretary Dobbin the wish that three oceanic belts between 
San Francisco and Shanghai could be surveyed in preparation 
for vastly expanded trans-Padfic trade by steam and sail. 
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But appropriations were more than exhausted, so the Vin- 
cennes stood out of the Golden Gate on February 2, 1856, 
and after surveys in the Sandwich and Society Islands in 
March and April, Rodgers took her around the Horn and 
made the Brooklyn Navy Yard by mid-July. The Fenimore 
Cooper was placed in ordinary at Mare Jsland, while the 
John Hancock was dispatched to help pacify Indians in the 
Northwest. 

Although our correspondence ends at San Francisco, some 
of the expedition’s scientists were not through with their 
labors. Ringgold had returned to active work in Washington 
on the charts and other records of the squadron. Lieutenants 
Silas Bent and W. L, Maury had been assigned from Perry’s 
mission for similar studies at the National Observatory, 
where a “Japan Expedition Office” was established. They 
were soon joined by Rodgers, John M. Brooke, and William 
Gibson. Although three large volumes were published to 
register the historic and scientific achievements of the Japan 
Expedidon, no comparable work on the Surveying Expedi- 
tion to the North Pacific Ocean ever appeared. Editing and 
compilation were still in progress when Fort Sumter spoke 
Civil War. Rodgers’ contributions did not end until 1866.’* 
Before war swept Lieutenant John Brooke into an infant 
Confederate States Navy, he rendered another service to the 
Union. On April 9, 1858, he was ordered to plan and com- 
mand a surveying cruise for the charting of proposed steam- 
ship routes betw’een California and China. In Washington 
Brooke had met Joseph Hikozo, a Japanese youth who had 
been rescued from a disabled junk and had received an edu- 
cation and baptism in the United States, With Hikozo as 
captain’s clerk, Brooke assumed command of the Fenimore 
Coopery still at Mare Island, and on September 26th they 
sailed. For forty-three day's they sounded along the most fre- 
quented routes toward the Sandwich Islands and China re- 
cording fewer shoals and dangers than existing charts indi- 


U.S. Navy Department, R*fert of the Secretary of the Uav^ 
pp. iS, 4*. ^ 
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cited. From December 29th to February 7th (1859), when 
the expedition returned to Honolulu, surveys and corrections 
were made around the reefs and islands northwest of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom. Hikuzo was released at Honolulu for a 
direct passage to Hongkong, his place being filled by another 
Japanese known as “Tim” by the sailors. On March 9th the 
Fetih/wre Cooper stood southwestward on an irregular course 
taking her to the Ladroncs (Marianas) and other islands 
which were important for guano, for whalers, or as depots or 
hazards for the projected trans-Padfic line. Hongkong har- 
bor was entered on May 19th. 

Brooke then took the Cooper northw'ard to the Liu Ch’iu 
Islands and reached Yokohama on August 13th. Ten days 
later, the schooner was wrecked in a cyclone, but her crew, 
instruments, and records were saved. Provisions on shore 
were made for the stranded expedition, and in February i B60, 
Lieutenant Brooke took passage as naval advisor on the Kan- 
rift MarUi the first Japanese steamer to venture across the 
Pacific.” 

Such is the background of this important Surveying Expe- 
dition to the North Padfic Ocean. From now on let the 
officers give their own accounts. 

ALLAN B. COLE 

Pomona College and 

The Claremont Graduate School , 

On the Brooke expedition, «ee a memorandum in the Office of Naval Rec- 
ords and Library, The National Arebivesi U. S, Stn. Ex, Doc. No. t. Serial 
No. io*s» 36th Cong., lit Sess., pp. 1150-1151. Also see Joseph Heco, T^e Nor- 
raliie of a Jafantse, edited by James Murdoch, I, pp, 157-1581 lyx-iSa, aj*- 
aj9, Yokohama, Yokohama Printing and PuUiUiing Co., Ltd., 189a. See also ' 
National Intelligencer, September 9, 1859. Before World War II, the Menu- 
tnenta Niffontca Monograph Series had contracted to publish Lieutenant 
Brooke’s Journal. 

The editor of this volume takes this opportunity to thank staff members of 
the Office of Naval Records and Library, Navy Department, and of The Na- 
tional Archives, especially in the Division of Maps and Charts, for efficient 
assistance. 

In the letters which follow, the punctuation has been modified slightly for 
ease of reading, but care has been taken not to change the original meaning. 
The original spellings have been retained. 
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Map Kiiintl u«h the letters of 0\e expedinon 



Letters of tlie Surveying Expedition 
to Japan and the North Pacific Ocean 
1853-1856 



Actual Routes Sailed by Vessels of the Expedition 


Initial Letters of Ships; 
Vincennes (V) 

Launch Vincennes Junior (VJ) 
John Hancock (H) 

Porfoise (P) 

John P. Kennedy (K) 


Numbered Locations: 

1. Sydney, Australia 

2. Sunda Strait 

3. Singapore 

4. Hongkong-Canton area 

5. Okinawa (Great Liu 
Ch’iu) 

6. Bonin (Ogasawara) Is- 


lands, including Peel Is- 
land and Port Lloyd 

7. Island of Kyushu 

8. Main Island of Honshu 

9. Yangtze River 

10. Huang (Yellow River) 

11. Pei Ho (North River) 

12. Mouth of Amur River 

13. Treaty Port of Shimoda 

14. Treaty Port of Hakodate 

15. Petropavlovsfc on Kam- 
chatka Peninsula 

16. Leniavine Strait, where 
landing party st 3 )-ed 

17. San Francisco 

18. Kingdom of Hawau 

19. Tahiti 



Letters &c from Commander Johk Rodgers 
Commanding Surveying Expedition 
to North Pacific Ocean, Behring’s Straits 
and China Seas 

U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hong-Kong 

[StcreBrj- oi the Navy James C. Dobbin] August, 185+ 

In consequence of the illness of Captain [Cidwaladcr] 
Ringgold and his condemnation by a board of medical officers, 
the command of the Surveying Expedition, which had been 
entrusted to him, has devolved upon myself. ^ 

From causes various in their nature and which it would 
not be interesting for me to relate, many changes had become 
necessary. While 1 am abundantly able, 1 think, to show full 
cause for the somewhat sweeping hand with which 1 have 
carried out these changes, I hope that 1 may be spared the 
pain of narrating them, since 1 flatter myself, no complaint 
will be made of my action from the gentleman concerned. 

The Store Ship John P, Kennedy, even after the extensive 
repairs put upon her by order of Captain Kinggold, remains 
too much decayed for general sea service — still less fit is she 
for the peculiarly exposed duty to which surveying vessels 
are liable. To have repaired the Kennedy fully would have 
cost no less perhaps than to build a new vessel, while the 

hull, when finished, would have been patch-work 

Coming as I did into a command which had fallen into a 
state of disorganization, my position has been one of trial and 
difficulty. Very fortunately 1 have been able in many things 
to throw myself upon the experience, judgement and good 
offices of Commodore Perry, who has been most kind to me. 
The difficulties have principally been vanquished and the 
future seems bright. I have every thing to hope from the 
zeal and intelligence of the officers who are to cooperate with 
me. The work to be done is pbin, and the rest is easy. 
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I deem that the field 6f the work of the American Survey- 
ing Expedition lies principally in the North Pacific Ocean 
and its bays and inlets. The route between Australia and the 
British possessions in the East is more particularly a British 
interest. No one but ourselves has any desire to survey the 
particular fields of our commercial enterprise. Our ships from 
San Francisco to China and our Whalers in the Pacific, and 
waters which empty into it, whiten the Ocean. For them, if I 
judge rightly, was this expedition fitted out. 

While the field then, which I think allotted to me, is 
broad, it is also well defined} and nothing unknown which I 
can take up in this \’ast theatre is without value and signifi- 
cance to our commercial career. . . , 

The plan which I have selected is the one which upon 
mature consideration appears to offer the greatest results. 
While it seems bold, I think it will escape the imputation of 
rashness. The season at present is too advanced for us to pene- 
trate far North. We shall however find employment in sur- 
veying islands in temperate regions, until the middle of next 
February. We shall then return to this place [Hongkong], 
fill up with provisions and repair the vessels. I propose then 
to start about the first day of March, to carry out the work 
sketched on the accompanying piece of tracing paper, giving 
to each vessel the portion which is there alloted to her. The 
plan is large enough to embrace two seasons. Full justice can 
scarcely be done to it in onej much however can certainly be 
accomplished, but I may have to leave to some more fortunate 
man the honor of perfecting what we have drawn hastily. 

It is reasonable to suppose that you have a solicitude to 
know whet[h]er this opportunity has fallen into fit hands. I 
therefore beg leave to refer to a few friends who, I flatter 
myself, will express the belief that I am not unworthy of 
trial. Having been for some time on the Coast Survey, I beg 
leave to refer to Professor [Alexander D.] Bache for his 
opinions as to my surveying skill. While Professor [Jean L. 
R.] Agassiz knows that I have little acquaintance with the 
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Natural sciences, I am persuaded, he is assured, that I am not 
without interest in them. Lt. Charles Davis, Superintendent 
of the Nautical almanac, will add his testimony that I am not 
absolutely unfit to make or direct the requisite observations 
of the heavenly bodies, and 1 believe that Lt. [Matthew 
F.] Maury will think I am able to comprehend the subjects 
to be effected. An assumption of good temper and of ability 
to deal with men may be made perhaps from the fact that 
I commanded during the Florida w'ar successively the 
“Schooner Wave” and the Brig “Jefferson” for a period of 
nearly three years. For a like time I commanded the “Petrel,” 
the “Hetzel” and then the “Legate” on the Coast survey and 
the “John Hancock” for a year and a half in this expedition. 
While 1 have never had serious difficulty with officer or man 
under my command, nor troubled the Department with 
courts, nor complaints, I have always 1 believe preserved a 
proper measure of discipline and good order. 

Of this I am quite sure: 1 shall not fail because I want 
interest in the things which have fallen to me. 1 have the 
honor to be, Sir 

Your obedient servant, 

John Rodgers 
Lt. Commanding U.S. Surveying 
Expedition to the North Pacific Ocean 

Honorable James C. Dobbin 
Secretary of the Navy of the 
United States 
Washington, D.C. 




[Secretary Dobbin] 
Sir: 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hong-Kong 

September 8th, 1854 


1 have the honor to report that we sail 
prosecution of our duties. , , . 


tomorrow' for the 
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The temper of the officers and crews is excellent. Of their 
abilities no doubt has been expressed. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter of instructions to Lt. 
Commanding H. K. Stevens, a copy of which ^vas sent to 
Acting Lieutenant Commdg. Wm. Gibson of the Schooner 
“Fenimore Cooper” for his guidance in case of separation. 

With this vessel and the “Porpoise” we proceed first to the 
Bonin [Ogasawara] Islands, and then to the Ladrones [Mari- 
anas] , so as to escape in some degree the risk of Ty-foons, so 
probable at this season and so dangerous to a vessel survey- 
ing in confined waters with no known port at hand. To these 
Islands particular attention has been drawn by the instruc- 
tions to Captain Ringgold from the Department. About the 
middle of November we shall close in with the coast of Japan 
and make some examinations of the Islands adjacent to it. 
Much has already been done by Commodore Perry to survey 
these islands and the Bonin Group. By the first or tenth of 
February we shall return to this port, and before the first of 
March I hope to leave here on my way to Behring’s Straits, 
surveying the coasts, bays, harbors and islands on the Asiatic 
shores, advancing continually to the North, as the weather 
grows warmer. At Petropaulowski I propose to establish an 
observatory, upon permission obtained from the proper au- 
thorities and thence to send the “Porpoise” to survey the 
Aleoutian Group and the coast of America to the North 
through Behring’s straits, as far as the circumstances will per- 
mit. In the “Vincennes” I shall keep on the Asiatic shore, as 
less known. 

In St. Lawrence Bay at the entrance of Behring’s straits I 
may leave an officer with a guard, should circumstances war- 
rant it, to make observations there for absolute longitude and 
upon magnetic declination ectr. 

The detail of the vessels for the proposed survey to com- 
mence next February from here was sent to you by last mail. 

Early in November 1855 it is proposed that, having fin- 
ished our work for the whaling interest, all the vessels shall 
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rendezvous in San Francisco, when we shall as soon as possible 
commence the survey of the route between California and 
China and the impediments to navigation in it. . 

The voyage across the Padlic to Hong-Kong will occupy 
some six months, as we shall endeavour to fill up the time for 
which the provisions will last in making as thorough a survey 
as possible. When we arrive in Hong-Kong about April or 
May 1856 , 1 trust we shall have completed our labors. 

I have the honor to be 
very respectfully 

Your obedient servant, 

John Rodgers 

Lt. Commdg. U.S. Surveying 

Honourable James C. Dobbin £xpn. to the North Pacific Ocean 
Secretary of the U.S. Na>7 
Washington, D.C. 



There follows a letter from Commander Rodgers to Lieutenant 
H. K. Stevens, dated September 6, 1854, in which Stevens is in- 
structed to take the steamer John Hancock, totving the schooner 
Fenimore Coofer, to Shanghai, there to meet Robert McLane, Amer- 
ican Commissioner to China, and his Secretary of the Legation, Dr. 
Peter Parker. 

If Messrs. McLane and Parker desired to go northward to the 
mouth of the Peiho for negotiations tvith Chinese authorities, Stevens 
was to convey them. He was to take this opportunity for cursory sur- 
veying of places in the Yellow Sea and in bays and river mouths 
adjacent to it. E^ecially was he to examine the mouth of the Yellow 
River and to search for good harbors on the western coast of Korea. 

The two vessels on their return voyage were to reach Formosa via 
Shanghai and were to survey the eastern coast of that island. At 
Keclung [Ch’i Lung] in northern Formosa the rest of the expedition 
might be met. 

A tixteen-page report on botanical specimens is here omitted. These 
specimens were forwarded from the expedition to the Navy Depart- 
ment in September of 1854. ^ 

Also omitted are the itemized contents of a box of charts and jour 
nals which had been drawn and written under the supervision of 
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Commander Cadwalader RinggoM, the flag officer who prcccde< 
Rodgers. This collection was destined for the Bureau of Ordnanci 
and Hydrography. 

U.S. Ship Vincenne 
Hong-Kong 

[Secretary Dobbin] September 8th, 185^ 

Sir: 

There is reason to believe that coal may be found in the 
Aleutian Islands. 

It is a somewhat delicate matter to judge whetfhjer pru- 
dence would dictate making the examination before permis- 
sion shall be obtained from the Russians or aftenvards. I beg 
leave respectfully to request instructions to be sent to Hong- 
Kong in regard to this point, to meet me here by the first or 
February next, should the Department deem the question 
of moment. 

From a conversation which I had with Lieutenant Maury, 
Superintendent of the National Observatory, before leaving 
the United States, I shall be inclined, should no instructions 
reach me, first to ask permission, as better furthering our 
views. 

1 have the honor to be 
very respectfully 

Your obedient servant, 

John Rodgers 

Lt. Commdg. U.S. Surveying 

Honorable James C. Dobbin Expn. to the North Pacific Ocean 
Secretary of the U.S. Navy 
Washington, D.C. 



A letter, dated December i, 1854, from Acting Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Gibson of the Fenimore Coofer to Lieutenant Henry K. Stevens 
describes the former’s observations during the recent voyage up the 
China coast to Shanghai and then from Shanghai into the Gulf of 
Pechihli with Messrs. McLane and Parker on board. They had sailed 
up the Peiho in the direction of nentsin, ignoring the remonstrances 
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of local mandarins, but, mecUng a boom of boats strung across the 
river, they later dropped dowri stream. They had sighted part of the 
Shantung Peninsula. Wherever they had gone they had sketched 
shorelands and had taken samples of sea bottom. Also they h.id 
observed tides and river mouths. 

In the following letter the more interesting paragraphs will be quoted, 
the rest being abstracted. Commander Rodgers reported that the brig 
Porfohe was overdue and had failed to meet rendezvous either at Port 
Lloyd in the Bonin Islands [Ogasawara-shima] or at Naha, the chief 
port of Great Liu Ch’iu Island, now more commonly called Okinaw-a. 
The commander of the Porfo'ue had been Acting Lieutenant William 
King Bridge. 

Rodgers went on to describe how the Vincennes had recently com- 
pleted a cruise on which her crew had surveyed Rosario and Borodino 
Islands, between the Liu Ch’ius and Bonins. Continuing eastward 
they had reconnoUered in the Coffin Islands, a southward extension 
of the Bonins, and had turned north to chart Port Lloyd. Moreover, 
twenty«two islands west of the Liu Ch’ius had been plotted, and it had 
been found that the island of Yklma, which was placed on most charts 
to the south of the Maikoshima group, had no existence at all. Then 
we come to interesting Information about relations with the Liu 
Ch’iuan natives. 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
At sea 

[Secretary Dobbin] December lyth, 1854 

Sir: 

. . . The Government of Loo-Choo appears inveterably op- 
posed to foreign intercourse and seeks to delay on every occa- 
sion and by frivolous pretenses the assistance to ships, which 
by convention with Cornmodore Perry it is bound to render. 
The want of energy incident to their insular position and to 
their long seclusion from intercourse with more enterprising 
nations Would I think in part be palliated by the presence of 
a consul, who would during his residence amongst them find 
avenues for the prompt despatch of business, which are closed 
to strangers. The people do not seem averse to foreign inter- 
course. IE the geographical position of Loo-Choo and Japan 
should appear to make them desirable stopping places to our 
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vessels, no means so apt could be devised to render nugatory 
their jealous fears as such an appointment. .Until the temper 
of these Governments has changed, we cannot hope for com- 
merce with them. The seclusion of ages is deeply marked in 
their foreign policy. They will give nothing and take nothing 
which can be avoided. An agent on the spot to report delin- 
quencies and gradually to overcome their reluctance appears 
both the cheapest and the kindest way In which it can be done. 

The American clipper ship “What Cheer,” Captn. Baker 
from Hong-Kong bound to (^lifornia, put in to Loo-Choo in 
October last in want of provisions and water. The Govern- 
ment reported to me that Captn. Baker had been furnished 
with these articles to the amount of One Hundred and Fifty 
Seven 60/100 Dollars, that Captn. Baker paid Seventy Five 
Dollars on this account and sailed leaving the balance or 
Eighty Two 60/100 Dollars unpaid. The amount due I 
caused to be refunded and will forward the report of the 
Loo-Choo Government of the facts upon my arrival in Hong- 
Kong, with a translation by Dr. Parker, 

This sum was not important, but the Loo-Chooans are de- 
' fenseless themselves, and with no consul to take cognizance 
of the acts of foreign vessels, they are liable to gross out- 
rages. The Loo-Choo Government in reporting this act of 
Captn. Baker did so with an amiable reluctance and strenu- 
ously hoped that his Excellency the President of the United 
States would not cause him to be beheaded, nor even barn- 
booed. . . . 

The John Hancock under Lieutenant Stevens and the Femmore 
Coofer under Acting Lieutenant Gibson returned to Hongkong from 
Shanghai, North China, and Formosa on Febnwry 13, 1855. fa * 
letter, written from Shanghai on January 2ist, Stevens described for 
Rodgers the operations of the two vessels since the previous Septemlier 
9th, when they had left Hongkong for Shanghai and the north. 

A following letter, Stevens to Rodgers, was written at Hongkong 
on February I3lh (after rejoining the flagship), fa it Stevens told of 
having left Shanghai on Janxiary aSth and of having proceeded to 
Kcelung on Formosa by way of rite Chinese port of Wenchow. 
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On the day after arriving at Hongkong (February Htli) Acting 
Lieutenant Gibson, reported to Rodgers on the Fimtmrc CoofcFs 
voyage southward from Shanghai. To Stevens account he added 
data concerning weather condiuons, coastal features, and inland 
topography and productivity of Formosa. 

M. 

U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hong-Kong 

[Secretary Dobbin] February 15th, 1855. 

Sir! 

I purposely refrain from giving you hydrographic details 
by this mail, as our results are not quite finished, but by the 
next one on the first of March I propose to send charts, astro- 
nomical observations, and remarks on such of our peculiar 
duties as we have been able to effect. 

1 shall confine myself in this letter to observations upon 
the islands, & upon our intercourse with the people whom we 
have met. 

"We reached the Bonin Islands on the 19th of October 
1854. It rather appears to me that the Bonin Islands are not 
very important to our commerce. I think they will be found* 
to lie inside of the ellipse formed by the tracks of our vessels 
in the trade between China and our Pacific States. This point, 
however, Lieut. Maury of the Observatory is much better 
calculated to discuss than I can pretend to be. 

The inhabitants of Peel Island are 30 in number, of these 
8 are white, and 22 Sandwich Islanders [Hawaiians], 

It is mountainous and very healthy, the greater part of it 
is not arable, the valleys are fertile, and produce immense 
crops of sweet potatoes, which are the staple of the island. 
Green turtle come in large numbers to the shores to breed 
About a thousand of them, weighing 300 pounds each are 
taken annually for the wants of the inhabitants, part of them 
salted, and the rest kept in pens built on salt water for con- 
sumption in the island or sale to casual vessels. The wants 
and habits of the people are simple, they are satisfied with 
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sweet potatoes, turtle, and rum obtained from whalers for 
turtle and sweet potatoes. 

From the Bonins we proceeded on a cruise in their vicinity, 
[and] on the i6th of November [we] arrived in the Loo- 
Choo [Islands], 

The physical peculiarities of the Loo-Chooans have been 
so gracefully depicted by Bazil Hall” that nothing interest- 
ing can be said about them now. 

Finding after my arrival that the authorities were indined 
to take little notice of the Vincennes, and that the civility on 
their part was confined to sending to me a few provisions with 
the card of the Governor of Napa, I requested an audience 
with the Regent, It was granted, and held in the court-house 
of Napa. 

As many of us as could be spared from the duties of the 
vessel attended, accompanied by nearly the whole guard of 
marines. 

The Revd. Mr, G. F. Moreton, English Episcopal Mis- 
sionary to Loo-Choo kindly consented to be the interpreter 
and I made the following address to His Highness the regent. 

1. “That I and the officers were grateful to him for the 
honour he had conferred in suffering us to pay our respects} 

2. “That it was gratifying to my government to have one 
more nation added by the convention with Commodore Perry 
to the honourable list of its respected friends; 

3. “That I had been annoyed at hearing a merchant- 
vessel, the *What Cheer,’ had gone off without paying for 
supplies, that I hoped he would bring it offirially before me, 
in order that the facts might be reported to my government; 

4. “That I was very sony a pilot had not been sent out to 
me. The neglect was an infringment on their part of a con- 
vention. It was a law of Europe and America that treaties 
broken on one side invite aggression on the other; 

** Bj»il Hill wij a captain in ihe Britiih Roj^l Navy. In 181 1 he haJ 
l!«hed a work entitled ^ceotinl 0/ 0 Vo}»gt «/ Diieovfry to lAt M'til Coml */ 
Corta and tht Crtal Zoo.C^Oo 
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5. “That I regretted the buoys placed on the shoals by 
Commodore Perry had been suffered to go adrift; that the 
safety of vessels is now, after our treaty, an object of moment 
to the Loo-Chooans; that buoys might possibly serve to 
guide vessels when pilots would not go out; 

6. “That I should feel extremely honoured at having the 
company of His Highness the regent on board.” 

Those sentences 1 read one by one from a paper in my 
hand to Mr. Moreton, who translated them into Loo Choo 
to 1-cher-a-chi-chi, the government interpreter,*® who went 
to the chair of the regent and repeated them into his ear with 
a low voice. 

To this it was answered by the regent: i. “that he was 
very glad to receive me and the officers of the Vincennes; 
2, “that he was happy to be on good terms with the United 
States; 3. “that the affair of the ‘What Cheer* was of little 
moment; that the Loo-Chooans had no use for money, and 
that he hoped I would not think seriously of the matter.” 

(The fact is that they had been exceedingly disturbed at 
the non-payment of their bills and had requested Mr. More- 
ton to represent the matter to the Commissioner to China, 
Mr. McLean [McLane]. Mr. Moreton had done so, and 
giving me upon our arrival his letter, which he had had no 
opportunity of sending, referred its contents to me for my 
action.) 1 replied that it was of moment that our people 
should be just, that it concerned the government to take cog- 
nizance of offences committed abroad. The regent finally said 
that he left the matter to myself; 4. “that the Loo-Chooans 
were bad sailors, and their boats were miserable; that they 
could not venture far from shore in rough weather without 
running the risk of being drowned.** 

1 looked upon that as throvdng the weight of acquiescence in 
their infringement of the convention in a material point upon 
myself, and I replied that what they had agreed to do was 


** Chln«< wjs the language used in these negotiations. Id 
a little English, but he was fluent in the dialect of Peking. 
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lawj and the treaty must be carried out. That Commodore 
Perry had offered diem a good boat which they had refused; 
that by treaty they had agreed to provide one themselves; and 
now it was time they had procured it. Their whole plea I 
looked upon as a manifest evasion. 

5. The regent said “that the buoys had not been placed in 
their charge, and that a hurricane had driven them from their 
moorings; but that now they would have better buoys put 
down and kept in their places; 

6. “That it was quite uncertain whether he should have it 
in his power to visit the Vincennes.” 

I had sent the evening before a copy to Mr. Moreton of 
what I have first put down as my remarks, in order that he 
might have a deliberate translation, and .that the government 
interpreter might arrange their replies. A discussion took place 
occupying some minutes under each head. 

, We gained two points: we did not acquiesce in their not 
sending out pilots, and they consented to have the reefe 
properly and permanently buoyed. Our boats at their request 
put down buoys in such positions as I designated as a guide to 
themselves in placing better ones. 

We found difficulties in procuring supplies. Our requests 
were met with constant evasions. At first they had desired that 
I would be content for the ships supplies with beef and pork 
alternately; that they were very poor people and needed their 
cattle for agriculture; I said. Yes, every other day would do. 
They did not supply the beef however. I sent a remonstrance ; 
they repeated that they were very poor people, and could not 
supply beef every other day, but that they would do so twice 
a week. I said, *^Weli, twice a week would do.” It was not 
supplied. After I heard of the wredc of the Wm. P. Sayward, 

I asked for a pilot to take us out, none was sent, and after 
waiting from morning to midday, I was forced to go without 
one. I had asked for an express to be sent to the wreck and to 
return with word whether she had sunk — none came. 

We found the people ran away from us and their stalls 
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when we went into the markets; we could not buy anything 
except from the pvernment. The supply of every egg was a 
government affair. _ . 

Now it is obvious that since people bring thin^ to market 
to sell, that they would be glad to sell them to us if permitted 
to do so. It is as dear that the government forbids them to ^11 
under penalties so heavy as to cause terror, even at the offer 
of buying. 

The punishments of the Loo-Chooans are very cruel. Mr. 
Moreton the dergyman had one of his servants so severely 
treated as to be seriously injured for saying that he was a little 
unwell and would like a dose of medicine which was given. 
The asking for European medicine was a crime, reported by 
one of his fellow servants to the government. All his servants, 
Mr. Moreton says, are spies on him and one another, lest they 
should become attached to his family, they are changed every 
ten days or two weeks. Of course for people with manners so 
different it takes as much time to learn enough of European 
customs to become useful. Any consul should, 1 think, take 
his servants with him. 

The punishment which the man in question had undergone 
consisted in having two pieces of heavy bamboo placed across 
the neck, and the ends brought together with cords j the bam- 
boos were then by repeated efforts forced thus tied together 
down to his heels taking off his skin and violently disturbing 
the viscera. This is a minor punishment. Mr. Moreton was 
told this by the man himself who having been permitted to 
remain longer has become attached to him. The others are all 
government spies and this man as 'well, but he has become 
from circumstances a spy on the government rather than for it. 

Wood and water were sent in insufficient quantities. Of 
water there is of course plenty, wood I really believe is scarce 
enough to make it dear j but we saw large piles, such as would 
serve an American woodmerchant for his stock. It was clear 
that the supply of wood on hand was abundant. They wished 
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to know how many pounds of wood we wanted. When told 
they said they could not furnish so much. Finding that I was 
more pertinacious in requiring six cords to complete our quan- 
tity than 1 had been with other things, the government inter- 
preter reported to Mr. Moreton for my information that “if 
they furnished the wood we demanded it would take every 
stick on the island, that none would be left for them to cook 
their food, that they would all die of starvation, and finally 
all Loo-Choo would become one vast sepulchre.” 

This very pretty figure of speech had less effect than they 
had hoped} first, because we had seen fifty times the quantity 
we required, cut, piled, and ready for salej next, because the 
wood was necessary for the ship. Their making use of so bold 
a figure shows that they believed we were simple, credulous 
people, easily imposed upon, and very soft hearted. 

I deemed a display of energy absolutely required} we had 
endured a long course of evasion, of subterfuge, of practical 
refusal to abide by the treaty. They had forced us at last to 
take a stand, and I was glad it should be upon wood rather 
than food. This 1 deemed the more important as I fancied it 
Was an experiment upon our forebearance, a trial of how far 
they might practically evade their convention at only the 
expense of a few untruths. 1 believed that my acquiescence 
would be taken for a precedent, and their subterfuges were 
part of a systematic attempt to make the convention waste 
paper. I thought it important to show that we regarded it 
as Jaw. 

I replied that if the wood were not furnished in twenty- 
four hours, 1 should take an armed force with a field piece up 
to the palace, and learn from the regent why he infringed the 
convention of his government wth the United States. 

They apparently took me too for an oriental, and supposed 
I did not necessarily mean what I said. 

The wood did not come, and I accordingly landed about 
lOO men, officers, sailors, and marines, all armed, & with one 
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of Dahlgren’s field pieces, marched up to the palace at 

Sheudi [Shul or Shuri]**. , ^ . , • . » 

They said the young king would die of fnght at the sight 
of so many armed men. The reply was obvious j that it was 
to be hoped he would learn to make his mandarins observe the 
treaty. The heir apparent is said to be about 14 years old. 
Before we set out l-chcr-a-chi-chi wished to know whether I 
would receive the regent on the beach, and have our confer- 
ence there. 1 said no, 1 should do as I had threatened, go to 
the palace. 

When in Sheudi they told me the regent was waiting to 
receive me at a house by the road side. We marched steadily 
on. They then said a feast was prepared for us; we still 
marched on. At last they requested that I would not take the 
men inside the w'alls running around the grounds of the 
palace; 1 readily said that I would not. 

The people thronged the wayside, they filled all the cross 
streets in dense crouds. Their expression was however that 
of curiosity and pleasure. They took it for an honour, for a 
tributary offering possibly. 

The clank of the wheels of the fieldpiece on the stone- 
pavement, and the tread of the men were the only noise. 

Evidently they had calculated in our stopping by the way- 
side, for as 1 rejected the feast by saying that I had come to 
complain of their conduct, not to a feast, a number of men 
started at full speed toward the palace, and when we arrived 
there the gates were wide open. Two stone lions guarded the 
portal. 

I entered, accompanied by some of the officers, leaving some 
of them in charge of the men. 

They went in with pistols in their belts; I was unarmed. 
The grouping and stage effect were striking. I regarded the 
whole matter as a trial of skill. An Asiatic race had been trying 
to carry their point by Asiatic weapons; we were pleading the 

Commodore Perry had carried out an e\-en greater military display in 
marching on the Liu Ch’iuan capital for similar reasons and objectives. ^ 
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treaty, and endeavouring to show that we expected compli- 
ance with it. They had been using csTision, subterfuge, and all 
manners of disingenuousness to avoid giving us supplies, and 
so to induce us to leave, and never to come back again; to 
render their port worthless to passing ships. With arguments 
of a different kind we were trying to convert their harbor into 
a useful stopping place, and with our humble means to 
expound in the only way which could reach their conviction 
that the treaty was law, and insisted upon under a penalty. 

I-chcr-a-chi-chi said that the regent had gone about twenty 
miles into the country the evening before, and that he could 
not receive me; that the Pu-ching laran next in rank to him 
would do so with the Tafung-kwan, governor of Napa.” He 
had just before said that the regent u'as waiting for me at a 
feast. 

1 did not appear to notice the discrepancy, but said that I 
wished to complain (o the government, and I did not care 
whom it was said to if they would learn by it. 

Chairs and tables were brought into the building, and the 
officers were all seated. Sacki, tea, and cakes were offered. 

I had written a paper (endosed and marked A) comment- 
ing upon their disingenuousness in language, which though 
deserved I found I had not the heart to use to timid and help- 
less old gentlemen. I contented myself with recapitulating 
the instances in which they had broken their engagements, that 
their whole conduct had been a course of evasion, that I was 
grieved that they had forced me to take other than a courteous 
manner toward them. That we wanted wood. 

They replied that the inferiors were to blame, and that, if 
1 wished it, tliey would punish them. I answered to this that 
I had nothing to do with the disobedience of inferiors, that I 
looked to them. The high officers evidently wished to make a 
peace-offering of Innocent victims. 

I finally said that it appeared they were tinable to carry out 

** TTie former official has been identified as a treasurer, the latter is caUed 
the “mayor” of Naha in the Uarratm of the Perry Expedition. 
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in good faith what they agreed to do, that I should recom- 
mend my government to appoint a consul. At this both the 
Loo-Choo officers rose and bowed in p supplicating manner. 
“Loo Choo man no want a consul,’' said I-cher-a-chi-chi, and 
this closed the conference. 

As we went out, chairs & tables were borne before by run- 
ners, who were disfurnishing the palace to furnish the house 
where we had been invited to accept a feast as we came up, and 
which invitation was now repeated. 

They gave us an entertainment, and to the sailors and 
marines they gave tea. I presented to the Pu-ching kwan & 
Tafung-kwan each a carbine, with the hope that when they 
saw them, they would remember the treaty. We returned to 
the vessel about sunset. ^ j • • 

Long strings of men were bringing down wood m their 
arms to the waterside all night, and at daylight the boats came 
alongside. About ten o’clock we had turned off two large junk 
loads of fuel} we had refused two bulloc^ and a quantity of 
other provisions} the bills were paid} a pilot was lying ahead 
of the vessel with an American flag in his boat on a long pole, 
ready to precede us} and we got underway. 

On the 28th of Decbr, about sunset we anchored in Kago 
Sima Bay, off the town of Yamagawa.” 

A large number of boats had collected near a neighbouring 
point} several came alongside. The people went below and 
examined everything. Their manners were polite. They 
show’ed eager curiosity. 

After w'e had anchored, the boats dispersed. In the morn- 
ing we rowed on shore to take observations. Some twenty men 
collected around, each with two swords [samurai], and mo- 
tioned to us to go away. We went quietly on with our work. 
They came nearer, and we showed our revolvers to them as 
curiosities, explaining how they turned and how they took 

** Kagoshinu Bay is a deep Indenttlion on the southern coast of ih- major 
Japanese island of Kyushu. The town of Yamagawa is located on the western 
shore of the mouth of the bay or gulf. 
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apart. They were most struck with the Maynard primer, as 
resembling their own matches. We seemed unconscious of our 
display of force for we showed our arms with smiles. 

The part which it became me to take wis difficult to de- 
cide upon. 

I presumed that they would interpret the treaty if they 
knew it to forbid our entering their ports except Simoda & 
Hakodadi, and that as landing on their shores had always 
before been forbidden, the magistrates might not feel author- 
ized to permit it now. 

We needed about ten thousand gallons of water to fill the 
vessel, and I said we wanted water. The supply was necessary 
since we could get it nowhere else so well. I determined to 
limit our positive demands to taking astronomical observa- 
tions} and that in the meanwhile I would endeavour to get as 
much else as possible. 

I said that it was desirable to go on the top of Mount 
Horner to observe. It was indeed a very important position. 
From its summit many islands to the Southward could be 
cut in. No answer was returned} I asked for an official inter- 
preter} after a delay of some days a message was sent off to 
the effect that **no official interpreter was necessary.” 

I presume the interpreter could not know what to reply to 
me, and they therefore deemed it prudent to say nothing. 

They brought off a rough drawing of a ship under all sail, 
and blew into the sails to intimate that we had better leave the 
harbor. I had offered to receive the governor or to call on 
shore, and pay my respects to him. No answer was returned 
to this, I did not think it politic to hold any personal com- 
munication with the petty authorities. 

Finding that we w'cre very much impeded in our attempts 
to take observations, I thought it prudent to define to the 
supreme government the position I had assumed for our 
conduct, and I accordingly wrote the enclosed letter marked 
B. to the “Hon, Secretary of State for foreign affairs, Empire 
of Japan.” It did not appear necessary that such an officer 
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should exist. The end was gained in bringing the letter under 
the eyes of [the] Japanese government, and it was believed 
the meaning of the direction would lead it into the proper 

hands. , 

I had a further view. The assertion of force \yould commit 
Europeans who could demand no less in making a survey, 
should we find after our arrival at Hong Kong the Expedi- 
tion recalled. Without an expression of the kind, little hope I 
fear can be entertained of surveying in Japanese waters. 

After the first day no one was permitted to go from the 
rock where the observations were taken. Our botanist was 
tantalized with what seemed to him new plants, just without 
his reach, 

1 deemed it of the last [first] importance to be very ^pru- 
dent- The authorities were responsible only to Jeddo, As 
soon as we should pass the bounds they had mentally alotted 
to us, a collision must ensue. The local authorities would care 
nothing about foreign governments nor foreign relations. 

The plea of humanity was also strong. Any mistake they 
might make in unknown duties by giving either too much or 
too little weight to our treaty, known probably only by 
rumour, must be expiated by suicide. Their path was full of 
uncertainty and danger. It would have been cruel to forget 
their position. 

I had set limits to our own action, we would keep within 
them. 

Finding that we gave way they determined probably to 
find whether we would assert any right whatever. Once when 
the boat ^vas sent on shore to observe, as usual, a number of men 

*»Edo, or Yedo (modern Tokyo), tim at this time the seat of the bakufit 
(camp or military government) of Nippon, headed by the Shogun. The highest 
shogunal council was called the Go-Rojuj foreign affairs was within the 
pronnee of this body. There was no minister of foreign affairs. 

In Commander Rodgers’ later letters it will^be seen that he shared with con- 
temporary occidentals a misimpression according to which he referred to the 
Shogun as the Emperor. Actually the Emperor had been reduced by the Toku- 
giwa Shogun to ceremonial significance only. The imperial capital was lo- 
cated at Kjoto, in central Japan. 
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These people seemed scarcely to know the use of firearms. 
One of the officers caught the Japanese word for gun with 
which a very learned man was displaying his knowledge to his 
companions. 

It strikes an American who from his childhood has seen 
children shoot, that ignorance of arms is an anomaly indica- 
tive of primitive innocence and Arcadian simplicity. We were 
unwilling to disturb it, and they did not learn from me that 
guns are fire-arms. They had brought down for the boats crew 
a handful of wood, a few vegetables, and a couple of chickens. 

1 gave an embroidered silk pocket handkerchief for them to 
the man who brought them, and whose they seemed to be. 
This trading for foreign commodities could not be allowed, 
and after some five minutes deliberation the handkerchief was 
returned to me. The chief however could not resist its gaudy 
colours when offered to himself, and with a certain show of 
reluctance he accepted it. 

On the 1 8th of January we anchored at Harbor, Bungalow, 
or Kikay Island, for it has been called by all these names.** 
Here the people were more sophisticated than at Tanega 
Sima, and we held a conference as to whether we might ascend 
to the middle of the island to get observations. Nothing was 
concluded, and as it was important to secure the sun which 
only came out occasionally, we left them to deliberate alone, 
and marched off. 

I was amdous to get ahead, and being unencumbered had 
outstripped the men who carried instruments. Looking back I 
saw a man on horseback with three spears as marks of his 
dignity borne by a man marching on foot, and accompanied 
by about a hundred people. They endeavoured to prevent out 
boats crew from following me. The sailors would advance a 
little and then would come a stoppage. There were also a 
few matchlock-men. 


** Kikai Island li« about half wajr between Kyushu and the Lin Ch'iu Islands 
To-ether with its larger neighbor to the west, Oshima (spelled Ousim-. C 
the Amertcans), Kikai is often mentioned in the dispatches. ^ 
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The coxswain said one of them had drawn a knife upon hir 
I did not anticipate any difEcuUy in intimidating the genth 
man who had probably thought we left the conference sooni 
than politeness warranted. I walked up to his horse, and shoe 
my finger in his face with an appearance of anger, and the 
pulling out a very small revolver held it up to his view^ 
placed it so that he could look into all its chambers. He shud 
dered. It was a turn to the argument he had not looked foi 
Thus we carried out our wishes for peaceful observation. 

We could not obtain enough provisions to make them a 
matter of moment. Just before we came to anchor a large herd 
of oxen were feeding in a meadow opposite to the vessel. As 
we approached the oxen were driven rapidly away. When wc 
asked for beef, they said that they had no oxen. We could 
hear them lowing. 

We had asked for enough provisions for several days con- 
sumption. A small pig was brought into an assembly of village 
magnates in their official robes, and with prostrations placed 
at their feet by the humbler Kikayans. A few bunches of tur- 
nips were next brought. With an air of timidity which they 
endeavoured to hide under an appearance of state they offered 
us them, and motioned us away. Having no object in staying, 
we went off to the vessel. No one could be induced to come 
on board. They had Japanese swords, matchlocks, and spears. 
They expressly asserted that they owed allegiance to Loo- 
Choo, and not to Japan. 

On the list of January we anchored in the Bay of Sima-u, 
Island of Ousima. This bay is magnificent. Mountains rise out 
of blue water. The vegetation is stunted on the steep moun- 
tain sides, and it looks desolate. A few deserted patches of 
cultivation show where crops have not rewarded the agri- 
culturist; the hills are covered with stunted trees, excellent 
apparently for fuel, and several cascades fall in silver threads 
from heights into the sea. 

The village of Sima-u is composed of the most miserable 
population which I have ever seen. They were full of jeal- 
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ousy, however, lest we should sec more of their land than 
was proper. With a companion 1 walked a few yards from the 
boat. A man ran before us and with a bow put his hands op- 
posite to our breasts. 1 motioned, and said in as stern a tone 
as I could, “Go away.” He repeated his bow, and advanced 
his hands closer to our breasts. 1 several times told him to go 
aaayj finding words of no avail, I presented a pistol from 
under my cloak. I do not think he quite comprehended me, for 
the instrument was nearly covered with cloth. Finding he did 
not understand I showed the weapon, more clearly. He ran 
away, and an older man came. To avoid further importunity, I 
made a circle, and shot into a large tree, and then put my 
finger upon the hole. They gave us no further trouble. 

In all this repeated assertion of right to do innocent things, 
we took care never to be rude. The people are polite, simple, 
jealous, responsible to arbitrary superiors, and very timid. We 
were advancing the only reason for their acquiescence which 
would be listened to by those above them. Each of us did his 
duty. They in trying to obstruct us, we in not being stopped. 
Having this view of the matter we were never really ruffled, 
and the anger 1 sometimes appeared to feel was put-on for 
the occasion. 

In the document marked C, which Mr. Parker has kindly 
consented to translate into Dutch and Chinese, I have used 
such arguments as could occur to me for granting permission 
to survey in Japan. I fear that they seem stronger to me than 
they will to the Japanese. 

We are not war-vessels, and can not display much force, but 
1 have come to the conclusion that the [United States] gov- 
ernment would not be unwilling I should risk a collision with 
the Japanese in endeavouring to carry out our right. The 
trade is desirable, but the survey is a necessity. Under these 
circumstances it appears to me a “perfect right.” 

1 shall bring temper, watchfulness, determination, and 
courtesy into the discussion. 1 hope to win, but I shall owe my 
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success in a great degree to the firmness which I have con- 
cluded my government would wish me to show. 

Circumstances have in the course of my duties, thrown me 
into positions involving discussions which wear something of 
a diplomatic character. With no higher authorities to consult 
I could only act as the emergencies of the case before me seem 
to demand. 

I can have no dearer hope than that I may be judged to 
have done well. 

The garrulousness of my letter will I trust be excused from 
its evident object. In wishing to tell everything of interest, I 
may easily have run into the extreme of saying too much. 

I have the honour to be 

very respectfully 

Your obedient servant 
John Rodoers 

Lt. Commanding U.S. Surveying 
E^edidon to the North Pacific Oce.in 

Honourable James C. Dobbin 
Secretary of the United States 
Navy 

Washington, D.C. * 


DOCUMENT MARKED A. 

Memorandum of remonstrance translated verbally to I-cher- 
a-chi-chi by the Revd, Mr. Morcton, but modified by me to 
the higher authorities in the palace at Sheudi in Loo-Choo. 

That the whole conduct of the Loo-Choo Government has 
been marked by duplldty in not complying with their treaty 
stipulations. 

I was told that Commodore Perry had made an agreement 
to receive fresh beef every other day. I agreed to every other 
day. It was not furnished. They said that it would ruin Loo 
Choo to give fresh beef oftener than once in four or five days. 

I agreed to this. The beef has not been furnished. 

Pilots have never been sent. Excuses have been made that 
the weather was too bad when fishing boats \vere everywhere 
outside the reefs. 

A messenger did not return from the wreck, as I desired, to 
let me know, whet[h]er she had sunk. After waiting many 
hours I was forced to leave without a pilot and without know- 
ing whet[h]er the vessel was still afloat. 

Wood and water have been delayed on frivolous pretenses. 
In Europe and from powerful nations all this would be 
cause of war. 

By evasions and double dealing the Government of Loo- 
Choo invites rudeness or the exercise of force. 

They cannot apparently be moved by their own reason to 
comply with their aggreements but think an excuse answers 
every purpose. — Truth is a great virtue, and the people of 
America hate and despise duplidty. 

The Loo-Chooans do not seem capable of carrying out their 
treaty stipulations. I shall recommend to my Government to 
place a Consxd here, so as to obviate their remissness. 

It does not make any difference as to who is the particular 
person in the wrong. 

1 have tried to avoid any rudeness to the Loo-Choo Gov- 
ernment, and my unwillingness has been taken for want of 
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power; my passing over foolish excuses, for blindness in per- 
ceiving tlicir folly. 

If they would avoid very serious difficulty, they must sup- 
ply vessels promptly and not seek to annoy with foolish 
speeches. 


DOCUMENT MARKED R. 

U.S. Ship Vincennes 

To the Honourable Secretary of State Kagt> Sima Bay 

for Foreign Affairs January 4, 1855 

Kingdom of Japan 

Sir! 

The Government of the United States sent five vessels, of 
which this is the chief, to examine the dangers of the Ocean. 
We have been round more than half the Globe. We have at 
last arrived at one of the Japanese ports. If the Islands of 
Japan with the rocks and shoals which surround them, were 
out of the paths which our vessels follow across the Ocean, the 
world could say nothing, but as these dangers remain in the 
road of ships, we must examine them, and tell our countrymen 
where they lie. Otherwise our vessels would be wrecked, and 
many valuable lives might be lost. 

We find our way across seas by certain instruments and 
observations of heavenly bodies. But as some of the instru- 
ments, called chronometers, are liable to go wrong, it is abso- 
lutely necessary to make examinations from time to time, of 
whether they perform well, and to correct their rates. 

It happens, that the astronomical observations for the error 
of these instruments must be made on the land, because a 
vessel is too unsteady for very delicate observations. 

Why need friends hesitate to speak plainly? From want of 
dearness and of mutual understanding, difficulties arise. We 
must go on shore to take astronomical observations. 

We are in distress without theml 

I am sure that the Government of Japan, and my own 
Government, would not thank any Japanese officer who 
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should compel me to use force in taking necessary astronom- 
ical observations. 

1 say this because in a few months my own vessel, or one or 
more of those under my command, will, in the prosecution of 
our duties, probably stop at some port in Japan, and I ear- 
nestly hope no too ardent officer will by his overzeal bring 
himself and me into trouble. 

1 have the honour to be 

your respectful friend, 

(signed) John Rodgers, U.S.N. 

Commanding U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean &C 


DOCUMENT MARKED C.” 

U.S. Ship Vincennes 

Honourable Secretary of State Hong Kong 

of the Empire of Japan February 7, 1855 

Sir! 

The Government of Japan is probably aware that five ves- 
sels were sent from the United States two years ago to make 
surveys of the unknown rocks, shoals, and islands in the way 
of their commerce. 

We have at last arrived at Japan. A very extensive trade is 
now carried on between our possessions on the Pacific and 
China. A glance at the map shows that since your Kingdom 
lies between those countries, our ships must necessarily pass 
by It. 

No commerce can be secure until the dangers in the route 
it takes are explored and placed on charts. Our ships in pur- 
suing their lawful commerce run many risks from unsurveyed 

*• ThU Kcond letter addressed to the “Honourable Secretary of State of the 
Empire of Japan" was not drafted until Rodgers’ return to Hongkong. It was 
delivered to the governors of the treaty-port of Shimoda in May of the same 
year. The earlier letter had been delivered to unknown authorities off the town 
of Yamagawa in Kagoshima Bay. 


c 49 ) 



sell them. It is not found by etqwriencc that th^ course has 
any bad effects, and it offers many advantages. The govern- 
ments do more than this; they anchor light-vessels on shoals, 
and put light-houses to work on dangerous rocks, to w-ain olt 
incautious mariners, or guide the distressed ones safely. Hu- 
manity and policy here go hand in hand. 

War-vessels can find their way without charts. By keeping 
armed boats a short distance ahead, under the protection of 
their guns they can explore passages however tortuous-, by 
signals they can converse, and night offers no hindrance to 
their operations. War-vessels in an enemy’s harbor often 
prefer the mask of night for making surv-eys, to open day. 
With peaceful merchant-vessels the case is widely different. 
They need charts to guide and instruct them. 

1 humbly beg the Mighty Japanese Government to permit 
me to survey in Japanese waters. We have no hidden pur- 
poses, no views which we do not avow. 1 shall be most happy 
to receive on board any two officers whom they may designate 
to accompany us. They will sec our operations, learn our 
methods, and can have copies of our work. 

You will perceive that the arguments 1 use are necessity, 
our treaty, your friendship, and the natural right which every 
nation has, in common with every private individual, to exam- 
ine hidden dangers lying in the road which may lawfully be 
followed. It has been the custom to make surveys of distant 
seas and islands before they were frequented, and before the 
necessity arose for a knowledge of them, in order that vessels 
driven out of their course might still have the means of safety. 
In the present case the necessity came before the survey is 
asked for. It is only after the Japanese islands have become an 
obstruction and danger to our vessels in their dally route, that 
we ask to examine them. In this your government will see a 
moderation going out of its customary path, and using delay, 
while in other cases surveys had hastened before trade. 

The arguments are so strong that I dare not anticipate the 
consequences of refusal. Certainly the President of the United 



States can not regard such refusal as a proof of good will on 
the part of the government of Japan. 

It may be prudent to say in conclusion that I have come to 
Simoda to confer with the supreme authorities. Of course I 
can not refer our treaty, nor our rights under the treaty to the 
petty local magistrates. Our conduct shall in every case be 
orderly, decorus and respectful. But any obstructions or 
unasked interference on their part will induce me to treat 
them as violators of the 4th article of the treaty,** as alike 
enemies of the Emperor of Japan and the President of the 
United States. 

I have the honour to be 

very respectfully 

your sincere friend, 

(signed) John Rodgers 

Commanding U.S. Surveying 
Expedition to the North Pacific 
To the Honourable Secretary Ocean, 
of State 

of the Empire of Japan. 

In a letter to Secretary Dobbin, dated Hongkong, February 15 » 
1855, Commander Rodgers deplores the lack of information con- 
cerning the Porpoise, wlu'ch had not been seen since the previous Sep- 
tember twenty-first, when she parted company from tlie Vineennes 
near the Pescadores Islands, between Formosa and the Chinese main- 
land. Rodgers had inquired of crews who had visited Guam and 
certain of the Caroline Islands, but without success. 

As the expedition was being prepared for its major operations 
around the main Japanese islands, its commander shipped home sev- 
eral kinds of scientific collections already obuined. Among these were: 
a list of numerous varieties of packaged seeds on their tvay to the 
National Botanical Garden in Washington; a report on the flora of 

Article IV of Perry’s Treaty of Kanagawa (March 31, 1854) reads: 
“Those Shipwrecked persons and other Citireiu of the United States shall be 
free as in other Countries, and not subjected to confinement, but shall be amen* 
able to just laws.” See Hunter Milter (ed.), Trealiei and Other Iniernalional 
Acte ef she UrnS/J SSetej of Ameriet, VI, p. 441. Washington, Government 
Printing Office, 1941. Kodgers was exceeding any normal interpretation of this 
article, which had been designed to cover the treatment of shipwrecked or 
stranded American whalers and other aeaioen. 
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warded from Honetong on 5 ^^,i„““d' Fo'JLml)- been 

It :rdTarL“X^erb;’a^r?porr dareflfongbong, Januar,- .,, 

‘*in'a hermerically aealed tin box R^gera forwarded f™-" ““"S' 
long to Secretar)- Dobbin (April a. 185s) f Xr The 

ing from the las! voyager, that is. since the prevout September. The 

list follows: , _ 

1. South Extreme of Japan and the islands toward Loo-Choo 

2. Asses Ears and Vincennes Rocks 

3. Ousima & Kakiroutna 

4. Bay of Kago Sima and on Kiushu 

5. Bay of Sima-u in Ou-sima c • l j\ 

6. Lloyd’s Harbor in the Bonin Islands, (unfinished) 

7. Sketch of Lot’s Wife [an island] 

8. Reconnaissance of Borodino Islands 

Q. ditto of Rosario Island /, • j- . 

10. A reduction of No. 1. a. & 3 ■>"' *>’"• C'" 

publication) 

11. Bullocks Harbor ■> / l i . 

12. Bar and Mouth of the Teen-Tsin Ho [Pciho] (the two latter 

made by the steamer John Hancock and Schooner Feni- 
more Cooper). 

Commander Rodgers informed his superior In Washington (Hong- 
kong, April 2, 1855) that he had been obliged to charter a vessel to 
tike supplies northward to Hakodetd. The capttin of the brig Gre/«, 
of Hamburg, had agreed to make the trip for five thousand dollars; 
he had been Instructed to fly the American flag in Japanese waters. 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hong Kong 

[Secretary Dobbin] April 2d, 1855 

Sir! 

The Steamer Hancock and Schooner Fenlmore Cooper 
have sailed. I enclose copies oi their instructions. [A para- 
graph here omitted explains that there are a number of affairs 
which must be completed before the flagship can sail,] 

We shall pursue the objects which 1 formerly sketched, a 
recapitulation may be proper. 
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The Vincennes will meet the Cooper and Hancock at Loo- 
Choo. They will probably have finished some work in the 
vicinity by the time of my arrival. Together we will thence 
survey the chain of Island? towards Japan. From the south- 
ern extreme of Japan, we shall push on to Simoda, in order to 
confer with the Japanese government, so that such obstruc- 
tions as we met at Yama Gawa, in Kago-Sima Bay, may not 
be repeated. On the 15th of May we meet in Hakodadi, 
[the] Cooper will survey the Kurile, or Fox Islands [sic], to 
Petropaulaski. The Cooper there seperates from us, after we 
have filled her up with provisions from the Vincennes. She 
takes up the survey of the Aleutian Islands, and she also 
searches for the crew of the ship Monongahela. We go into 
the Arctic Sea. 

We shall meet at San Francisco in October next, where I 
hope to have the honor of hearing from you. 

It is to be regretted that the John Hancock is not a better 
vessel. She had to be strengthened in Shanghai, by iron knees. 
Her bulk heads fell down for want of proper strength in her 
construction. Her model is very defective. She is eminently 
unfit for her work. She is however, in jealous hands, and she 
will achieve what she can. 

It is sad to say all this but it is proper to say it. 

I hope you will give me authority to sell her after our 
arrival in China, from San Frandsco.**^ 

I have the honor to be 

Very Respectfully 
Your Obdt Servt, 

John Rodgers 

Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expe- 
Tq Honorable James C. Dobbin <liuon to North Pacific Ocean. 

Secretary of the Navy &c 8 k: 

Washington, D.C. 

** Commander Rodgers had already annoonced his intention to complete the 
cruise northward and in the following year sur\ey three routes from 

San Francisco across the Pacific in the directioo of Shanghai. This plan was not 
modified until, apparently, revised instrocticms from Washington reached him 
upon his arrival at San Francisco. 
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It is unnKcsar,- to ^j^^rcomman^ot^h?^^ 

C::;rTh“«3%a explanation given to 

Secretaty Dobbin in the „f ,he John Iloncock. 

In his directions to Lieutenant H. K. btevelts ot t 

Lot^Choo and Japan.” There toUows an excerpt from these instmc 
tions. 

. . . From Tanegtt Sima on the most northern of these islands 
we shall push on to “Simoda” and make terms with the Gov- 
ernment, for the continuance of our work. We should lose 
time and prestige in dealing with the village authorities, who 
are not responsible to our government for their conduct. On 
May 1 sth you will endeavour to be m Hakodadi where you 
will find provisions and coal in a transport chartered for the 
purpose of supplying us. 

The degree of freedom with which we shall survey in 
Japanese waters will depend in a great measure upon the 
terms which I shall obtain at Simoda. While I shall inaintain 
without any reservation the right to survey, I shall be very 
careful in exercising this right and by all becoming means 
endeavour to soothe the jealousy of the Japanese. You will 
readily understand that this is an occasion in which caution, 
forebearance and delicacy must be exercised even in carrying 
out a right. Any collision would be deeply deplorable. From 
“Simoda” I shall be better able to point out the field of your 
labor, than from this place. 1 shall be inclined however to 
send you around the island of Kiusiu [Kyushu] through the 
straits of Corea and thus to Hakodadi. From Hakodadi 
around the western coast of Yeso or Matsmai along the east- 
ern side of Saghalien to the river Amour. The Amour is one 
of the great rivers of the world. It is the largest stream which 
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empties into the vast Pacific. It is the great highw'ay of natures 
making from the shores of the Pacific to the centre of Asia and 
at some future day a vast commerce will doubtless be borne 
upon its waters. A town at its mouth seems the Russian Sister 
of San Francisco. . . . 

It is not certainly known whether Saghalien is an island or 
a peninsula.** There are authorities on both sides and the 
charts give both views. I believe that there is a passage for 
ships through the Gulf of Tartary into the Sea of Okhotsk. 
From the Amour you can easily resolve this important doubt. 
It will be desirable to join a survey through this passage to 
the end of La Perouses labors in the Gulf of Tartary in about 
the latitude of 51 ° 40'. If there be a passage for ships it is 
most valuable. As it is quite certain that the waters of the 
Amour ran out to the Northward, the current must be a great 
obstruction to sailing vessels approaching the mouth of the 
river against it. . . . 

Stevens was further directed to proceed from the mouth of the 
Amur River to survey the shores of the Sea of Okhotsk, whence the 
John Hancock was to reach San Francisco, if possible, by October I 5 » 
1855. Commander Rodgers remarked that existing information was 
very vague about such characteristics of the Sea of Okhotsk as longi- 
tudes, harbors, direction and strength of currents, prevalence of fogs, 
direction and character of winds, and range of thermometer. 

Acting Lieutenant Gibson described for Rodgers (Naha, April 26, 
1855) the Femmore Coofer^s voyage after she left Hongkong on 
March 23rd. The coast of Formosa had been skirted on tJie way to 
Great Liu Ch’iu; the report is crowded with marine information con- 
cerning weather and hydrography. 

Japanese and Russians probablj were aware of the insular nature of 
Sakhalin by the very early years of the nineteenth century, Russian explorations 
were becoming more frequent, and these led to quickened Japanese relations 
with Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands. These were the years of Ino Chukei’s 
geographical activities. 
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U.S. Ship vinccnnrt 
Hakodadi 

[Secrctarj' Dobbin] ' June 1 ith, 1855 

Sir: . 

We found upon our arrivul in Simodn, ten Amenrans resid- 
ing in the Temple of Yokushen, five Gentlemen, three Indies, 

and two children. 1 • • i 

The enterprize of my countrymen in thus colonizing Japan, 
so soon after the treaty, has forced upon my attention some 
subjects which 1 beg leave to discuss. I am aware that my 
remarks may seem to want becomeing diffidence. But my con- 
victions are strong, and though my conclusions may be re- 
jected, my end will be attained should 1 draw attention to the 

points W’hich struck me while on the spot. 

More than 40 whalers will probably winter in Hakodadi. 
Whaling crews have the reputation of too often behaving 
riotously on shore. Some American authority should be there 
to redress wrongs which they may receive, or do. Without 
this, our treaty of peace may lead us very wide of the end it 
professes. 

There is no provision in the treaty for a Consul at Hako- 
da^.** A man of w'ar with a judioous Commander should be 
sent there to winter. It would be well to keep such a vessel in 
that port, until circumstances do away with the necessity for 
one. 

The Consul at Simoda will be the highest Officer accredited 
to the Japanese government. His duties will often lead him 
to treat directly with the authorities at Jeddo. From the cir- 
cumstances of the case, it appears necessary he should have 
jurisdiction over the delinquencies of our countrymen, and the 
right to appeal to Jeddo for redress of their wrongs. Neither 
prisonerfs], nor witnesses, can be conveniently sent home for 
trial.** 

” On May 1, iSs7« Elisha E. Rice opened the office of a commercial agent 
at Hakodate. The choice of this man -was unfortunate, as Consul-General 
Townsend Harris was to learn. 

** In this letter Rodgers specifically suggested the establishment of extratcr- 
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Commodore Perry answ’ered in reply to the question, 
“What is the rank of a Consul?” that the Consul ranked about 
with the Governor of Simoda. Tjie Governor of Simoda is a 
Prince, and was one of the Imperial Commissioners. The 
highest Officer accredited to an Empire, and treating directly 
with the supreme government, has the duties of an Embassa- 
dor, or minister. Even if the Consul be only [a] Judge it 
would be scarcely decorus that he should meddle personally 
with trade. His cases will principally be commercial ones, and 
his duties wll often call him to decide upon interests which 
may be his own. Merchants in Japan are placed low in the 
social scale, below a private in the army. No single American 
however worthy can reasonably hope to overcome the preju- 
dices of caste in a nation so wedded to its forms, its habits of 
thought, and its customs. 

It is not expedient that the Consul should gain his living by 
means which those whom he wishes to influence consider dis- 
reputable. The Consul General to some of the Barbary States 
holds apparently an official position and receives a salary, 
closely corresponding to what seems suitable for our Consul 
at Simoda. Our consuls in China have the necessary Judicial 
powers. The treaty provides for Consuls, at Simoda. It may 
have reference I presume to a Vice Consul, to perform the 
usual duties of Consul, and to receive the fees of office.*’ 


ritoriality covering American citizens in Jzpan as in China. Actually tins 
should already have accrued to the United States by the niost*favored-nation 
clause of the Treaty of Kanagawa. since the Russian Admiral Count E._V. 
Putialin had, on February 7, 1855, concluded a treaty at Shimoda. Article 
VIII of this agreement provided for the substance of extraterritoriality. Sec the 
treaty text in J. H. Gubbins, Tht Progress of Jafan, Appendix 5> 

p. 237. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1911. 

Extraterritoriality in Japan for Arnerican dtizeni was embodied in the Con- 
vention for Further Regulating the Intercourse of American Gtizena within 
the Empire of Japan, concluded at the instance of Townsend Harris at Shimoda 
on June 17, 1S37. See, Hunter Miller (ed.). Treaties and Other Interruttional 
Acts. . . , VII, p. 595. In still greater detail was it stipulated in Articles Sixth 
and Seventh of the Treaty of Yedo (Joljr *9, 1858). Sec, ibid, pp. 95J*957’ 

*®The reference here is to Article XI of the Treaty of Kansgawa. See, 
Hunter Miller (ed.), Treaties and Other International Acts. . . , VI, p. 44*- 
A consul Of agent was not to be stationed at Shimoda until eighteen months had 
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The Consul and Vice Consul might be associated, if deemed 
expedient, to try Americans. Were the Governor of the Port 
added, they might form a mixed court for ases occurring 
between Japanese and Americans. 

The currency needs regulating. One dollar of our money 
passes in all purchases for an Itzebue, which weighs rather 
less than the 'third of a dollar. The government takes the 
dollars, and pays an equal number of itzebues to the trades- 
men. It thus realizes a profit of more than two hundred per 
cent upon all American purchases. The rule does well at pres- 
ent, for the profit induces the government to encourage 
buying. 

It has built a Baaaar for the exclusive use of foreigners, and 
the shops in it are filled with rich goods. 

I was told by some of the Russian Officers w'ho had seen 
the magnificent presents to their Emperor, that many of the 
articles in the Bazaar were of the best quality. The Merchants 
there are very anxious to sell: they crowd around us and 
solicit our custom. “You come to my shop'^ is repeated on 
every side. Most of them speak enough English to be under- 
stood. The novelty, the scarcity, and the innate beauty of 
Japanese ware, may now pay the American Merchant for his 
outlay — ^but no permanent trade can continue on such a basis. 

The Government refused to take gold in payment for the 
Hancocks coal. By my direction Capt. Stevens left it to them 
to refuse gold if they chose. That the subject would be re- 
ferred to the government of the United States. He accord- 
ingly offered them gold, and told them that if they refused it, 
he would pay silver. The Governor after mature delibera- 
tio/i, concluded tc take which ever Capt. Stevens dedded to 
give, and the bill was by mutual agreement paid, half in silver, 
half in gold. The treaty says we “shall be permitted to ex- 
change gold, and silver coin,*’ under such regxUations as shall 


elapsed after the treaty’* tignatnre. Townsend Harris, a merchant of New York 
waa appointed the first United Statea Consul-General to Japan. He arrived at 
Shiffloda aboard the U.S.S. San Jacinto on Aug^ust ai, i8jS. 
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be temporarily established by the Japanese government for 
that purpose. This leaves with the Japanese apparently, the 
right to put their own value, upon our gold. The relative 
value of gold and silver in Japan has always been different 
from that established in Europe. In Japan twelve of silver, is 
about worth one of gold. In Europe seventeen for one will 
not differ much from the truth. As silver is dearer in Japan 
than with us, and gold cheaper, Silver will be the more profit- 
ible basis for mutual adjustment of the currency. There is 
great avidity for foreign articles, and the government is I am 
sure, the only bar to extensive foreign trade. The treaty says, 
we “shall be permitted to exchange articles or goods for other 
articles of goods.” This at present is utterly forbidden.** No 
Japanese Merchant can get permission to exchange goods, and 
no one dare do it without permission. It might be sound policy 
to request the Japanese to Impose duties — say ten per cent on 
imports— -ten per cent on exports, and a tonnage duty of ten 
cents per ton.*' 

No trade in Japan can flourish except by the acquiescence of 
the government. In offering inducements to the government, 
for it to foster buying, and selling, by giving it a direct profit 
on sales, and purchases — we would best forward our own 
riews. Nothing can be done except with the government. The 
government will do nothing in good faith except it be inter- 
ested. Their treaty with us was 1 think dictated by apprehen- 
sion of some greater evil. The buoys in Simoda are not in 
place. There is reason for thinking they were taken up. Pilots 
came on board after the vessel had anchored. 

*® The currency question is discussed in the editor’s forthcoming booJc en- 
titled “The Dynamics of American Expansion toward Japan, 

Chapters XIII to XVI. 

Rodgers was quoting from Article VII of the Treaty of fftnagawa. See 
Hunter Miller (ed.), Trtaiiti and Other latemaliorul Actt, VI, p. a+f- 

By the Treaty of Yedo, July ay, sSjl, Townsend Harris obtained a tariff 
schedule, which was later modified by implementation of the most-fayored- 
nation principle. Sec, Articles Fourth and Eleventh of the treaty and Additional 
Regulations Third and Seventh in ihid^ VH, pp. 953-954i 959» 9®7*9<9> 

97I-97J. 
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Our Whalers have already made arrangements to resort in 
large numbers to Hakodadi. This will require a large increase 
of police force on the part of the Japanese. Whalers do 
not trade, and it would be bad policy to make so great a con- 
venience to us an unmitigated tax to the Japanese. 

Ten cents per ton wall be a moderate charge, and may 
perhaps cover-the expense to the Japanese. I am afraid they 
might not understand that they receive more than comes 
directly into their hands. In thus leading a nation so young 
in all that relates to foreign intercourse may forcstal 
injurious action after they become more versed in foreign 
usages. 

The Harbor of Heda, about thirty miles farther from the 
sea than Simoda, is secure, and well sheltered. The Harbor 
of Simoda is very unsafe in the SW Monsoon. With bad hold- 
ing ground, it is entirely open to the Southward. It has two 
sunken rocks in it. The Russians endeavoured without success 
to substitute Heda for Simoda in their treaty. 

If the treaty be revhed with a large force to give weight 
to the discussion — we may 1 think carry that, or any other 
reasonable point. Words without the authority of many can- 
non will avail little. I think this statement is a clue upon 
which every thing turns. It might be well to obtain the assent 
of England, and Russia, to the change of Simoda for Heda. I 
understand the Japanese told the Russians that they could not 
take Simoda from us, and that opening Heda to them would 
add to their expenses those of another imperial city. 

The government of Japan taken somewhat by surprize, 
does not seem to be sensible of the advantages to be reaped by 
the residence in their midst of our countrymen and women. It 
has ordered them away. 1 think it will not force them to go. 

I enclose the correspondence Ijetwecn the Governor of 
Simoda, and the American gentlemen resident there, and a 
copy of my letter to the Governor in relation thereto. I need 
not say how earnestly I hope that my views may be'approved. 

The Russians found that Osacka, said to be the principal 
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commercial town of the Empire, can be approached %vithln 
three miles by ships. Lighterage would be easy. I consider the 
Bay of Kago Sima, from its position, of extreme importance 
to our trade with Shanghai. Ships would Jose no distance in 
calling there. 

I would call the attention of any future commissioner to 
Japan to the 32d article of the American treaty w’lth China. It 
is stated in Lieut. Forbe’s “Five Years in China,” Page 2-34-j 
that the English supplementary treaty has a clause admitting 
surveying foreign ships into the inner waters of the coast, pro- 
vided the Emperor has a faithful «>py of the result. As Lieut. 
Forbes and his brother officers surveyed under such an agree- 
ment, he is doubtless right In the main fact of such permission 
having been given, though I have not been able to find any 
such claxise in the published supplement treaty between Great 
Britain and China.” 

You will perceive by the unwillingness of the Japanese to 
trade for goods, by pilots not coming on board vessels, by 
their sending spies to accompany, the Russians, by their for- 
bidding to the Common people all intercourse with us, by 
there [jic] ordering the Americans in SImoda to leave, by 
their not replacing buoys, that they gave way to Commodore 
Perry rather from the force of circumstances than from any 
change in their wishes for national isolation. 

What they gave was unwillingly bestowed, and as much as 
they can, will be gradually withdrawn. 

**For Article XXXII of the Sino-American Treaty of Wanghsla, July 3> 
1844, see, Hunter Miller (ed.), Treaiiei and Othtr IntemaiioMl Acts. . . , 
IV, p. 569. 

The only Anglo-Chinese agreement touching on the matter to which Rodfrers 
here referred is to be found in Annex a. General Regulations, XIV, July 1843. 
This merely provided that the Bgtish government might station a cruiser at 
each of the five opened treaty-ports, and that such warships would not hate to 
pay port fees or dues. This was confirmed by the Treaty of the Bogaie, Oc- 
tober 8, 1843, and was reiterated In Article X of this document. See, Lewis 
Hertdet (ed.y, . . . Treaties and Conventions . . . betvieen Great Britain and 
Foreign Poviert. . . , VI, pp. 34#, 265. London, Henry Butterworth and James 
Bigg and Son, 1843. 
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With our eyes open, it will be our own fault, if we stumble 
in our negotiations. 

1 have the honor to be 

Very KespcctfuUy 
Your Obdt Servt, 

John Rodgers 

Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean &c. 

Honorable James C. Dobbin 
Secretary of the Navy 
Washington, D.C. 



Afterwards it was again asked, and explained, that the visit 
to the Russians was founded upon friendship, that the arrival 
of American vessels must have been expected from the notifi- 
cation of Commdre. Perry of last year, and that the necessity 
of a survey of all coasts had been stated in the letter lately 
handed over, and read, so there could be no objection to the 
trip to Hedi. 

But of American ships has been nothing heard, and besides 
it the acquiescence of the government to the just mentioned 
written petition is very uncertain. So the trip to Hedi, and the 
survey of its harbor, cannot take place. 

Should it have become necessary to communicate with the 
Russians, they shall be called here to this place. 

This word is communicated in writing that no misunder- 
standing might take place. 

The 4th Sigreato [Fourth Month]. 

By intention, Rodgers’ reply to the document quoted above WM 
given no date or signature. It was enclosed in an envelope labelled 
simply “Memorandum.” 

The Memorandum has been received, and its contents have 
been noted. A letter was sent to Jeddo to ask permission to 
survey in Japanese waters.” It is not thought that the Govern- 
ment of Japan would wish to give our vessels permission to 
enter their harbors in case of distress, and then refuse to let 
them know where the harbors may be found. According to the 
manner of thinking in Europe, and the United States, this 
would not be just nor fair. 

If the Japanese were to offer a man food, and then not let 
him know where to get it, would it be thought fair, and that 
the offer of food was in good faith? 

A vessel cannot go into a port unless she knows where to 
find it, any more than a min can eat, without food. 

This however is to be decided, and a letter was written to 

*• Kodjers here referred to hw conuoniiKSiUon to the “Honoorable Secre- 
tary of State of the Empire of Japan," written in February but jubmitted at 
Shimoda in May, i*5j. 
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find Vrhat the Japanese Government intends. No one kno^^jS 
better than the Japanese the obligations of friendship j Ameri- ^ 
cans have read of heroic friendship in Japan. The following 
sentence is from a book published in America, “It is repre- 
sented there is no peril a Japanese will not encounter to serve 
a friend. No torture will compel him to betray a trust, and 
even the stranger who seeks his aid, will be protected to the 
last drop of his blood.” We have read of Tchouya and his 
wife and admired them as setting an example worthy of all 
imitation, and admiration. 

Now the Russians are in distress. The Russian Emperor is 
the friend of our President, and our President is his friend. 
The two countries are at peace, and in friendship. Were the 
Japanese wrecked in Russia, and far from their country. If 
the Americans were coming to Japan they would go to see the 
Japanese that they might tell their countrymen they were 
well, that they had been seen, and that they were in a com- 
fortable situation. 

Now it is not expedient to talk about the Treaty. That must 
be discussed in Jeddo, but the treaty does not talk about the 
duties of friendship, and we can discuss that. 

The American Commodore has power to ask permission to 
survey where he wishes, but has the Governor of Simoda 
power to refuse him permission, or to grant it to him for other 
parts of the Empire of Japan? Therefore the American Com- 
modore would rather talk about his friendship for the Rus- 
sians. Both countries permit friendship, and admire heroic 
examples of it. 

Besides how can anyone refuse permission under the treaty 
without knowing that his government wishes him to do so. It 
is a very small matter. The port is known. It has been sur- 
veyed. Vessels have been into it. 

To so great a government a small steamer going into a 
known port is of little moment, and whether the Hancock 
goes or does not go, is not worthy of any long discussion, 
it after the Hancock is in Heda, and she has seen the Rus- 
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sians, should it be agreed to carry them aw’ay, then it will be 
done. 

The John Hancock's \iat to Heda, in the prlncipah't)' of Idzu, is 
described in Lieutenant Stevens* report of June 9, 1855, which is 
quoted extensively below. 

The next document reveals the Japanese objections against another 
plan proposed by Commander Rodgers: to send a Launch close along 
the coast of eastern Japan between Shimoda .nnd Hakodate for pur- 
poses of charting and general observations. 


His Excellency Commander John Rodgers 
tMy Sir! 

It has been said that some of your squadron on their voy- 
age North want to sail in a boat along the coast of our Empire, 
and that if wanting \vater it run into the nearest harbor. On the 
ground of the treaty with the U.S. our nation is of opinion 
that the ships of the U.S. are allowed no other harbors than 
those of Simoda, and Hakodadi, except in storm or in distress. 
Should a vessel wantonly run into any harbor it cannot be sure 
that there may not occur unpleasant difficulties, and our 
friendship might be really weakened. So it is impossible to 
concur in your wish to run into other harbors as long as there 
is not given a favorable, or unfavorable answer, to your writ- 
ten application, which shortly ago was handed to the Gov- 
ernment. 

The lOth of the 4th Month 1855 

(Signed) Izawa Mimasakanokami 

[Izawa Mimasaka-no-kami] 
(Signed) Tsoedzoeki Soerroeganokami 
[Suzuki SQruga-no-kami] 
(Signed) Inowoeje Sinjemon 
[Inouye Sinyemon] 
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The busy cruise of Lieutenant Stevens commanding the J ohn IIan~ 
cock between Hongkong, which he left on March 22, i 855 » 
Hakodate was covered in his report to Commander Rodgers (Hako- 
date, June 9, 1855). During parts of the voyage the steamer was 
separated from the Fenhnore Coofer and from the Vincennes. Her 
skipper mentioned meeting on one of the Pescadores a mandarin, pre- 
sumably a Chinese official. Parts of his description of Formosa to- 
gether with the latter portion of his letter arc worth quoting; 

On the 28th we sailed (from the Pescadores] intending to 
touch along the NW part of Formosa, but a fresh gale pre- 
vented our communicating with the shore, and finally in- 
duced me to proceed to the Srd, where under the lee of the 
land we found smooth weather. 

On the 30th we passed close by the Island of Lambay, 
which together with the adjoining coast of Formosa, tvas in- 
correctly laid down on our char«j a survey was therefore 
commenced and carried on under the direction of Mr. Carnes, 
assisted by the other officers, 1 being too unwell to attend to 
it myself. 

That evening we anchored off the town of Pong Lieu, in a 
very good roadstead, affording good shelter in the NE Mon- 
soon. Enquiry was also made here, but with equally fruitless 
result regarding the Porpoise. Painful as the conclusion is, it 
seems but too certain, that she is lost for ever, and that the 
Noble Spirits on board of her, will be heard of no more. 

On the 31st we proceeded down the coast about 20 miles, 
but the weather came on so bad that we were induced to an- 
chor in a small bay, where we found good shelter about a mile 
from shore, in 6 faths. of water, being protected from all 
winds with Easting in them. 

Thisbayhas two Chinese villages on it, which are the most 
southern of their settlements, and there they seem (to] wage 
a continual warfare with the Natives, whom they describe as 
Canibals. Their village was surrounded by a wall and the 
people all went armed, ready for Immediate resistance, while 
a strong watch was always kept over their cattle to prevent 
their being driven off by the Natives. 
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Mr. Hartman, the Draughtsman, saw some of the natives, 
whom he describes as perfect savages. He succeded in obtain- 
ing a bow and some arrows from them, which are on board 
this vessel at the disposition of the Government. 

On the 2nd the weather changed and allowed us to pro- 
ceed j we continued our examination around the Cape and up 
along the East coast as high as Latitude 22® 22' N. When 
bad weather again set in, and forced us off the coast. . . . 

The western coast of Formosa, as far as we saw of it, is of 
moderate height with gentle slopes to the water and aboimd- 
ing in 6 ne vallies, while the East coast rises suddenly from the 
sea in many places to mountains of great height, and affords 
comparatively few places fit for cultivation. There are, how- 
ever, two large vallies, one just North of Souau Bay, and the 
other not far to the Srd of it, at River Pt. All the other vallies 
that we saw were small and shut in by high ranges of hills. 
The whole island though seems well wooded and is every 
where covered with verdure. . . . 

Rather complex, data-laden descripu'ons of islands scattered from 
Formosa to Great Liu Ch’i'u (Ob'nawa) and of others farther in a 
northeastward direction need not detain us. We pick up the story of 
the John Baneoek and her crew at Tanegashima — ^just southeast of 
the major Japanese island of Kyushu. 

The next day, May 9lh, we examined the West-side of 
Tanega-Sima. There is a small bay just opposite Seriphos, 
which would afford anchorage for a few vessels. We did not 
go into it however, but only looked in at the entrance and 
hauled out again. 

The next day we sighted the South Cape of Sikokf [Shi- 
koku] Island (Asisurinomo-sake or Cape Tosa) and found it 
some miles to the Srd of its position on the chart. It is a high 
bold cape. We sighted other points along the coast, but not 
near enough to fix them. 

May r3th while standing for the land, we made the Vin- 
cennes ahead. That evening we followed you in and anchored 
in Simoda Bay. During the passage up from Tanega-Sima we 
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had a strong NE current until we reached Lat 33°, but after 
that felt very little current in any direction. Along the land 
the wind was variable and often light with much thick 
weather. 

May 2ist w’e sailed for the harbour of Hade [Hcda] in 
the bay of Foutcheou [Suruga] and examined the coast be- 
tween Simoda and that place. The Master’s report of L,at & 
Long will give its position. 

We remained in Hade May a4th, the weather being too 
bad to do any thing. From the Russians there 1 obtained a 
tracing of their sutv'ey of the Harbour. It was not complete, 
having no topograp'hy, but as the soundings had been taken 
with great care, 1 adopted it, and proved the shore line, and 
fixed some few hills by a base from altitude of mast and 
length of ship. 

The harbour is about a mile across at its greatest length, 
and the water deep, having from 1 9 to 24 faths. in the middle 
of the Bay. 

The entrance is narrow, but as the distance is so short, it is 
easy of access, and its narrowness makes the harbour quite 
secure, even from NW Winds, to which direction it is open. 
The South point of the entrance is low, but covered with 
trees, and its outer pan piled up with shingle. The North 
point rises in a steep bluff, with red cliffs on the outer part, 
forming a good mark for the harbour. There are also some 
red cliffs just to the Srd and the entrance is between the two; 
from the red cliffs to the Srd the land trends to the S.Erd, 
forming a bight. But there is no place in the neighbourhood, 
that could be mistaken for Hade. As there are high bluffs on 
both sides of it, the coast trending nearly NNE and being 
quite straight until the entrance is opened. About 2 and 
miles to the Nrd, the coast bends sharp to the Erd, forming 
a rounded point with some green bushes on the end of it, the 
high land sloping gradually to the water and the point 
rounding off showes much the same from different points to 
the SWrd. This also forms a good mark for the harbour. High 
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hills extend both North and South of the bay, coming down 
with steep bluffs to the water, but to the Eastw-ard there is a 
pretty valley with several streams running from it. 

The town is at the mouth of this valley and containes about 
300 houses. The people seem poor, but they have there an 
abundance of poultry, which we have not met with elsewhere. 

In the interior there is a conical mountain, which brought 
to bear ESE, leads into the harbour. Fuse [Fuji-yama] N ^ 
W leads also into it. 

Leaving Hada [Heda] on the 15th, we crossed the Bay of 
Foutcheou (or Futsiu) and looked into a fine large bay, about 
West from Hada. The body of the bay is open to the NE, but 
a projecting point affords shelter; several junks were an- 
chored behind it, but there appeared to be no town just there, 
though there were several all around the other parts of the 
bay. As for us, [\vc found] ... 8 faths. good holding ground. 
Returned to Simoda that night. 

April 27th on offering gold in payment of the ship’s bills, 
it was refused by the Japanese, and they went on shore. On 
the morning of the 28th they came off again, and after some 
talk they said the Governor had ordered them not to take 
gold. 

The Vincennes had got under way, but was still in sight. I 
therefore made signal to her and pulled out to communicate 
with you [Rodgers] . On our return the Japanese had gone on 
shore again, though they had been offered the silver if they 
positively refused the gold. They afterwards agreed to take 
which ever I chose to give them, and by mutual agreement 
took half gold and half silver. 

Though at the time they were told, that if they still refused 
the gold, they might have all silver. By their account gold 
was only worth 855 cash to the dollar, and they expressed a 
wish, that there should be some mutual agreement as to the 
value at which it should be received. 

Sailed from Simoda on the 29th and cut in the Islands off 
Jeddo Bay, except Oho-sima which was not visible. On the 
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30th passed round Fatsisjo, and fixed it, but could see no 
other land, as it was hazy. This island differs from the repre- 
sentation on any chart, and there arc some triffling differences 
in the other islands. 

From Fatsisjo, we came direct to Hakodadi, passing the 
Vincennes on the morning of the 3rd of June, and anchoring 
here the night of the 4.th. The weather was very thick ail the 
last part of the run, so that we could do nothing. This work 
has all been plotted. You will sec that this vessel has been 
actively employed, and I would do injustice to both officers 
and men were 1 to neglect to mention the readiness 1 have 
met in them to carry forward the work. 

I forward to you the Master’s report of Lat and Long and 
Abstract of the Log. 

1 have the honor to be 

Respectfully etc. 

H. K. Steveks 

To Lieut. Commanding 

Lt. John Rodgers 
Commandg. Expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean, &c. 

An engineer from the steamer John Hancock appended, in the 
form of a brief report to his superior, his analysis of two samples of 
bituminous coal, one from Formosa, the other from Kyushu. 

^ 


U.S. Schr. Fenimore Cooper 
Hakodadi 

ICommander John Rodgers] June 9th, 1855. 

Sir: 

\ye arrived in this port on the 6th of this month, our 
cruise since leaving Loo-Choo having been in the main suc- 
cessful. 1 cannot say entirely soj for, in some of the most 
interesting localities, the weather was as unfavorable as pos- 
sible. Leaving Napa-kiang in company, on the morning of 
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tlie 27th April, the schooner passed, agreeably to instructions 
between Igousho, or Sugar Loaf, and the main islands. The 
channel is narrow. Off the north point of Sugar Loaf island 
a reef extends eastward about half a milej and along the 
Loo-Chooan side of the passage are several reefs and sand 
banks. At 8 p.m. we hove to near the north cape of Loo-Choo. 

On the 28th we reconnoitcred the eastern sides of Yourou 
and Oukin, and the southern side of Kakirouma. OIF Yourou 
a reef stretches one mile and a half from the NE point, and 
there is one of Jess extent from the SE point. Oukin is bolder 
of approach, and Kakirouma has blue water up to the rocks. 
All these islands are more or less cultivated, and are partially 
wooded. We saw scattered houses on the first two, and a vil- 
lage on the latter, prettily situated in a cluster of trees on a 
hill top. Saw a junk at Oukin and one at Kakirouma hauled 
up by hawsers upon the beach. Off the South Cape of Kaki- 
rouma we communicated with the Vincennes.*® 

On the 29th followed the eastern side of Kakirouma within 
a half and a quarter of a mile distance, observing two deep 
bays, with cultivated slopes and villages, and several junks 
moored. Then we crossed over to Ou-sima, passing closely 
eastward of Middle rocks. At 4 p.m. entered the passage 
between the main land of Ou-sima and Katona-sima, subse- 
quently called “Porpoise Sound.” A rock awash lies 3 or 4 
hundred yards SE from the southern point of entrance. We 
steered NW about a mile, when the sound narrowed to less 
than half a mile width, and bent more to the westward. In this 
strait we found 6^ fathoms waterj and anchored. In a few 
minutes we found that a strong inflowing tide had drifted us 
off the shoal, and the soundings showed 28 fathoms. Sail was 
again made on the schooner, and at dark we anchored in a 
bay on the northern shore, about 2 miles beyond, in 9^ fath- 
oms water. There we saw a large village, and a junk secured to 
the beach. Shortly after coming to, a boat from the Vincennes, 
These islands lie between Great T-m fTi*{« [Okinawa] and Oshima. 
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in charge of Lt. Fillebrown, came along side, with orders to 
join you near the western opening of the sound. 

In the evening we visited the village abreast of us and 
found the beach spread with mats for our reception, with tea, 
sake and pipes. The dress of the people was Loo-Chooan, our 
entertainers wearing the silver hair pin. At first they objected 
to -our entering the village, but one by one the party strayed 
off without personal hinderance. Every house seemed de- 
serted. Conchs that had been blown in annunciation of our 
visit, had, 1 presvune, warned all women and small children, 
to fly into the bushes. Finally one of the ^'silver pins” invited 
us into his residence, presented us with more tea and pipes, 
and, at leaving, with a do^en eggs each, nicely strung in plaited 
straw. 

The following morning, having previously angled from 
the schooner and two shore stations, we got underway and beat 
thro the sound. A thunder shower this morning interrupted 
for the first time the beautiful weather hitherto experienced, 
but it cleared off brightly. Our course through the sound was 
like an intrusion into fairy land. There were all the features 
of romantic summer scenery: mountains, hills and valleys, 
cither wildly wooded or rich in cultivation, with promon- 
tories and bays, grey cliffs and green slopes, and here and 
there a picturesque islet. The contours of the heights and the 
curves of the shore were equally wavy and graceful; and not 
least in beauty was the sea — blue water, one long shining 
reach, sweeping into such deep recesses on either side that 
Nature seemed to have been at play in modelling harbors. In 
this view, however, the great depth was not a convenience. In 
midsound we found 40 fathoms, rarely less than 10 up to the 
very shores. 

The faces of the cliffs, where exposed, show a composition 
of shale, with a large angle of dip to the westward. The 
mountain timber is principally pine. Besides the universal 
nee, we saw wheat and Indian com, tobacco and many garden 
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vegetables In cultivation. A large raspberry of sweet flavor 
was in great profusion. 

Parting company on the 3d (of May], we retraced our way 
through the sound and anchored again in the bay where we 
first arrived, devoting the afternoon to measuring a base by 
sound, and in examining the shoal near the eastern opening. It 
is a wide ledge projecting from **South point” very nearly to 
the opposite shore. As close to the former as any vessel would 
be likely to go, we found not less than J fathoms. Deepening 
slowly to 6 and 7 fathoms in midpassage, it terminates 
abruptly in blue water, say three fourths of the way across. 
Over it the ebb tide ;vas running eastward at the rate of 3 
knots per hour. 

The following morning we stood out of the sound, and 
commenced some examination of the passage between Katona- 
sima and the more southern neighboring islands. There were 
many rocks, but there appeared to be a sufficiently practicable 
channel. Lowering weather, with mist and rain, prevented a 
thorough reconnaissance. The wind shifted to NW, and we 
worked along the east coast of Ou-sima under easy sail during 
the night. 

5th. Beat up in shore close to Sena, a port indicated on a 
Japanese chart, to which my attention had been called in your 
instructions. I saw only a small bight (a fair junk anchorage I 
presume) with a village. Its appearance did not, I believe, 
warrant delay, and I stood on. 

6th. We were beating to the northward with the wind from 
NNE. We cut in a large rock lying about two miles off the 
NE cape of Ou-sima. At 6 p.m. passed two miles south of 
“Macedonian rock.” On the 7th the wind hauled to SE. At 
daylight we made Cleopatra (an extinct volcano) and Tou- 
kara island. Passed between Toukara and the Sabine islets, 
and ran along the western side of the chain to which these 
belong as far as St. Francois Xavier of the French chart. 
Archimedes volcano was burning, a large white cloud over it, 
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and wreathed cloudlets floating oft in the blue hazy atmos- 
phere. 

8th, nt 2 A.M. Julie island, a volcano, bore East. At 4 . wc 
hove to. At daybreak St. Clatre island (or Kouro-sima) and 
the Trio rocks were about 5 miles equidistant from us. We 
had also in sight, the high peaks of Motomi-yama on Jakuno- 
sima, Julie island smoking, Is. du Volcan (or Jiwo-sima) half 
veiled in its own vapors, and the small island of Apollos (or 
Tako-sima). It was superb, thus sailing along, to make these 
volcanic islands — mountains pass, as it were, in review, 
grouped yet solitary, each with its basaltic bluffs, wooded 
acclivities and lofty cratcr-concsj rising out of deep blue sea 
as from a plain.*^ 

During the morning we saw many fishing boats. Wc stood 
into a small bay on the NE side of Sl.|;,Claire seeking for 
anchorage, but, finding no bottom with 22 fathoms of line 
within one fourth of a mile of the shingle beach, tacked and 
stood off again. There w'as a village here, with many canoes. 
We passed along the northern shore of St. Claire, and then 
steered for Ingersoll rocks. Rounded these within half a 
mile, and steered to the Nd and Ed. The latitude and longi- 
tude of St. Claire and of these rocks wc succeeded in finding 
with great accuracyj which was the more fortunate as a hazy 
horizon had prevented our fixing St. Claire W'ith reference to 
Peak Horner. Passed two and a half miles to the eastward of 
dc la Roche Ponde islands; and at 5 f.M., sighted Dobbin’s 
rocks, the Symplegades and the Kosiki islands. The wind was 
fresh in puffs from SE, a cross chop sea making wet weather 
for us. Hove to for the night, head to the southd,” 

On the 9th thick cloudy weather, with fresh winds from 
SE. During the night a northerly current had brought Cape 
Fajesaki to bear East. At to a.m,. Stood into a deep, narrow 


“Thew bland, all lie between Otblma and Tanegashima, and thus are 
*'^41 T^^****” Ihe hlu Ch’ius and sontfaem Ryushij. 

Jtnmore Coofer'was now moving up the western coast of Kyushu 
She passed not far from Naj^asahi on her way, charting bJantis in the direction 
of the matt, which divide KyibbG and Honshu from Korea. 
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bay immediately north of this cape. The water was green and 
w'avclcss as a pond under its lee, but squalls more sudden and 
transient than the Magellan “williwaws,” indicated by snow- 
white foam and whirls of smokey spray, were very' frequent 
and violent: They arc, I imagine, altogether similar to those 
described on your Ou-sima chart. We found no bottom with 
30 fathoms line, and, failing to get anchorage, stood close 
along shore 5 miles, as far as a remarkable pillar rock; whose 
composition, as well as that of all the cliffs and isolated rocky 
towers and pinnacles, is a fine formation of gray columnar 
basalt. We passed several small coves with villages in them, 
the beaches sand and shingle. About a mile north of us, when 
we hauled off shore, was a line of large black rocks, stretching 
out about y2 a mile from a cape. Then, standing off until out 
of the sweep of whirlwinds from the ravines, we hove to, head 
to the Sd and Wd. 

We were three days in all rcconnoitering the western and 
northern shores of the Kosiki islands. In the published account 
of Admiral Krusenstern^s voyages, this distinguished hydrog- 
rapher has reported “a shelf rising from a group of black 
pointed rocks (Lat. 3 r * 42' 20" N. Long. 230® 26' 30" W.) 

7 miles NW 39® from the SW Point Meac-sima” (orSimono- 
Kosiki) “seen a little before dark.” He called them after the 
name of his ship. On the “Cedlle” chart the Nadiejda rocis 
are drawn as islets, and lie seven miles nearly north of “the 
SW point of Meac-sima.” On [J. Ph. Fr.j von Siebold’s 
chart they lie seven miles N by W from the same point, and 
appear as small rocks. We must have passed exceedingly close 
to every one of these positions, yet we saw nothing of the 
rocks. Surprised at this, even aJJomng for the thick weather 
during part of the time, I concluded that they must be of the 
number of rocks which lie nearer in shore. Krusenstern’s vol- 
ume was not then in my possession, or I should have made the 
search in and about his position a conclusive one. Doubtless 
they exist, and it is to be presumed, however strangely we 
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missed them, that the bearing and distance so positively given 
by their discoverer are not far from the truth. 

TheKosikis are a group of islands & islets, extending about 
25 miles NE and SW, wnth winding channels between. A 
chain of high rocks stretches eastward full four miles from 
the east cape of the northern island (Kamino Kosiki) w’hich 
narrows the space between the group and the coast of Kiusiu 
to about ten miles. The islands arc various in elevation, area 
and conformation, and are very beautiful, in all the pictur- 
esqueness of trap rock, whose bold mountain fronts are again 
varied W’ith softer hills, wood-crested and incurve symmetrica! 
as a lady’s eyebro\vs. The Japanese population seems to be 
large, and over all are clustering villages and a rich cul- 
ti\’ation. 

On the iith we left the Kosikis, edged in a little towards 
the coasts of Kiusiu and Amakousa, and then steered for Cape 
Nomo. Every peak and point for a great distance was beauti- 
fully distinct during the day. On the 12th we had thick SE 
Weather. Waiting for observations, we anchored 2 miles S 
by E 34 E from Cape Nomo, in 39 fathoms water, on a bot- 
tom of rocks and black sand. It rained heavily with rolling 
thunder. 1 commenced observations for current, and, at4.p.M., , 
look advantage of a temporary dispersion of the mists to 
secure time sights and a round of angles. Taka-sima and the 
Mitsusi rocks where open to the westward of the cape. The 
hills on the cape and on its adjacent islet of Kaba-sima ap- 
peared high and peaked, and crested with tall plumy trees like 
marching soldiers in Indian file. At dark the rain recom- 
menced, with vivid sheet lightening and thunder, and the sea 
in fiery phosphorescencej and, at 11 p.m., up to which time 
it had been nearly calm, a fresh and very dirty squall from 
the Southd blew right on shore. We set reefed sails, weighed 
the kedge, and hove to at a safe offingj making allowance for 
the current to drift us, as it did, past the Mitsusi rocks and 
other dangers into the Goto Straits. 

Until the 24th our work struggled on through many 
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impedimentsj through blinding rain-squalls, freshest from 
SE, but blown backwards and forwards from all points of the 
compass, fogs that wrapped us up as in a blanket, and the 
wearisome inactivity of calms — calms so utterly breezeless, 
that the water lay dead, and smooth, and shining, like oil, and 
was reticulated all over with fine films of the gossamer. In 
fifteen days we obtained but three latitudes, one only at merid- 
ian, and there were but two days in which we could observe 
the sun at pleasure. 

Nevertheless, by patient industry and watchfullness, we 
were enabled to connect our reconnaisance of the coast as for as 
the north-west point of Kiusiu. The islands and rocks in the 
Goto Straits, and those situated inside of Iki island, were 
triangulated and closely examined, the main shore lines and 
mountains approximately determined. The schooner’s first 
position was 3^ miles south of Firasima, being anchored m 
17 fathoms, green water and sandy bottom. Shore stations 
were occupied, a base of four miles measured by soimd, and 
then we moved on slowly from anchorage to anchorage, ob- 
taining a longer base astronomically. In these narrow straits 
and passages we made the tides and currents of avail to us — 

. indeed they were too often our only means of locomotion. The 
handiness of our little boat chain, in room of a hawser, we 
had many occasions to prove. 

The whole western shore of Kiusiu is mountainous, so also 
are the Goto islands. The geological formation is volcanic. 
The soil of all the islands, large and small, is apparently verj' 
fertile} the summits timbered, the declivities cultivated in 
terraces. In the Goto Straits, so for as we observed, were no 
especial dangers for daylight na\ngation. I am pretty certain 
that we located every rock and reef tn the narrower part of 
these straits. In only one place, that is some three miles due 
south of Jennisima, did we sec any rocks covered at half tide; 
and these arc in series w’ith others more apparent. I would 
recommend the channel cast of Ferasima, keeping rather close 
to that island. It has a clear look through the straits north and 
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south ; you give all rocks an ample berth ; and you can anchor 
at need in a convenient depth on sufficiently good holding 
ground. 

Four noblemen or gentlemen came onboard fromFirasima. 
They ■^'cre well dressed, with red and yellow silk capes, wore 
two swords each, and had a considerable retinue. The chief 
personage saluted me by touching the deck svith his knees 
and fingers. I showed them my letter in Chinese, which stated 
the object and character of the vessel and of the expedition. 
Contrary to my expectation they gave us no intimation to 
leave.** 

On a rock two miles south of Jennisima, about thirty feet 
high and covering perhaps an acre, 1 found no less than 6o or 
70 fishermen, men and boys. When we first approached in the 
boat, the palriach [sic] of the party held up his hands, be- 
seeching us, as I conceived, not to landj and, as a rock 200 
yards distant offered the advantage of not being incommoded 
by the crowd, I pulled there and got my angles. After a ti- 
midity of about an hour, the whole concourse came over to us, 
were very polite and very inquisitive, and invited me over to 
the house which crowns, like a crow’s nest, their little rock of 
habitation. Upon finishing my work 1 went there. The old 
chief gave me tea and a pipe, some dried fish and preserved 
sea-weedj and, in parting there was an impressive pantomim- 
ical supplication that, for my own sake, 1 would go south 
again. I asked him on board by gestures, in which he answered 
that he would lose his head. For many minutes, as we pulled 
away, they all waved us adieu. 

The fishermen in the boats scattered through the straits, 
generally motioned us southward with almost frantic gcsticu- 


^ The island of Hirado (at this time called Firando or Firaaima by European 
navjp.tors) contained the site on wbicb the Portuguese and later the Dutch and 
^ghsh waded in the sixteenth century and until the Exclusion Edict of tfii*, 
^e nobltt who visited the Ffttimort Coofer must have been from the fief oft 
lliz«, tvhich included Hirado. The dalmiates of Ilizen and its neighbor to the 
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Jation. Possibly they only referred to Nangasaki lying in that 
direction. 

The rocks here are Amygdaloidal. 

The island of Iki is not mountainous. It has gently undu- 
lating hills, with dark groves and groups of treesj and bright 
green slopes and terraces of cultivation, resembling some 
great prince’s pleasure grounds of park and lawn — altogether 
a very beautiful island, and densely populated. 

Long low islets and ledges of rocks extend from its south- 
ern and its eastern points. It abounds in bays and ports. Be- 
tween it and Firato to the southw’ard and Kiuslu to the east- 
ward is quite an archipelago, of which there is no trace on Von 
Siebold’s chart. Two high rocks, which I called Pisa Tower 
and Tent Rock, described by their titles, arc remarkable ob- 
jects. The average of our soundings in these straits was 30 
fathoms, over a bottom of sand, coral and shells. The mam 
Japanese coast is both mountainous and fertile, the conical 
form prevailing in the hills. 

May 20th, we passed close inside of the ledges off the east 
cape of Iki, within 50 yards, the least water five fathoms, 
sandy bottom. There was a fresh breeze from the eastward, 
and thick rainy weather. Sailed round the north side of Iki, 
and when off the NW cape, saw what seemed to be a pretty 
little harbor, and heard two guns. We hauled by the wind, 
and stood in, firing our gun as we approached. The entrance 
is not more than 150 yards wide between a cliff of columnar 
basalt and some low rocks. Carried 5 fathoms water through 
it. We anchored in 4.J4 fathoms (passing, however, over 3 j 4 ) 
and found the harbor to be formed by two small Islands, a 
passage to the northward through which we came in, and one 
to the westward much widerj the space between the eastern 
island and mainland of Ikisima being closed In by rocks. The 
port is of small extent, but the town is large with many hand- 
some white houses. On a bill of the western island was a look- 
out station with many flags, and they fired from it two more 
guns as we entered. No sooner had we anchored than S 3 
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boats, each averaging 20 sitters, men women and children, 
babes in arm included, ame alongside, and our visitors filed 
on board— that is the men did> the women contenting them- 
selves with coming close under the quarter. The men were 
mostly in the most primitive of costumes, the women wore 
very little more clothing, but manifested the universal fem- 
inine desire for ornament in head dresses of flowers or gay- 
colored handkerchiefs. Some were rather good looking, but 
the majority were repulsive with their painted crimson lips 
and blackened teeth. Men and women were alike eager for 
navy buttons and trifles in general. In a little while several 
guard boats came alongside, and did us some service in order- 
ing the crowd off, which had become rather troublesome. 
They hung round us pertinaciously, however, until sunset, 
when 1 shoved them off, guard boats and all. I had asked for 
water, poultry, vegetables and eggs. At dark they sent us off 
about too gallons of the former, and promised to send us the 
other articles the next day. As we ^iled at daylight, 1 did not 
give them time either to fulfil or break their promise. 

Shortly after we anchored (it was raining) about a dozen 
soldiers, six of them with matchlocks, came to the beach 
abreast of the schooner, on the side opposite the town, and 
ranged themselves seated j the soldiers with straw rain 
jackets on, the matchlocks covered. They displayed two tri- 
colored flags, with three round moons in each field} the same 
insignia being on the flags, hats and capes of the soldiers in 
the guard boats.^* 1 caused the arms to be loaded, to be pre- 
pared for accident; and sent on shore for the commanding 
officer or someone in authority to come off, in order to explain 
to him what we were, and to demand the withdrawal of this 
menacing squad. No one came; but the military party almost 
immediately dispersed, or rather disappeared. 

The next morning, but not until we were well out of the 


thwe were utnuni weiring the nvon, 
which TuleU the datmiate from the Tan^inu, not far 


or crest, of the So family, 
from Ikishima. 
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port, the tri-colored and tri-mooned banners were again dis- 
played over a similar martial army. 

1 lingered in the Straits of Krusenstern until the morning 
of the 24th, vainly watching in the midst of. fog and rain to 
secure sights properly to determine the northern capes of Iki 
and the southern ones of Tsus-sima. Our time growing short, 
and much work remaining to be done, I reluctantly bore up 
for Colnett’s island. We succeeded in fixing it very well, 
though the atmosphere was too hazy to see any other land. 
The island is high and rounded.** 

On the 25th was a lovely day, with SW breezes. We passed 
close to Mi-sima, making a large correction in its position, and 
followed along ^e coast of Niphon in its curve from eastern 
to northern trend in near reconnaissance. We saw one or two 
fine bays, green coast hills, and a long lofty range of moun- 
tains inland. Numerous fishing boats around us. 

26th. We coasted northward as far as Cape Fisami-saki, 
where the land bends again to the eastward, and steered NNE 
for the Oki islands, having to near them for the night. Wc 
passed many incurvatures and apparent ports. The immediate 
shores were rather low, with occasional ribands of sand beach ; 
then rose a range of high coast hills, greenly wooded, with 
reddish cliffs, and mountains in ascending scale. E)ach moun- 
tain is remarkable for its height, isolation, proximity to the 
coast, and its table summit} and wc got many cuts on it, and 
measured its altitude. As a general thing, we have data for the 
heights of all prominent peaks, headlands and islands during 
our coasting voyage. 

The water was blue all day until past Fisami-saki, when it 
became green. 

Wc saw numerous junks, some of considerable size. The 

** Acting Lientensnt Cibon wat now laLinr Khoonfr l>rtw«n Korea and 
wrfldrn Jip»n. Knuenitern Sfra/i h now known iJ* Jifanne name, TiutJilma 
Strait. It wa* here that the famout naval tnule between (he Ruuian Grand FIrel 
and the Japanese Imperial Fleet wa* (on^ht In 190;. 

Soon the Ftnimerf Cooffr wai entuins northeaitward along the we»tern toait 
of Honihu (Niphon), the central Japaneve bland. 
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Japanese sailors sometimes shouted at us, sometimes laughed, 
and al\s-a)'s stared with intense curiosity. 

It was shower)', but not misty, during this day, and the one 
ensuing, in which we reconnoitred the islands of Oki. 

There are four principal Islands in this group, hilly and 
green, a number of islets and a few rocks off the points. I 
wished to pass between the islands, there being plainly a wide 
safe channel, but baffling airs and currents preventing our 
approach nearer than six miles to the eastern side of the group. 
\Ve noticed several harbor-Hke bights. 

On the 28th a fine breeze and beautiful weather. Being so 
pressed for time, I did not like to deflect any to the southward, 
and steered due East, to verify the general trend of the coast 
abreast of us and come up with it again where it bends to the 
northward. We saw it bearing from SSE to SW, say 35 miles 
distant, trending about E by N and W by S. 

29th stood in for the land on the west side of the peninsula 
of Noto, and followed it up at distances varying from 2 to 3 
miles. The water was green and soundings rather shoal. A 
sandy ridge, from 50 to 100 feet high, forms the seashore. It 
is dotted with trees and bushes. Then there expands a wide 
plain, ornamented with groves and verdant fields. This plain 
is intersected with creeks, the openings of several of which we 
saw. Then the mountains rise up, step by step, until they reach 
the “unascended majesty” of three great sno\vy peaks. 

As we proceeded northward, the shore rose into hills, more 
like the land further south, and we lost sight of the snow 
mountains. We got good observations during the day, time 
sights by the moon and Venus in the evening, and a meridian 
altitude of the moon. At 6 p.m. passed Cape Noto, made the 
Astrolabe islets, and hove to for the night. 

These islets are barren rocks. We reconnoitred them In 
the morning, and bore up for the island of Jootsima, 1 5 miles 
to the northward of them. Jootsima is a great deal further 
west than its assigned Longitude. The whole coast, as drawn 
on Stebold’s chart, is too far cast. So also are the tabled longi- 
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tudes in Raper. Latitudes in many instances we have found 
very incorrect. 

Jootsima is very low, flat, bushy, covered with houses, and 
lined with reefs, with hundreds of fishing boats. It is danger- 
ously situated for navigation, all the more for its little height. 
At night a vessel would be on it before it could be seen. 

May 31st and the ist June examined the northern side 
of the peninsula of Noto and the large island of Sado. The 
northern half of Sado is mountainous, with yellowish preci- 
pices which resemble patches of snowj the southern half of the 
island is much lower. There is a very deep bay on either side 
(eastern and western) and numerous smaller bights, with 
villages and flotillas. About twenty boats filled with the in- 
habitants came off to visit us. Soon the guard boats came, the 
soldiers first making a sketch of the schooner, and afterwards 
they ordered the people away, whose curiosity, however, 
seemed almost to overcome their awe of authority. We saw no 
women, one little girl only. The soldiers wore one sword, silk 
jackets and lackered umbrella-shaped hats. The common peo- 
ple were clothed in coarse cotton, sometimes in nothing at wl. 
One of the most respectable looking individuals, not a soldier , 
asked in the Chinese character a few dvll questions about the 
schooner, and offered to pilot us into the port whence he came, 
then about two miles distant. Another, a venerable old man, 
gave me, with quite an air, one piece of cash carefully envel- 
oped, and a small piece of silk braid. I gave him a lead pencil 
in return, which delighted him exceedingly. All the faces 
around us, even those of the soldiers (stoical in trying to con- 
quer the invincible curiosity which yet looked out of their 
eyes) were smiling and friendly. When the guard boats left, 
some of the other boats returned, and a few followed us five 
or six miles. 

June ad. On this morning, as on one or two previous occa- 
sions, we found that a fall in the barometer had resulted in no 
change of weather. It was fine. At 9 p.m. we were three miles 
north of Awa-sima, having cut in this island, many tangents 
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of Sado, and peaks and points on Niphon. A conspicuous snow 
mountain, which 1 subsequently called Mount Pierce, was 
angled on all day. Aw*a-sima is hilly, but low and small, and 
is about ten miles from the mainland. 

3d. Passed 6 or 7 miles west of Tobi-sima which is small and 
low, and covered wnth bushes. There is a detached bushy islet 
to the southward of it, and some rocks. Mount Pierce is not 
crowned with snow", hut has quantities of it in its unsunned 
hollows and ravines. Rising not far from the coast, it is prom- 
inent from many views, and in its sloping pyramidal form, and 
rosy whiteness at long distances, is beautiful to sec. Between 
it and the Cape of the Russians further north are three deep 
bays, besides the inlet under the latter promontory. 

We passed the Cape of the Russians within three miles, and 
Cape Gamaley within l/i a mile. Close to the latter wc lost 
the fresh SE breeze we had carried all day. 

The Cape of the Russians is a high mountain, with long 
declivities (radii like the crimps of a ruff) which terminate in 
bluffsj and its connection with the main land of Niphon being 
a low isthmus, it has every appearance of an island. So it is 
called on the chart — W asika-shm\ but the tracing of the 
shore line contradicts the name, and makes it a peninsular 
promontory. It is timbered, but not thickly. The points are 
rockyj and off the northern extremity of the cape is a separate 
reef half a mile long, its outer rock more than a mile from 
shore. 

Between this remarkable promontory and a point of high 
land south of Cape Gamaley, is a very deep bay. Under Cape 
Gamaley itself js a large bight, apparently well sheltered j but, 
though close to it in passing, it was too late in the evening to 
examine it. Indeed I have to regret that want of time pre- 
vented our surveying many inwting harbors, which we passed 
on all portions of the coast. 

The shore in view this day ivas as a general thing hilly, 
except the isthmus at the Cape of the Russians. There were 
many mountain ranges inland, and three snow peaks to the 
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southward of Mount Pierce. The minor features of the scen- 
ery were as usual charming. 

The highlands of Cape Gamaley are not dissimilar to those 
of the Cape of the Russians, showing a central summit and out 
sloping points. The western point of this promontory, how- 
ever, stretches further out in lour land than the others, being 
a smooth green hill, with a green islet close to it. 

June 4th. The weather had entirely changed. We had fresh 
squalls from the Eastward, and at 10 a.m. quite a gale. The 
schooner was put under close reefed foresail, and hove to, or 
run as she appeared to drift towards any of the land that lay 
all around us, and that loomed occasionally through the mist. 
We got glimpses of the high mountains on Jesso [Ezo, Yezo, 
or Hokkaido], the coast of Niphon near Capes Grcig and 
Sangar, and the island of Kosima. A strong current to the east- 
ward, with ocasional violent ripplings, but no swells. 

5th. Fanned with light airs, assisted by the current, into the 
Straits of Sangar [TsugaruJ j and at 3 r.M. m.ade the promon- 
tory of Hakodadi. 

Cape Grelg is a bold headland, with red rocky bluffs, and 
ragged peaks. Peak Tilesius, spoken of by Admiral Krusen- 
stern as so remarkable a mountain, I did not sec, owing to the 
thick weather. The entrance to the Straits ofSangar is strongly 
marked by the off-lying volcanic islands (one only of which 
we saw), the mountain cape of Nadicjda on Jesso, with its 
fringe of rocks, and the long slope and abrupt termination of 
Cape Sangar. Close to the latter cape is a small peaked islet, 
or, more properly, a large rock. 

The thick weather and rapid currents stopped our running 
sur\'cy from the time of making these straits. Our sights for 
latitude and longitude were indifferent, and the angles we 
took not very accurate. 1 therefore consider our reconnaissance 
as terminating at Cape Gamalcj-.** 

s* Time nanm of fJjm In norilirni IIoi«iI»« are noir out of 

Thef may tie found on the aecomi map, rntiiW "CJuft of the Coait of China 
■nj of the Japan lUinJi . . appended to ih* worlj y^rrjtrcf */ /if 
/i»m ef Jm SjujJrtn /» Itf CU>l» Xej/ fMJ ... CWee /if 

t 86 ] 



Lyond precedent. I cannot too warmly express my sat.s 

“mean back rate for the chronometers has “ 

the determinations at the times of oWrvat.on. A table of lat. 

tudes and longitudes, thus corrected, is m prepara . 

1 have the honor to be. Sir, respectfully, 

Your Obdt. Servt. 

« j V/iLLiAM Gidson 

“iJg U.S.t":'ying Expedn. Ac.g, Lkut. Comdg. 

to the North Pacific, &c. 

Ship Vincennes 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Port of Hakodadi 

[Commander John Rodgers] J“"' '®55 

In accordance with your instructions I have, in the launch 
of the Vincennes, examined and partially surveyed 45° 
of the Eastern Coast of the Island of Nippon, from Simoda to 
Hakodadi, and shall at the earliest moment present a full 
report of the voyage to which this is preliminary. 

Sailing from Simoda on the 28th May, we encountered 
headwinds, rain and a rough sea, the land was obscured. In 


Command of Commodore M. C. ferry . . . , vol. H. Washington, A. O. P. 
Nicholson, 1856. 
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the evening we anchored in a small boat harbor (Sino Hama) 
ten or twelve miles north of Simodaj there a portion of our 
crew slept upon the shore. Information of our arrival reaching 
Simoda, and interpreters from that place boarded us at dawn. 
They were told that we were going from Simoda to Hakadodi, 
that the weather was bad and we had anchored for the night} 
that as it had become favorable we would depart. They offered 
to supply us with fresh provisions, and the offer was accepted: 
there was an apparent design to delay us, we therefore sailed. 

The north wind continuing, we stood toward the volcanic 
Island of Oho-Sima. At noon we found a powerful current 
sweeping us to the North and East. A South wind sprang up 
and in company with thirty large junks from Seaward, we ran 
towards the entrance of the Bay of Jedo [Edo], in order to 
connect the running Survey of the Coast of Nippon with the 
observations made at Simoda, by triangulation upon promi- 
nent peaks of the mountain ranges. Our boat spreading much 
canvass, easily passed the vessels of the Japanese, though 
before the wind they sail well. It seemed as we came up that 
they endeavored to keep aloof, we approached them to within 
a cables length. At evening there were few ahead. Coming 
into the wake of the largest we followed her towards the Bay 
of Jedo} at sunset its entrance was in sight, we then hauled 
off intending to anchor under Cape Susaki, but the wind head- 
ing us from the East we anchored North of the larger of two 
islands shown in Siebolds chart. Near it and outside of us was 
a large fleet of boats, perhaps an hundred, probably fisher- 
men} they did not perceive us. At first supposing them to be 
guard boats we edged away to the North in passing and pre- 
pared our arms. 

In the morning they were gone and we e.vamined the Bay 
of Susaki, which is capacious with good holding ground and 
easy of access, open to the West but more safe than the port 
of Simoda. It is near the entrance to the Bay of Jedo. Upon 
the extremity of Cape Susaki is a work of eight embrasures.*' 

A nivigatlonal chart of the Bay of Sotalu was made by this venturesome 
crew and was included in the first volume of the expedition’s correspondence. 
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Lunnlng to the East we attempted unsuccessfully to weather 
^peKing. At night found shelter in a rocky basin frequented 
)y fishermen and adjoining a shallow bay formed by a reef, 
md in which were moored several small junks: a village 
named Sino Hama, literally white beach, stood upon the 
shore, and a temple upon the promontory separating the two 
harbors. The inhabitants to the number of five or six hundred 
covered the sides of the basin in which W’e were lying and so 
dense was the throng that wc could with difficulty find a foot- 
ing upon the shore, Wc landed and walked a short distance 
into the country, entered their houses and were kindly re- 
ceived. The harvest was being gathered in and the heaps of 
yellow grain gave an agricultural air of plenty to the place. 
The young men are employed in fishing and the females 
manage the farms, usually of small extent. There were but 
three sword wearing officials seen and they did not appear to 
be inclined to limit our rambles or our intercourse with the 
people. At night we slept in the boat but before the dawn 
were awakened by the voices of our friends, who at that early 
hour resumed their stations upon the rocks. There were men 
women and children, many of the latter at the breast. So 
inquisitive were these people that we and our apparel were 
subjected to the closest scrutinyj indeed, the beats of our 
pulses were numbered, the temperature of our hands tried. 
Nor were the females less forward than the men in these 
investigations j it seemed that they would not have hesitated 
to admit us as members of their families. The young girls 
were engaging in their manners and some of them were singu- 
larly beautiful: but the married women were disfigured in our 
estimation by the blackening of their teeth to which we were 
not yet accustomed. 

At this port we first saw a portion of the fishing fleet 
engaged off the SE extremity of Nip*pon where the Sea affords 
abundance. Their large boats, double the length of our launch, 
were propelled with great velodty by twelve men, and in the 
management of their powerful sculling oars they exhibit the 
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most perfect specimens of athletic and graceful men that I 
have ever seen. A single stripe of cloth about their loins left 
to view their fine persons, and in learing the port many of 
them threw into their action an air of pride. 

Leaving this hospitable port we rounded Cape King and 
entered the bight upon which Siebold places several villages 
and anchorages. As the evening approached we sought in vain 
for some shelter, two villages were visited in succession but 
the ports were hardly worthy of the name, for a few rocks 
breaidng the rollers permitted their flat and light boats by 
dexterous management to land upon the beach where they 
were hauled beyond the reach of the waves. 

The barometer slowly falling and clouds forming to the 
S West it was thought expedient to leave the lee land for the 
open sea. 

As we stood out, a sea without warning broke with great 
violence near the boat, but only once, rain fell and fitful gusts 
swept over us. In the morning standing in to examine a port 
which appeared little better than those seen the preceding 
evening, we were overhauled by eighty fishing boats, manned 
by more than a thousand mcnj the press was tremendous and 
to avoid carrying away our jib boom it was rigged in. We were 
upon our guard, but from these unceremonious people '>vc 
experienced only kindness} they threw into our boat fish of 
s-arious species, rice, tobacco and wood} each boat thus offered 
a tribute which was always accepted, returning them fishing 
hooks, lead, buttons &c. Finally wc were so hemmed in that 
we lost steerage way and got out our oars upon which they 
made more room for us, but still heedless of our remon- 
strances pressing by us and ahead wc intimated our desires 
more clearly by discharging a revolver athwart their bows, 
which they took in good part and laughing left us to pursue 
our course. 

It became necessary to replenish our water barccas and wc 
therefore entered a deep but small bay, formed by a reef, bare 
at low water, upon which were some hundreds of the Japa- 
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ncse collecting sea weed apparently for exportation; three 
large junks were lying in the harbor which opens to the South 
and is not inviting to ships of large size. Wc were visited by 
officials and supplied with wood and water; remuneration was 
declined and no persuasion induced them to receive it. Wc 
were permitted to land but not to visit the town. There is a 
spring of excellent water, at the foot of a verdant hill sur- 
mounted by a temple, and wnthin a stone cast of the anchorage. 
We left an hour or two after anchoring, examining the most 
important portions of the bay and its entrance. In accomplish- 
ing the survey we employed our oars, and the weather cloth 
being down, the rollers at the entrance of the harbor rendered 
the operation somewhat hazardous. 

On the 3rd June having laid off the land during the night, 
there being no harbors south of Daiho Saki, we were off that 
cape. There arc towns upon its south & north shores; the 
former are fishing hamlets with unprotected beaches, the latter 
has apparently a fine harbor formed by a reef in the North 
bight of the Cape, and is of considerable importance. Several 
junks were lying within the reef, its entrance is towards the 
extremity of the Cape and is well defined; if there is sufficient 
water the inner harbor W’ould be a very desirable one for ships 
in distress. The Cape itself protects an anchorage possessing 
good holding ground, open only towards the North, sound- 
ings regular. The town would doubtless afford supplies of 
wood, water and provisions. We regretted exceedingly that 
time could not be devoted to a close examination of this port; 
head winds and adverse currents had delayed us much and 
they seemed to prevail. There was a long line of coast before 
us without harbors ; and as it was indispensable that the launch 
should not retard the ship from sailing on her voyage, at the 
only available season, to examine Behring Straits, we reluc- 
tantly left this inviting harbor, its toWn glittering white in the 
sun. Subsequently we found that the difficulties in our way 
had not been over-rated. 

On the 4th of June the \rind came out ahead with rain and 
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That evening a North-Easter came on, the rain poured inces- 
santly, a thick mist shut out the land. A lee shore and no 
shelter, we were again forced to carry sail to get an offing. In 
the early night a remarkably luminous sea beneath a black and 
lowering sky presented an impressive scenej but the wind 
hauled to the N* West and on the morning of the 9th we were 
off the Bay of Sendai and saw the great Mountains Inland 
capped with snow, the weather cleared and the sun came out. 
We were charmed with this magnificent bay: It affords nu- 
merous harbors, and according to the season of the year one 
may be preferred to another, but there are some entirely pro- 
tected. Crossing a bar, upon which the water broke at one 
fathom, we entered the river Tomigawa, to the town of Iso- 
kona. The river is about two hundred yards wide and from 
one to three fathoms deep. A rapid ebb running as we came in, 
fourteen large junks lay moored before the town. Between four 
and five thousand persons of both sexes assembled upon the 
shore, their eyes were fixed upon us: it was not pleasant to be 
so intensely gaaed at by so many people. We were within ten 
yards of the shore, we wanted wood and water, they seemed 
to be satisfied in gating, there was not a breath of air, perfect 
silence reigned upon (he river. A letter was waved to them, 
messengers were seen to detach themselves from the throng 
and to run. In a few moments a number of officers arrived, 
they came on board [and] were agitated and trembled exces- 
sively. We endeavored to put them at their ease and soon suc- 
ceeded. All the boats of the river were then launched and 
overburdened, thronged round us, some filled with water 
drenching their occupants, men were falling overboard in 
every direction, and the people on shore waded out into the 
nver to see us more closely: even some who were blind faced 
the boat intently for hours. 1 do not believe that any European 
has entered this river. 

The object of our voyage was explained to the officials by 
a letter in the Chinese character, they were informed of our 
wants, which were immediately supplied. We understood 
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from them that it was necessary to communicate with the 
Prince or the Ruler of the district before they could supply us 
with more than provision for the day, and that as he resided 
at a considerable distance, three days would be required for 
the answer. They brought us boiled rice and tea from the firej 
they gave us all the wood we asked for, and offered, to bring 
spring water if we preferred it to that of the river, priv’ately 
they gave us fresh eggs and vegetables, but were studious of 
concealment. They declined permitting me to walk in the 
town. Our gilded buttons were objects of admiration and they 
received them readily. 

Many police officers wearing tassels of red silk, and devices 
upon their loose coats, surrounded the boat, they carried light 
wands and used them upon their forward countrymen, one of 
whom while examining a pistol, shown him by a seaman, sud- 
denly cocked it and pulled the trigger, firing it. The guards 
instantly seized the unfortunate offender, he was thrown 
down and with a companion bound hand & foot, most pain- 
fully. I interceded for them and the principal visitor promised 
to represent the matter to the authorities. The intercession 
seemed pleasing to the Japanese, with the e.xception of the 
police who were (cnadous of their priviJiges. 

The tide low and the sea breaking on the bar, it was thought 
imprudent to attempt the passage, we therefore dropped down 
to a more quiet anchorage. A guard boat accompanied us, at a 
late hour boats carrying lanterns were seen approaching, they 
contained the officials who questioning us upon the subject of 
our desires, as to the character of the food we required? and 
again gave us to understand that in three days an answer 
would be received from the Chief of the district, and that 
then, anything could be freely given us, they then left us and 
were followed by the guard boat. We were however not suf- 
fered to repose in quiet, for several boats filled with men and 
women came alongside? they offered their pipes and tobacco 
and conversed with us by signs. In the morning we got under 
way and pulled out over the bar, but not until we had received 
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morning r?i1{ from the offidals and another meal of rice and 
They wished us to remain longer, but finding that we 
ould not be persuaded, landed and the Standard bearer run- 
ung to the seashore waved his flag in the direction of the 
ieepest water of the bar, inclining its staff to the right or left 
thus indicating the course. 

Before leaving the bay it was deemed prudent to land on 
some secluded spot and to cook the remaining salt provision, 
and it was d^irable that the crew confined for so long a time 
should have exercise on shore. We landed on a small island 
clothed with cedars and other trees j fires were made and at 
noon we wxre ready to proceed. Many boats came loaded with 
visitors, from them we procured fish and shells. As we took 
our departure the officers of Isokona were seen approaching, 
we passed them and stood out, several boats following us. A 
number of fishermen who had been successful in their em- 
ployment pulled rapidly to us holding up to view fine large 
fish which they freely gave us. Meanwhile dark clouds formed 
over the land and thunder began to roll among the mountains, 
a squall passed and rain fell. A large boat bearing a standard 
came to us and an officer whom we had not before seen, invited 
us to anchor in an arm of the bay close by. We accepted the 
invitation. The official, who seemed more a landsman than a 
sailor, offered to tow us in, and to test his sincerity we gave 
him a line, which he took and began in earnest to tow us. 
Manning our oars, his crew were forced to direct their efforts 
to keeping ahead of us, rather than to towing. They thought 
it a pleasing jest and laughed good humoredly. The anchor- 
age to which, accompanied by twenty boats, we were thus 
conducted, proved to be a good one and adapted to the largest 
vessels. We were most kindly received by the inhabitants who 
gave us various trifles of personal ornament as tokens of their 
good will and friendship. We were surprised by the reappear- 
ance of the Isokona offidalsj they brought radishes, turnip 
tops and eg^, to me they presented a box of confectionary a 
tan, and a little box, to which I made a suitable return. Late 
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in the evening another supply of rice & tea was brought to 
us, and our crew seemed to think they were in polit[e]ness 
bound to return Captain Rice as they facetiously termed our 
Caterer empty platters. 

\Vc found a plentiful supply of fresh water on the beach, 
a rivulet runs there. 

At daylight on the i ith we weighed and accompanied by 
numerous boats stood out to sea. The Isokona officials came 
after us in hot pursuit, and we luffed to the wind for them. 
The chief by word and gesture pressed us to return, he seemed 
to entertain a real affection for us, told us that if we would 
delay our departure the Governor or prince would visit us, 
that he was coming, and that we should have all the luxuries 
that the land afforded j And when at last I pointed to the open 
sea and gently put his hand aside, he stepped back into his 
boat and perfectly dejected regarded us with a longing look 
as we sailed away} and until beyond the range of vision we 
could see the motionless figure of Captain Rice. The kindness 
of this man made a deep impression upon our crew, and he 
was often the subject of conversation. 

With a fair wind we coasted Northward surveying as we 
ran, but at night the wind hauled ahead and we stood In for 
an inviting bay containing several islands forming commo- 
dious harbors. Under one of them we anchored, visiting the 
habitations of a party of fishermen, who at first distrustful 
soon became familiar and cordial. In the morning we again 
ran out, but only to find light baffling airs from the NE. A 
powerful current set us twelve miles to the Southward during 
the night, although we made ... by log five to the North>vard. 
Resorting to our oars we reached another bay where in a shel- 
tered cove we anchored for the rught. 

In the morning we left, looking first into a splendid haven ; 
but the weather was unfavorable, rain haze and NE wind. We 
sought refuge in another cove where an opportunity of drying 
our clothes was afforded fay the furnace of a salt manufac- 
tory. The rain was constant and we had made so little prog- 
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i that we became impatient. When we arrived the fisher- 
n of the hamlet had just returned and a division of their 
1 w’as being made, they placed an equal share for our crew 
d gave them to us voluntarily. 

On the morning of the isth the sky was clear and a light 
r ruffled the sea. We hastened away and, a strong wind com- 
g from the SE, we rapidly shortened the distance to our 
estined port. All night we pushed on carrying sail hard, and 
r the morning the bluff adjoining Gtpe Sinjosaki was in sight. 
Ve passed it and entered the Straits of Sangar. At ten p.m. 
7e reached the anchorage of Hakodadi. We were 2i days on ’ 
;he passage. 

With the exception of about 50 miles we have successfully 
made a running survey of the Coast. Data have been obtained 
for the determination of all prominent and important points. 
Erom Cape King to the Bay of Sendai there are no secure har- 
bors, unless Daiho Saki may be so considered. North of that 
place the coast is low and appears to produce rice in abundance. 
Several Junks were passed at anchor on the open coast. One 
from which we obtained a supply of wood was taking in a 
cargo of ricej their large flat boats are adapted to landing in 
surf. On that line of coast the soundings are regular, a con- 
stant swell prevails from S East, and near the land, in eight 
fathoms, is occasionally very heavy. From the Bay of Sendai 
to the Haven of Nanbu the coast is a series of harbors, the 
country well watered and wooded. The currents near the land 
generally set to the Southward. We obtained characteristic 
specimens of bottom for every section of the Coast. 

The climate resembles that of our sea board about the same 
season of the year, N East wndsbring rain and mist, the atmos- 
phere becomes clear as the wind hauls to the NW or South. 
South West winds seldom blow, they change by the East or 
by the West without regularity. Usually South winds began 
at ten m the forenoon and the North as the sun set. When 
the winds changed during the day they generally hauled by 

f 97 } 



the East but at night by the West. Northerly winds pre- 
dominate. 

From Simoda to Hakodadi there are neither outlying rocks 
nor shoals, and a ship may approach to within a mile of the 
shore without danger. We saw many of the whales known to 
whalemen as humped backs but neither sperm nor right 
whales. Nothing but the possibility of causing delay in the 
departure of the Vincennes from Hakodadi for the North, 
prevented a closer Survey of the Coast and its harbors. 

The launch, though smaller than usual, carried with ease 
fifteen persons, provisions for fourteen days, an hundred and 
twenty gallons of tvater, one of Dahlgrens twelve pounder 
howitzers of 430 lbs., forty rounds of amunition, Carbines, 
cutlasses, pistols and pikes. She was well fitted. Her poop, 
forecastle and weather clothes enabled her to withstand seas 
which without those additions would have swamped her. 

To Mr, [Edward M.] Kern, who accompanied Fremont 
on his explorations, and thus acquired experience and skills, I 
am indebted for the outlines of the land, illustrations, topo- 
graphical sketches and valuable assistance. The launch’s crew 
conducted themselves admirably at sea and In port. Mr. Berry 
sailmaker of the Vincennes also a volunteer, assisted mate- 
rially in the prosecution of the work. 

Very respectfully 

Yr. obt Svt. 

John M. Brooke 

John Rodgers Esq. Actg. Liut 

Commanding U.S. Surveying Epetn. U.S. Navy 

to North Pacific &c. 


Omitted from this account are various lisdngs by longitude and 
latitude of islands situated between Hongkong and Kyushu, also ab- 
stracts of the logs of the Vhtcennes and John Hancock from Hong- 
kong to Hakodate in 1855, as well as an abstracted log of the Fetu- 
more Coofer from Naha to Hakodate. 
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U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

June 19th, 1855 


l^Sccretary DobbinJ 

'■'I have the honor to enclose coptes of ^“<^=000 
tvhich I have had tvith the Governors of and 

Simoda, in relation to certain American citizens who had come 

to Japan to reside temporarily. • 

It Luld occupy your time to no purpose were I to rempit- 
ulate the substance of the correspondence. 

. 1 have taken the ground which 1 deemed the goternme 

\vould wish taken. , . 

I stated that 1 was not instructed m relation to the matter, 
but that in such cases, the Commanders of vessels of war, were 
required to write the interpretation they believed their gov- 
ernment would give. j e . 1 . .u 

I have made the Japanese to undeistand that should my 
views be supported at home, my letter is sufficient notification 

° itwas expressly stated to me, that the Governor of Hako- 
dadi was very sorry, we had his good wishes, but he could 
answer no otherwise than he has done. 1 replied, mat 1 ^der- 
stood perfectly, it was as though I should receive orders to 
fire on Hakodadi, that I should be very sorry, that there are 
many good people in the city, but that 1 could not do ot er- 
wise than fird. 

It w'as assented that the cases were similar. The Japanese 
government may I apprehend, endeavour to disavow the[ir J 
responsibility, should the United States press the question. 

1 sent my letter to the Governor of Simoda on May the 
20th, there has been ample time for an answer. 

It was understood in Simoda, that the citizens of the United 
States, passengers in the ‘^Caroline Foote,” had come to reside 
in Hakodadi under the treaty. 

1 do not think the positive refusal of the Japanese to accept 
the construction 1 believe the ^United States] government 
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has given to the treaty, and their positive refusal to wait for 
a joint construction, is to be regretted. 

The treaty was not in my opinion made with any intention 
of abandoning the seclusion which has so long been the policy 
of their nation. 

Every thing marks that they mean by not trading, to drive 
commerce away, and by not furnishing supplies, to induce 
ships to seek them elsewhere. 

Trade was refused except for things of necessity. I obtained 
a copy of the treaty in Japanese, it Is doubtless such as is fur- 
nished to the Officers for their governance. 

Article 7th is not the same in the two languages. Article 7th 
in Japanese, is as I have been made to understand the fol- 
lowing — 

It is agreed, that Ships of the United States resorting to the 
ports open to them, shall be permitted to exchange gold, and 
silver, coin, and articles of goods, for other articles of goods, 
such ns may be necessary for them, under such regulations, as 
shall be temporarily established by the Japanese government 
for that purpose. 

It is stipulated, however, that the ships of the United 
States shall be permitted to carry away whatever articles they 
are unwilling to exchange. 

“Such as may be necessary for them,” is not in our pub- 
lished copy, and it alters the whole meaning of the article. 

Whether this interpolation arose from fraud, I cannot say. 

The Japanese have for ages kept their country secluded, 
they have refused permission for foreigners to learn their 
language. There is probably no American well versed in it. 

In future, we might properly refuse to sign a Japanese docu- 
ment. In the Dutch language, we should meet on common 
ground. 

Should the government derire to do away with the evasions 
of the Japanese, the remedy must be held in the hands of the 
United States. 
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There are miles oE waste land around Hakodadi, with a 
soil as fine apparently as any in the world. 

Thebotanist, Mr. [Charles] Wright, who has roamed over 
Texas and other very fruitful soils, does not know where he 
could find better land than the waste plains here. We should 
hire the fields at a price fixed by ourselves, with liberty to 
cultivate them in our own manner, with Americans, or Japa- 
nese, or Chinese. Thus only can supplies for ships be ensured. 

Custom Houses should be established with liberty on pay- 
ing duties to take goods out of them, and do with them what 
we please, with the power of giving them away, or selling 
them to any Japanese without restriction. 

No remedy occurs to me for a difficulty in obtaining return 
cargoes should the Japanese tell their merchants not to buy, 
nor exchange, they would not dare to do so. 

The promulgation of a decree from the Emperor, permit- 
ting trade, printing and distributing the edict ourselves, with 
the promise of protecting the Japanese in the exercise of this 
law, might answer the end.** 

Whatever the treaty may contain should be acted upon 
immediately, the land selected, and given in possession, goods 
entered, and traded at once, and houses advertised for, and 
lived in. Thus a precedent of what we mean, and of what they 
gjve, will be established before the force disperses. After- 
wards, the Japanese cannot well retract, or pretend to have 
mistaken the meaning. 

It could be easily explained that all this was to prevent mis- 
understanding of the treaty. We should have an express right 
to hire houses, or to build them, or to live at inns, as in other 
countries. 

Should the government of the United States decide that 
the matter is serious enough for the employment of coercion, 
it would be humane to use a sufficient force at first. The Japa- 


nJi* Th’ird of Treaty of Yedo, July 29, 1858, provided almost ex 

^ly for whit Commander Kodgen here »uggested. See Hunter Miller fed 1 
Trtattet anJ Olh^r JnUrnatioifal Aeu ...» Vll, p, 952. ^ ■' 
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nese will be terrified, and overcome, without having received 
the petty injuries which irritate, and provoke resistance — 
leaving a resentment which prevents cordial good feeling 
afterwards.** 

Osacka the great commerdal emporium of Japan, cannot 
be approached very closely by large ships. Bomb launches of 
very light draught might be put together with screws, taken 
apart, placed on board the large steamers and set up In Japan. 
Boarding nettings would be necessary for them. 

The Russian Admiral In Stmoda gained his points by always 
threatening to go to Jedo. He would get up during the con- 
ference, and say, Well gentlemen, we will talk of this matter 
no longer, I am going to Jedo” — he would then appear to 
leave. The Japanese would run after him, and say, “Stop, we 
may perhaps arrange it,” and then upon further discussion, 
they gave way. 

This hint may be of use. Where ever the vessels might 
rendezvous preparatory to the discussion of thetreaty, whether 
here, or in Heda, or under Susakl Point, at the SE entrance 
of Jedo Bay (where the launch found good protection, and 
excellent holding ground of mud — ), a revision of It would 
best take place ofE the palace at Jedo. 

The American gentlemen who came to Japan to reside 
were told in Simoda, by the Russians, that the Emperor had 
ordered all the bells except two in eadi dty to be sent to Jedo 
to be run into cannon. It is said that he has established the 
manufacture of arms in the capital, and made thousands after 
American models. One of the Japanese who has seen a good 
deal of foreigners stated to Purser Boggs that he knew we 
were stronger than they, but that the Emperor thought other- 
wise. 

‘® In similar words Commodore Peny had argued for an impressive naval 
squadron to back up his diplomacy. Sud> frank utterances give the lie to the pre- 
Pearl Harbor occidental misimpression: that the reopening of Japan by Perry 
and others was conducted in such a way a* to inspire confidence on the part of 
the Japanese. There were not lacking expressions of this sort by individual 
Japanese, but the basic feeling was a compound of perilous exposure, fear, and 
a determination to hold oil the Westerners until protection could be devised. 
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These 1 give as rumours merely, and not as positively 
known, but they are worth repeating, and may explain what 
we should not otherwise understand. 

With a very human weakness, it may be that the matters 
under my eyes seem far more important than they wUl do 
when •wewed from a distance. 

I beg you will except this excuse, should my letter appear 
intemperate. 

1 have the honor to be 

Very Respectfully 
Your obdt servt. 

John Rodgers 

Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Padfic Ocean, &c. 

Honorable James C. Dobbin 
Secretary of the Na\7 
Washington, D.C. 

& 


At Shimoda and Hakodate, Commander Rodgers took up the 
cause of American merchants who desired to secure residences on 
shore so as to sell imports and to purchase fresh cargoes. The follow- 
ing correspondence, which was endosed with dispatches to Washing- 
ton, will indicate the nature of Japanese caution and of American 
arguments. 


Yakushen Temple 

Com. Rodgen, Kakisaki, Japan 

Commanding U.S. Exploring Expedidon, May iith, 1855 

Harbor of Simoda 

Dear Sir! 

We, the undersigned dtizens of the United States of 
America, most respectfully beg leave to represent to you Sir, 
That on the publication of the American Treaty with Japan, 
wc were lead to believe that in accordance with one, or more 
artidcs of said Treaty, Americans would be permitted to re- 
side in Simoda, and Hakodadi. We therefore determined to 
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locate at the latter port, where our whale ships have been 
appointed to rendezvous on the close of the present whaling 
season, and where they expect to receive from us in the fall, 
their supplies of provisions, chandlery, &c. 

On our voyage thither, we touched at this port, March 
15th, and on our arrival, found the crew of the late Russian 
Frigate Diana, who were wrecked on this island in Deer, last 

Our vessel was chartered to convey the Russians to one of 
their ports. We landed our cargo without opposition, and our- 
selves came on shore the 26th of March, have peaceably 
occupied one of the Temples assigned to us, until the 23d ult 
since which time, a Correspondence has ensued between the 
Governor of Simoda, and ourselves, a copy of which, with 
original letters, you will please find enclosed. 

Now Sir, in the absence of a U.S. Consul, or Commissioner, 
to whom we might present our grievances, we must necessarily 
claim your protection. 

Relying on your consideration and interest in behalf of 
your countrymen — 

We have the honor to be ^ 

Sir with great respect 
Your most Obdt Servts — 

(signed) Reed & Dougherty, 

(signed) H. H. Doiy, In behalf of the Americans. 

M. 

On the twenty-first of the Third Month, 1855, three lesser officials 
of Shimoda (Gohoru Saburo, hlurayama Takitsuro, and Nakagawa 
Tatsuki) requested the Americans to leave Shimoda as soon as possible 
after the return of their vessel, the Caroline S. Foote, She had been 
leased to the stranded Russians at Heda so that they might be evacu- 
ated to safety at Petropatlovsk, The Japanese document also warned 
against an attempt to secure permanent residence at Hakodate. 

One of the Americans, If. H. Dot)*, wrote on April 23rd to the 
governors of Shimoda, explaining the reason for the American vessel's 
absence and agreeing to depart soon after her return. 
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The partners \V. C. Reed and T. T. Dougherty replied to the 
governor on May 7th with a dedararion which concluded proudly: 

As free American citizens, we cannot concede to you, or any 
other Governinent, not excepting our own, the right to deter- 
mine for us, those things which our own interests must decide. 

Mr. Doty was evidently encouraged to enter a similar protest on 
the next day. 

From the Gyokusenit, a temple 5 i\ Shtmoda’s neighboring hamlet 
of Kaidzaki, whicK Townsend H.irris converted into the first Amer- 
ican consulate in Nippon (August 28, 1856), Messrs. Edward A. 
Edgerton, William E. Bidleman, and Horace W, Peabody on May 
10th wrote in these similar words: 

. . a We have not during the period of about two months 
that we have lived and resided here asked to stay in this place, 
considering we were free here to do so, as in other countries, 
and not subjected to such restrictions as the Dutch and Chi- 
nese are at Nagasaki, who there stay and reside, and are not 
restricted and confined to staying on Shipboard. 

We also as being Americans, free as in other countries, 
would with all due respect and in accordance with the firm, 
lasting and sincere friendship between the two nations, and 
with sincere, cordial amity protest against any Japanese being 
sent to follow us in our walks, or to spy what we do (which is 
not permitted in other countries!), or to prevent our going 
where we please at all times both by land and water, within 
the limits of the Treaty. 

And also against any restriction, confinement or direction 
which is not in a manner clear and positive (as resolved by the 
Treaty of Kanagawa), expressed in and fixed by the Said 
Treaty, in neither which nor in the Kegulations agreed to in 
the third month after making the said Treaty do we find any 
restriction or confinement as regards the time of our staying 
in this place or in Hakodadi, or any hours of the day or night 
specified, or any direction to our departure being regulated 
by the Japanese authorities, to whom we wish to pay all 
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proper respect! but that Americans being free here as in other 
countries, and in accordance mth the firm lasting and sincere 
friendship between the two countries, and the sincere, cordial 
amity between their people[s], are not subjected to confine- 
ment in relation thereto. . . . 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Simoda, 

[Hb Excellency The Governor of Simoda] May 20th, 1855 

Sir! 

I have received from the American citizens, temporarily 
residing in Simoda, the correspondence which has t^en place 
between your Excellency and them. I have not been instructed 
by my government in relation to them. I can therefore only 
express my own views of their case. The powers with which 
my government has clothed me, makes it necessary for me 
to do this. 

It is very plain to me and I presume it will also be plain to 
your Excellency, that the treaty vrith the United Slates was 
a grave paper, involving important facts. By this treaty the 
government of Japan acknowledged that it was willing to 
draw into closer union the bonds of peace, which united them 
to the United States. 

Treaties are agreements between nations. A treaty is law 
between equals and neither party can construe it against the 
consent of the other. Should there be a difference between the 
United States and your government, it must be settled by the 
Japanese sending a minister plenipotentiary to the United 
States, or the United States sending one to Japan. The mean- 
ing being there agreed upon by both parties, both will aid m 
carrying it out. 

Article fourth of the treaty of Kanagawa is this: “Those 
shipwrecked persons and other citizens of the United States 
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shall be free as In other countries and not subject to con 

ment, but shall be amenable to just laws. nf 

Article fifth: “shipwrecked manners and other ^laens of 

the United States temporarily living at Simoda and Hakodadi 
shall not be subject to such restnctions and confinement ^ the 
Dutch and Chinese are at Nangasaki, but shall be free &c &c. 

The Treaty expressly mentions nt'^ns of 'no 
States temporarily living at Simoda and Hakodadi and pro- 
vides for their safety and for their accommodation. 

It remains to find out the meaning of “temporarily liv- 
ing.”" It is the custom in America and Europe for^e atizens 
of one country to travel freely into other lands. They rarry 
passports, which are papers declaring who they are; these 
passports also request aU magistrates, governors and govern- 
ments before whom they may come, to give them aid and pro- 
tection in their lawful acts. . .n i 

"When these people are apprehended for crimes or illepl 
deeds they write to their Consul or Ambassador who takes 
care that they are properly tried by legal tribunals. It guilty 
they are punished by the laws, and if innocent they are acquit- 
ted and free from all harm or illtreatment or restraint. 

These people traveling for pleasure or for learning or for 
mercantile business reside temporarily, where they choose. 
They hire houses or build them or live at inns. Students from 
i our country go to England or to France or to Germany and 
study as many years as they like} some study the laws, some 
study medicine, some surgery, some history, some literature. 
We have thus a knowledge of all countries of all laws, of all 
literature, of all saence. Some go abroad to study mechanic 
arts, some to study saence, some to study warfare, some to 
study the arts of peace. All these men having resided tempo- 

*« Cf., Hnnter Miller (ed.), TrtatUt ani Other International Acts . . . , VI, 
p. 441. 

Artide Two of the Shlmod* Convention of June 17. 1857, prodded that 
Americans might reside permanendy at Shlmoda and Hakodate (ibid., VII, 
p. S96) » and the Treaty of Yedo, July ay, i8«8, extended the privilege in five 
additional ports when they should be opened pp. 9SO*9S*)* 
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rarily abroad bring to their country valuable information. In 
the same manner we impart our knowledge as freely as we 
seek it. Foreign citizens may have a temporary residence in 
our country as long as they please; So our citizens Jive tempo- 
rarily in other countries as long as they please. 

We have law’s, by which foreign citizens may become natu- 
ralized. It offers them advantages, should they wish to remain 
in our country; then after naturalization they are no longer 
temporary residents and cannot claim the interposition of their 
former government. They become Americans by naturali- 
zation. 

Our citizens temporarily living in Mexico and carrying on 
trade there or living quietly for their pleasure, were unjustly 
treated; for a long time we endeavoured to obtain, what the 
treaty allowed. The Mexican government refused to listen to 
our remonstrances, many cases occurred. At last after fruitless 
attempts to obtain justice, we made war, took all their for- 
tresses, which opposed us, took their capital, the city of Mex- 
ico and overran their country. The Mexicans supposed, wc 
would suffer them to illtrcat our temporary citizens and 
thought, because wc were a very peaceable people, that we 
would not punish them. Having overcome them wc made 
peace. The temporary residence mentioned in the treaty of 
Kanagaw'a had reference I think on the part of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to ‘‘temporary residence” in Hako- 
dadi and Simoda, such as exists elsewhere, with liberty to 
move within certain limits, specified and with the right, to buy 
through the government what they needed and amenable only 
to just laws; but if the Government of Japan docs not so 
understand it, their understanding is a fair subject of deliber- 
ation and I am sure that from the high opinion which my 
government has of the justice and friendship and kindness of 
His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Jap.m, his interpreta- 
tion will receive the President’s most earnest attention. 

Now it seems that the American gentlemen here have come 
to Japan upon a fair interpretation of the treaty, as undcr- 
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stood in the United States, and they 
ralZ"^^" d^TheTaJ^e 

the governments agree as to the interpre a i , cannot 

plain what should be done. But now the Sutes ranno^ 

carry them away, until the Japanese government 
the Japanese cannot send them away untd >t -= ^eed what 

the trLy means by “temporary ,hher 

governmLs are eoncerned, the matter .s too h'gh for -ither 
government alone. The Americans alone cannot 
treaty, neither can the Japanese alone. The Japa g 
menTcan remonstrate with the EZefor 

remonstrance I mean that His Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of Japan may write to the President of the United States, or 
the Japanese highest Officer for Foreign Affairs ‘o 

the American Secretary of State, who is our highest Officer for 
Foreign Affairs”, Or His Excellency ‘'j' ‘^“''7"% ' f™^f 
can write to the American Seaetary of State for Foreign A - 
fairs and say he writes by order of his governnren . 

Where an Officer has an opportunity of learning the opinion 
of his government he cannot write his own views, or i e 
does it will not be regarded. But an Officer bke myself, who 
is so far away from his country, must write his own opinion, 
because he cannot receive orders upon the sudden 
which happen. I am required by my government to do this. In 
suffering these Americans to reside temporarily in Simoda or 
in Hakodadi, it is plain that the Japanese government cannot 
receive any harm. The people are too few and li the Japanese 
government remonstrates, then it cannot be ^ ° ^ 

precedent, because the Japanese government says that it does 
not understand the treaty as we understand it and they wish to 
have the meaning settled. After knowing the meaning then 
can the Japanese send them away, if it is so decided. 

When a treaty gives a thing, it gives every thing which is 
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necessaiy to the enjoyment of the thing given. If a person 
may live in a place it is plain, he must have a right to sleep 
and to eat} he must have a house and provisions and fuel. 
Thus a permission to live at Simoda and Hakodadi must give 
all the means of living. If a permission has any meaning, it 
intends protections and permission to reside in houses and to 
buy food. 

I think the wise way would be for the Governors of Simoda 
and Hakodadi to be patient and to avoid rash deeds. The 
American government is just and peaceable and honorable, « 
well as strong. Let them remonstrate in the name of their 
government, as I now remonstrate in the name of my govern- 
ment. I will send their paper to my government and the mat- 
ter will be settled by the Emperor of Japan and the President 
of the United States. The Governors will avoid breaking the 
treaty before it is understood and friendship will grow 
stronger and stronger. ^ ^ ^ 

If American vessels go to Simoda and Hakodadi, it is plain, 
that they must have the things necessary for them, such as the 
Japanese do not use and cannot supply: Chain Cables and iron 
anchors, such as our large ships employ, are not made m 
Japan and therefore the Japanese cannot supply them. Cord- 
age and salt provisions and bread and tar with many other 
things are necessary to American vessels. Let these Americans 
live quietly here or go to Hakodadi, let them do every thing 
which Americans think is in the treaty. Remonstrate with the 
American government and it will be time enough to get angry 
and do things by force, after the remonstrance fails to receive 
attention. That the Americans thought they were right is 
proved by their bringing their wives and children. They 
would not have brought them, had they contemplated break- 
ing the laws. 

I am required by the government of the United States to 
write to them every thing which I do, to send copies of evci^' 
writing which 1 may receive, and to report all my acts. By' this 
time 1 think the President of the United States knows of my 
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ktt=r to the Honorable Secretary of State for Foreign Affair 
letter to me no 

Empire of Japan for 1 sent HI 

before I came to Simi^a Th s letter vn 

important to be neglected. 1 shall sena 
Hakodadi and also a copy of the '' nd he 

American gentlemen temporarily residing in Japan had the 
honor of holding with your Excellency. 

My position and my necessity of °°,Xa. ? 

me cieful In my acts and scrupulous m \ 

have said is worthy of your Excellency s sen ujphcst 

beg Your Excellency to receive the assurances of my highest 

respect and to believe me 

Sincerely Your Fnend, 


His Excellency 

The Governor ot Slmoda 


Signed, John Rodgers, 

Commanding U.S. Surveying Exptililion 

to the North Pacific Ocean &c &c. 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

[His Excellency The Governor o£ Hakodat^ June isth, 1855 

Several Americanjs] have come from the United States to 
“reside temporarily” in Hakodadi under the stipulations of 

the treaty made in regard to them. _ . .. 

1 have the honor to request Your Excellency to permit 
them to “live temporarily” in the city under your governance. 

1 have the honor to be , , , 

Your Excellency’s 

Sincere Friend, 


(Signed) John Rodgers, 

Commanding U.S. Survepng Expedition 
to China Seas, & Pacific Ocean 

His Excellency' 

The Governor i 

of Hakodadi. 
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On the same day came the /rom Governor Takenouch/, 

Shimotsuke-no-kami, which yfas translated by the Americans from 
the Dutch. 



To His Excellency 

the Commodore of the American 

Ship of war Vincennes. 

About the residence of the American [s] and women here in 
Hakodate and about the letter written by Your Excellency to 
the Governor of Simoda 1 have written to day to the Japanese 
Government. Since the said Governor has probably already 
reported about the residence of these people, I require the 
decision of the Government. I have said that until the decision 
arrives I cannot grant a residence to others than shipwrecked 
people. Your Excellency states that a written answer is neces- 
sary to be sent to the Untied States, and that in consequence 
a fleet of war would arrive. The reasons for this 1 do not 
comprehend. Said Governor has not permitted the residents 
of the Americans in Simoda, but on account of the unfortunate 
Russians in Simoda the Americans from the Schooner were 
taken on shore. When the Governor asked the Russians for 
the reason of it, the Russians said that misfortune and season 
(possibly earthquake of the season) had forced them to do so; 
they wished in case any other nation should urge this as a 
precedent, before the permission was obtained, that the Gov- 
ernor should state, the Russians had done wrong. Even I'our 
Officer (Consul) shall not reside in Simoda before eighteen 
months, as the treaty stipulates there is no right in my opinion 
to reside without permission in Hakodate. Respecting the 
manner of your Government and the necessity for ships, it is 
hereby communicated to your Exccllcnc)', that I have 
promptly ^vrittcn the Government and that I cannot permit a 
free residence before I receive the decision of the Goxxrn- 
ment as to whet[h]cr your interpretation of the residence in 
Hakodate shall take place. I cannot comprehend that a fleet of 
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v^-arshdl arrive from the UnUed States bemuse I 
law, while both empires are very fnendly; and 
my wish, that it may be shown, in case the wrong should be 

on our Side. ^ ..... 

(signed) Takekowoctsv Simotske-eo-kami 
[Takenouchi Shimotsuke-no-kamiJ 
Governor of Hakodate 

Ansei 9th, 2nd day 
of 5th month (June ISi 

Almost immtdbtriy after seconding the mh 

men, Commander Rodgers asked on then ^ T" * 

permit of residence. Governor Takenouchl s answe , - • V 

was delivered hy his so-called “first officer” dunng a conference with 
Rodgers on June 17th. 



To 

His Excellency 

the Commodore of the 

American Ship of war Vincennes 

Your ExceUency has demanded, that certain Amerlmns 
may reside “temporarily” in the town subject to Japanese aw 
according to Article 5 of the treaty. 1 understand by the word 
“temporarily” five or seven days to the utmost a few months. 
Shipwrecked people and such others as are compelled by ar- 
cumstanccs to remain, may live temporarily. It is known, that 
at your request three Americans were permitted to stay until 
the arrival of the Schooner. 

Since the Americans who now wish to stay m town, have 
come with their wives and children, they purport to stay not 
temporarily, but longer. Thus according to the treaty, it is not 
possible for them to stay. 

(Signed) Takenowoetsy Simotske-no-kami 
[Takenouchl Shimotsuke-no-kami] 
Ansci 9th, Governor of Hakodate 

4th day of Sth Month 
[June 17, 1855] 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNOR OF HAKODATE AND COMMANDER RODGERS 

The first Officer of Hakodadi, Tsikaraise Katsnoska [Chi- 
karaise Katsunosuke] came on board the U.S. Ship Vincennes, 
June 17th, i8j 5, and delivered from the Governor of Hako- 
dadi, an answer in Dutch, and Japanese, to the letter from 
John Rodgers, Commanding U.S. Surveying Expedition, Jo 
the North Pacific Ocean, and China Seas, requesting permis- 
sion for certain American citizens to live on shore, in Hako- 
dadi, under the treaty of Kanagawa. 

The letters relating there to, are appended. In the conver- 
sation which ensued, the first Officer stated through the JjP^" 
nese interpreter, Namoera Gohatsjra [Namura Gohachiro], 
that the manners of Europeans were different from those of 
the Japanese. That the Japanese officers who Jived tempo- 
rarily in other cities than the capital, had to leave their wives, 
and children. That therefore these Americans who came to 
Hakodadi could not live on shore because they brought their 
families, which argued not a temporary residence, but a per- 
manent one. 

It was explained by me that the Jaws of different countries 
varied, and that no nation could interpret a treaty by its own 
munidple law, otherwise treaties would mean differently in 
two countries, that any nation had only in such a case to alter 
its Jaw, to evade a treaty. That therefore treaties were inter- 
preted by a code, called the law of nations. 

It was further answered on my part, that women, and chil- 
dren, were citizens in America, and Europe, that as such, we 
claimed the treaty in their favor. It was further explained 
that the highest personage in Great Britain, %vas a woman. By 
Japanese laws, any treaty in favor of British subjects, would 
exclude their Sovereign, and her family from its benefits. 

They answered, that Japanese women, and children, were 
also citizens of Japan. But Americans with their women, and 
children, could not live in Hakodadi. “Temporarily,” ""as 
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expUmed by me to mean ^udin^the Amer- 

between the two governments. . Q^yernor w'as 

ican dtizens from a temporary res » T 2 nancse inter- 

then act upon my opinion. permit the 

It was replied that the Governor could not permit the 

Americans to live on shore. *1,/. Amprirans 

I asked whether the Governor would 
to reside on shore until the mteiyt^t^u™ „ld That Thev 
living” arrived from Jedo. The first 0 »cer said that they 
could walk in, and about the town as they pleased, but 

•"srrSSif.™.*. •• ritrsistr; 

to be supplied here, with such things as } V 

use, such as large anchors, chains, hemp cordage, &c., and that 

it would be a great disappointment to them. 

It was answered that the 

sorry, but that he could not give , '7^! 

to IWe on shore. That he would write to Jedo. But that he did 

not know what the answer would be. 

I explained that the American government ^ 777 ‘ 

. party to the treaty, and claimed a joint voice in its 
. iion. 1 explained that should the American government su^ 
port my views of the meaning, I presumed it would be 
aggrieved by the sole action of the government of Japan. 

k was answered by the first Officer, that the Governor was 
very sorry, and that the Amencans had his good wishes, but 

that he could not permit them to live on shore. ^ 

1 asked whether the gentlemen could stay without their 
families, the answer was that they could not, for a longer time 
than the Governors definition of “temporary, that is 5, or 7, 
' days, at the utmost a few months, should 1 define it so. 
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They wished me to define “temporary” to mean some defi- 
nite period, after which the Americans should go away. 

I answered that I had written a letter to explain my idea of 
what ^‘temporary” means, but that I could not use in my 
request in regard to these Americans, an expression different 
from the one which the President, and Emperor, had em- 
ployed. They had in their wisdom used the word “tempo- 
rary.” Therefore, I asked that the Americans might live 
‘^temporarily” on shore, until the meaning W'as settled. 

The first Officer answered that the Governor gave the 
Americans his good wishes, that he was sorry he could not 
permit them to come on shore. He had no power to do so. 

When I further asked whether the Americans would be 
permitted to go on shore, and to remain quietly W’ithout ex- 
press permission, until an answer from Jedo arrived, the 
answer was that the Governor would not suffer it. That the 
Governor gave us his good wishes, permission he could not 
give. 

(Signed) John Rodgers 
Commanding U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to China Stas, and Pacific Ocean. 


Commander Rodgers relayed to the Navy Department the Jap"*" 
nese version of the same conference. It had been translated first into 
Dutch and then into EngJish. The American officer claimed that 
two errors were made in the Japanese account. 

On the day following the interview (June iSth), Messrs. Eager- 
ton, Peabody, and Didleman wrote to the Governor requesnng a 
house at Hakodate for temporary residence. Apparently this accom- 
panied still another communication from Rodgers, in which he thus 
explained his obligation to intervene in such matters: 

. . . The same interest tvhich you see exhibited in Japan, is 
shown every where else, whether In Empires, or amongst 
Canibals, whether in Europe, or Asia, or Africa, or the most 
distant Islands of the uttermost seas. Es'ery where is the Flag 
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thdr shield, end bond of protection ^ 

home. This is my excuse for ngntn troubl.ng your Lxcellency. 


The gist of the converso^n « 
the ‘ first ofiicer^ was transmitte f,n,nv> T T. Doughcrn*, 

the following reply: 


HakodadI 
June 19th, 1855 


[Commander John Rodgers} 

^' Having placed in your possession the correspondence had 
tiaving piareu y r authorities at Samoda, 

between ourselves, and the japanes that 

and-also informed you of our i"""'-™ “r'Tll.ei 
place soon and establish ourselves « Hakodad^ 
ourselves under your protection and h"™ 
superior judgement and tact m gaming a residence he . 

In the correspondence received this day from you upon this 
subject, ve learned that on no condition 
peiiiitud to reside on shore, and we mi^t therefore abide 
yam better judgement, and leave without making an effort 
Sn ourselves so to do, or without by actually trying to go 
on shore, and thereby tempting the Japanese to use violenc 

to our familva and ourselves. .. r -i 

Your statement, corroborated by Capt. Stevens, nmnot fail 
to convince our Government of the proper means ^ed o 
obtain a residence here, under the Fourth (4th), P**' 

(Sthj, articlels] of the Treaty of Kanagawa and of their 
utter refusal to carry out the provisions of said articles. 

Now therefore having placed ourselves under your direc- 
tion, and as American dtizens relying upon our Flags protec- 
tion, we submit to your derision without making further per- 
sonal efforts to land. t V 

But while we submit to this indignity, this most humiliat- 
ing, and degrading thwart of the Japanese government, this 
Bar to our commercial transactions, to carry out which we 
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have invested all our resources, have perilled the lives of our 
family, and suffered many inconveniences, and failing, may 
incur damages for far beyond our means to liquidate. 

Therefore we do solemnly protest against the action of the 
Japanese government, and their right to refuse us a quiet 
temporary residence on their shores, and of embarrassing our 
transactions, and will hold our Government responsible for 
all damages arising from this refusal, and claim this to be to 
all intents, and purposes, our protest against the Japanese 
Government, reserving to ourselves, the right of Extending 
this Protest, at any future time, and place. 

We have the honor to be 

Sir, 

With great respect, 
Your Obdt Servtfs] 
(Signed) Reed & Douohertv 
(Signed) Horace W. Peabody 

John Rodgers 

Commanding U.S. Exploring Expedidon 
to the North Pacific Ocean &c, &c, &c, &c. 

^ 


A copy of the above protest was forwarded by Commander Rodgers 
on June 25th to “His Excellency the Governor of Hakodadl.” Reed 
and Dougherty also made 3 formal deporidon, stadng their complaints 
in the presence of Rodgers on the same day. In the letter which fol- 
lows, Rodgers tried to reassure his countrymen: 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

[The American Cidzens at Hakodate] June 25th, 1855 

Gentlemen! 

I am afraid that my intervention on behalf of the American 
citizens who came here to reside temporarily under the treaty 
of Kanagawa may at first sight appear Juke warm. 

The Governor of this place and Simoda are mere agents, 
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expound without xte qSion which you hove 

SLtuTerting vitnUy'the policy of two nations. 1 had. 

at my command, but they were rnuntrv- 

pose^xcept to redress personal .lltreatment of my country 

”\"have told the Government of the -ty that 

armed men on shore, 'f. ™,f“hTin^ of ‘ho 

^elJyrbfi'to This is a public wrong. 

"°nhiSVou'tt\rnni.reated, and that t^^^ 

to y ”hasbeenshown,that valuable results are nou 

expected from the treaty. Wood, water o' or for shtps 

is all we may hope from the Japanese reading of it. 

I am American enough to thmk that m rofemng your case 
to the Government of the United States I conEde you to safe 


hands. 

1 have the honor to be, 


To the American dtizens 
in Hakodadi 


Gentlemen 

your obedient servant, 
(Signed) John Rodgers 
Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean. 
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U.S. Sh?p Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

[Secrctarj’ Dobbin] June 25th, 1855 

Sir! 

I have to enclose a very disagreeable correspondence in 
regard to G. B. Babi, and Frands Vidan. 

These people were passengera in the American Brig 
“Leveret.” They came to settle in Japan under the treaty. 
They came from Honolulu, they are evidently foreigners, 
and have not a show of evidence that they have ever been 
naturalized. 

I inferred from their bringing no stores but liquors, that 
they entended to retail it in Japan, in other words, to set up 
a grog shop for the benefit of any casual sailors who might 
wander on shore. 

They were refused permission to reside on shore by the 
Japanese, Having landed, they were brought off to the John 
Hancock. 

Capt. Stevens very properly refused to receive them. They 
were taken to the Leveret, and left on board. 

The Capt. of the Leveret asked for me to interfere. Messrs. 
Babi, and Vidan said that they had no wish to remain in 
Japan, but only desired to live on shore for a few days, until 
an opportunity arose for getting either to Europe, or China, or 
America. 

They earnestly requested me at several interviews to ob- 
tain this boon for them. 

The Captain declared that his voyage to the Ockholsk was 
ruined with them on board, that he could not take them, that 
his cabin was already so crowded that his mates were excluded 
from their proper accommodations. 

These gentlemen, Messrs. Babi and Vidan, said that to get 
away, they would live any where, and with any accommoda- 
tion, in any vessel which came here. 

As a matter of humanity I consented to write to the Japa- 
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^ Cov.™r » .b* 1,.,, ll»> >12,”“ 

nese Government. They declared they wo seUinn 

They have constanUy made the sadors drunh by seU.ng 

“ odL was difficult. It tvas ™ 

the faith of ah Officer to be questioned by the Jap , 
had pledged himself for them [Babi and Vidan] upon the 

own repeated and urgent solicitations. 

It was not proper for me to declare that they were not 
Americans, both bLuse I by my action 
or acquiesced in their deception as to t eir n , e, 

as because I could not tell how inhumanly they might b 

Tts not proper for me to leave these 
keepers to stay on shore as Americans upon a residence ob- 
tained by fmud and falsehood, as the first representatives of 

American citizens. , „ . 

It was not proper to leave them under our flag to debauch 
our seamen, and complicate our difficmties. 

At the solicitation of the Japanese Government I thought 
myself obliged to inform them that I should use force to take 
them to the C. E. Foote, unless they would save me the pain 
of so acting. 

1 have the honor to be 


Very Respectfully 
Your Obdt. Servt. 


Honorable James C. Dobbin 
Secretary of the Navy 
Washington, D.C. 


JoHK Rodgers 

Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expediuon 
to North Pacific Ocean &c. 
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To the Commander of the American Steamship 
[Translation from the Dutch] 

Sir: 

I have promptly received your two letters and perceive 
from their contents that you think it improper that two Amer- 
ican citizens have been brought by a Japanese boat to your 
ship. The said citizens were brought off for the following 
reasons. 

Lately these citizens came on shore and demanded to stay 
over night. So it was reported to one of our officers. You know 
that except shipwrecked people nobody is allowed to stay over 
night. In the meantime these citizens stated that since their 
boat had gone away, they wshed to be sent on board of the 
American steamer by a Japanese boat. So they were brought 
to your ship in accordance with their own will. 

(signed) Takenowoetsj [Takenouchi] 

SiMODSKENOKAMi [Shimotsuke-no-kaml] 

Hakodadi 

Ansei 9th year 23rd of the 
fourth month [June 7, 1855] 



^ U.S. Ship Vincennes 

Hakodadi 

[The Governor of Hakodate] June nth, 1855 

Sir! 

Two passengers in the American Brig “Leveret,” G. B. 
Babi, and Frands Vidan, find that from circumstances, it is 
impossible for them to continue on board the vessel in which 
they came here. 

They wish to live on shore, until an opportunity offers for 
them to go to Europe, China, or America. 

Having no wish to stay, they wll eagerly embrace the first 
suitable opportunity for leaving. 

They will not transgress any law of good conduct. But in 
case they should do so, the Japanese have authority to confine 
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them in their houses until it becomes possible to send them 
away. 

With assurances of the highest respect, I have the honor to 
be — ^Your ExceUenceys 

Sincere friend, 

John Rodgers 

Commanding U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean &c &c. 

To His Excellency 

The Governor of Hakodadi 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

IThe Governor of Hakodate] June 12th, 1855 

Sir! 

The American Schooner, Caroline Foote, is expected here 
every day. Should she be able to take the passengers landed 
from the American Brig “Leveret,” and they be able to secure 
a passage in her, it is their wish to do so. 

I have the honor to be Your Excellencys 
Sincere friend, 

(signed) John Rodgers 

Commanding U.S. Surveying Expedition 
To His Excellency to the North Padfic Ocean &c. 

The Governor of Hakodadi 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

fThc Governor of Hakodate] June 24th, 1855 

Ssrf- 

The suitable opportunity to which 1 had reference in my 
letter to Your Excellency of the nth. inst. for the emWka- 
tion of G. B. Bahie and Frands Vidan has arrived. 
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I have no wish that they should remain longer. I have the 
honor to be 

Your Excellency’s 
Sincere Friend, 

(signed) John Rodgers 

To Commdg. U.S. Survepng Expd. 

His Excellency to the North Padfic Ocean, 

the Governor 
of Hakodadi 



U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

[Messrs. Vidan and Babi] June 24th, 1855 

Gendement 

The Japanese have informed me that you now refuse posi- 
tively to embark for San Francisco in the Schooner C. E. 
Foote, 

I do not consider that you have obtained a hiir footing In 
Japan. It was upon my representation of your being willing to 
go away in the first vessel to Europe, America, or China. 

I hope therefore, that you will not consider it necessary to 
drive me to extreme measures. 

Very respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 
(signed) John Roooers 

To Mrsrs. Vidal [«c] and Babi Coinmdg. Surv. Expo. 

Hakodadi 

&. 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

[Messrs. Babi and Vidan] June 24th, 1855 

Gentlefnen: 

You doubtless recollect the terms upon which I consented 
to intercede with the Japanese Government for permission for 
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U Vn,i .Stited that you wished to leave 
you to reside on shore. lou siatea roar j 

lat] the first opportunity. lapanese Govern- 

After repeated sohcttattonlmotetoto^^^^^ 

ment and obtained permissio ^ c ,1,- United States and 

hadnocausetoconsideryoucruz^ 

as you were wnthout even a sh P on shore as 

you would go away by the first oportun y 

said that you had plenty of -.on but you refuse 

You have come <>" .^‘'°re « my .nmrces^_^ ^ 

• prS::rdCo-rU have ^S,e O- “ 

in fraud, of VO- hwog “nto ^ 

protection you have no "|h^ V introduced into 

grog not being the one which! f jhe United 

Japan under the auspices of the Governmen or r 
StL, I am compelled to order you to repair on board 
Foote for passage to California. ^ 

Obdt. Servt, 

(signed^ John Rodgers 

M^srsl Babi & Vidal W hr. Commdg. Surv. Espdn. 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

[Secraurj-DobbinJ June a3rd, .855 

have the honor of informing you that I deem our hydro- 
graphic operations this summer have been fortunate. 
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We have corrected many positions. We have executed a 
running survey of both sides of the Empire of Japan to this 
place. 

The laxmch, in charge of Lt. Brooke, has made a most suc- 
cessful surveying voyage of 450 miles from Simoda to Hako- 
dadi. 

It follows of course that our materials accumulate faster 
than we can chart them, and I am compelled to delay the 
presentation of finished work. 

The large Island of Ousima, has three excellent harbors, 
one is a sound seperating Ousima from Katona-Sima, which 
the Cooper and Vincennes entered from different sides, on the 
same day at about the same hour. It runs quite through, and is 
filled with land locked harbors where the navies of the world 
might ride out hurricanes. Another harbor js at the NW end 
of Ousimaj it is large, well marked, deep, easily entered, and 
protected from all winds. Another near the SW end of the 
Island was examined by the Hancock and found to be very 
fine. 

In Porpoise Sound, which was so-called after our lost ves- 
sel, we asked for watqr, and the authorities sent off about S 
gallons. We asked for provisions, and they gave a bunch of 
turnips. We gravely demanded the price of our refreshments 
for the crew. They were gratuitous.- Wood and w’ater are 
abundant. 

The people are jealous, and timid, and very poor. They, 
regret doubtless, that the world has found them. 

The Japanese have, it is said, ceded the Kurile Islands to 
Russia by their late treaty. I believe they arc compensating 
themselves to the southward.** 

** Bf the treaty concluded at Shimoda at the initance of Admiral E. V. Potia* 
tin, February 7, ityj, the Kuxians were lo be reco^ized in {>os*euion of thoie 
Kurile Ittandi north of the iiland of Cfrvp, while the Japanete retained title to 
the iVand of Iturup and those lying between it and Rzo. 

Not until 1I7S did the TsarUt government trade its claims in the Kuriles 
(Chishima) for uneontrsted title 10 all of Sakhalin Island. As a result of the 
Russo-Japanese War, Japan (by the Treaty of Portimeuth) received that part 
of SakhalLQ south of 50* North Latitadei this region was named KaralutS. 
Karafut 5 was reeccupied by Soviet Riatian troops in August 1945 and it bring 
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We found a Japanese town °'Jj9“|,™‘as"j]^anL. They 

thorities wear swords, and drK Loo- 

state that Kikay is a Loo-Chooa Ousima, the 

Chooans denied authority Ijjo-Choo. 1 think it 

people of Ousima said they ^ Japanese are gradu- 
^oLle from what 1 have unresting islands to 

ally absorbing the more pea_ opinion is strengthened 

the southward of *?"■ ^ho say that the allegiance 

by the Missionanes in Lo^Ch , Loo- 

is transferred to Japan. . general 

The Japanese may to oaighboum on the 

law, by giving way to them m^^^^ gooth. 

North, and encroaching on contradictory statements 

Only to an 1 to solereS^y of the Islands to 

which are given of the politial sovereignty 

the Sd. of Japan. Foreign Affairs, 

1 sent the Japanese Secretary , oanese waters, which 
the letter in relation to surveying J P 

is appended.” receiving an answer. Delay would 

be ^.T^ttoned to appear to wait, and in the mean 

L , c ... T 1 -on -The Soviet Union, accordine to the Yalta Astee. 

leuined by the Sovjet Union, liw , , . 

ment, has also occupied the Koru* _»'»>,» Liu Ch’lu Islands had paid inter- 

» Since the «"*'‘ 7 ’,™V?hfaI’ing emperors of aina. However, 

mittent tribute to the Mmg ano I , had sent his samurai, 

in 1609, the daimyo CfeudaUwd) of the fief 

who conquered the islands. Ther^ftw A j 

although It was quite “PP*""* *® ® heine shaped more by Japanese than by 
Rodgers that Liu Ch luan - eftsuma were noticed by the Amen- 

Chinese pressure. Samurai, probably from Satsuma, wer 

cans at Naha. a. Liu Ch’ius legally recognized by the 

Not until 1*76 J^P“**\* -- Japanese government asserted its 

Manchu-Chinese government. In i» 6 a the Japanese b 

claims to the Bonin y Secretary of Sute of the 

a* Ve Rodgers’ communicatKin to the “Honourable oewciaiy 

Empire of Japan,” written at Honghong, February 7, t 85 SJ f » PP- 95 - 
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to enjoy. 

The Governor was lead in an interview, to say we had 
better go away, and return for our answer. I said in that case 
we should do so, but that I would send a boat to Hakodadi to 
look at the rocks and danger? in shore of us. 

Having no time for minute survey in thus running along 
the coast, and sending a boat to examine the bays, and harbors, 
I was securing all that the fullest permission would allow us 
to use. We have thus escaped both the difficulties which men- 
aced us, in case they refused to let us examine their waters, and 
the procrastination of Japanese diplomacy. 

My efforts in behalf of the Americans who had come here 
to reside, have not been so fortunate. 

I hope it will be considered that the necessity for my inter- 
vention arose from the state of the case, and was thrust upon 
me by circumstances of which I was ignorant until my arrival 
in Simoda, and over which I had no control. I have not 
sought noteriety by complicating our foreign relations. I have 
simply done what I thought my duty as well as I could. My 
action has had no effect other than to point out that the Japa- 
nese do not understand their treaty as we understand it, and 
that they repudiate, or nullify, the meaning which I believe is 
attached to it in the United States. 

It could scarcely be othenrisc, and the result will not sur- 
prise any one who has read books on Japan. 

I am aware of how serious a matter it is for a nation to 
nullify a foreign treaty, and I have been very cautious I hope, 
in my judgement and in my acts. 

We start to morrow for Pctropaulaski, thence to the Arctic 
Sea, thence to San Francisco, where I hope to arrive in 
October. 

I believe that all the Officers and men of all the vessels are 
full of zeal and good will. The fewness of Officers is a great 
draw back, but I have every confidence that should you hear 
incidentally of us, it will be favorably. 
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I propose from San Frandsco to survey Southern 
to sLghai, through the trades m the three Wts^ 

To Shanghai, because 

and because opinion points to that as the Chinese n. P 

of American Commerce. nrovisions* 

From Shanghai to Hong Kong, to ^ "P 
thence to ManiUa. thence through the So^oo S». 
line Islands, .to Valparaiso. Thence to Rio Janeiro. 

'‘Thh will fill up our cruise I hope with useWness. It wUl 
devote our labors m the Ocean upon which ^ '™P^ 

possessions, and are the only powerW *e Ocean 

which we of all the world have the 

I hope you wiU forward to me authority “ f ^ ^ ”“3 
cock in China, or in Valparaiso, at my discretion, or to send 

' H:r“otlp\^^^^^^^^^ valuable, so also 

.1 » rVilSS™. 

the honor of carrying her home; of 

navigation of the globe in the smallest vessel upon record. 

Should tL Coo%r reach Valparaiso safely.^^^^^ 

her risk will have been borne, and the rest will have no 

‘““^e'nd interesting reports of riie Commanding Officers.” 

I have the honor to be 

Very Respectfully 
Your obdt servt, 

John Rodgers 

Commanding U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Padfic Ocean 

Honorable James C. Dobbin 
Secretary of the Navy 
Washington, D.C. 

ss a t • :« tlis. introduction, thw program had to be oirUiled, bot 

app 'vere not modified nndl aft« the sqnadron reas«mMed at San 

’'"•SuK «! *= tlmtas of OWOB *>>' "P""* 
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U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadi 

[Lieutenant H. K. Stevens} June 25th, 1855 

Sir! 

You will complete your reconnaissance of the Straits of 
Sangar [Tsugaru], and then pass on the west side of this 
island [Ezo, Yezo, or Hokkaido] through the Straits of La 
Perouse into the Sea of Ochotsfc. You will probably find coal 
on the East side, in X-at. 60. 17. and about 161, JO, E Long, 
and on the west side, in 60. 28. Lat, and 156.28. E Long — 

In the Gulf of Tartary, on the Island of Saghalien, coal 
may also be found. Its locality can doubtless be ascertained 
from the Russians. 

In consequence of the active state of war existing in the 
vicinity of the Amour, it will not be prudent to venture there 
immediately." The English would naturally have the fear 
that you might convey ^'aluable information to the Russians, 
and the Russians, lest you should betray something which 
they wished to keep secret. There are other reasons, the fogs 
are now very dense. In the Northern part you have a clear 
sea, and in ase of a gale, by simply putting the vessels head 
off shore, you will be safe. Near the Amour, the Sea is cnaim- 
bered with sand banks, but when }'ou arri^’c there the fogs 
will have dispersed. 

From the Ochotsk I wish you if possible to penetrate to the 
Sd. into the Gulf of Tartary as far .as Castries. Beyond this I 
do not care particularly for your examination, since that Gulf 
has been laid down by able men. I therefore leave it to your- 
self to come entirely through it or return, and pass the 
Amour— 

The objects to be sought arc so well known to you, and my 


offcfn huT befn Uiiftrd for»ard In the I'mert volume. The report of Lleo* 
tenant H. K. Steven* will be found in j>p, S7-71 1 (hat of Acting Lleuten* 

ant tViliiim Ci'bvon, on pc^* •««# that of Anfnc t/eutenant John ft. 

Brooke, on pfe* 

** The Crimean War alio affeeted {ntemational relation* in the TariEc area. 
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views have been so fully expressed that more is unnecessary# 
1 hope every thing from, your judgment, tact, and skill. Many 
difficulties may arise ■which I have not foreseen. Your own 
discretion must guide you in such Cases. 

Make your way in about 50 North, to Long. 150, west, 
thence to San Francisco in October, 

My last instructions pointed out details I have omitted 
here — 

Very Respectfully, 

Your obdt. Servt. 

(signed) John Rodgers 

Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to North Pacific Ocean &c 
To 

Lieut. Comdg, H. K. Stevens 
U.S. Steamer John Hancock 



U.S. Ship Vincennes 
Hakodadt 

[Acting Lieutenant William Gibson] June a5th, 1855 

Sir! 

I find no cause to modify the instructions which I gave you 
in Hong Kong relative to your present course. 

You will proceed from this place to Petropaulaski, where 
we shall meet, you to take up the survey of the Aleutian 
islands, and search for the crew of the American Whaler 
Monongahela, We to penetrate into the Arctic Ocean. 

We shall meet 1 hope in San Francisco early in October 
next. 

Lutke says “on dlt qu*il y a dans File d’Akoun des couches 
de charbon de terre” — 

^ The fact of coal beds there, or elsewhere in the group, is 
vital and demands your most earnest attention. 

1 wish you to call during the season at Sitka, to obtain all 
such hydrographic information as you can. The attack of the 
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EhgUsh, as far as your success in this object Is concerned, is 
mucfi to be deplored by us, and will probably prevent any 
great hydrographic acquisitions. 

The English if in possession of the hydrographic office 
there, may feel inclined to be generous in giving Russian 
Charts. 

Go up inside of the Kurile Islands, if you get a chance of 
running through them. But fogs might possibly delay you 
more than is desirable at the present time. We have been 
retarded so much that now the main objectsmust be principally 
looked to, and we have to pass rapidly through inviting fields 
until we arrive at the ground allotted to us. 

I thank you for your Important contributions to the objects 
for which we were sent from home. 

Your usefulness has been m an Inverse ratio to the size of 
your vessel. May it continue so. 

Wishing you, your Shipmates, and your gallant bark every 
success. 

1 remain 

Respectfully 
Your Obdt. Servt, 

(signed) John Rodgers 

Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to North Pacific Ocean, &c. 

To Actg. Lieut. Comdg. 

William Gibson 

U.S. Schooner Fenimorc Cooper 


Before leaving Hakodate Commander Rodgers wrote to “His 
Excellency General Murawieff [Muraviev], Governor General of 
Siberia,” thanking him for having detaBed two officers to assist the 
Americans in the exploration of northern waters. Unfortunately, said 
Rodgers, activities in the China Seas had detained the sguadron, mak- 
ing it impossible to avail itself of the offered services. 

As a reciprocal gesture, Rodgers forwarded to Muraviev (the 
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Count o[ the Amur) a set of charts made by the coastal survey of the 
United States together with a small book on Chinese costumes printed 
on rice paper. 

Muraviev’s cordial response from Port Ayan on the Siberian coast 
reached the expedition some time after its arrival at San Francisco. 

P. Ayan, the 20th October a 1855, 
1st November 

[Mr. John RodgersJ 
My dear Sir! 

Acknowledging the receipt of Your letter, dated Petro- 
paulofsky the 1 1 /23 of July, 1 avail my self of this opportu- 
nity to thank you for the friendly feelings You have therein 
expressed toward me. 

I regret much that the letters 1 addressed to Commodore 
Perry could not reach him last year, and it is only now in 
answering You, that I have the opportunity to repair this 
unluck. 

You wisch to receive the Charts which 1 sent with my Aide- 
de-Camps last year to Ochotsk and Ayan in order to be deliv- 
ered there to Com. Perry, but they were in the autumn re- 
turned to Teakoutsk, and consequently are not now at hand. 

I am not at this moment able to fulfill Your desire for the* 
rest} they were intended only to give You an idea of the 
Coastline of Siberia and can I presume be of no use to You 
since you have completed the survey of the Ochotsk Sea. As 
for the chart of the entrance of Amoor river, it is yet so incor- 
rect that I do not think it deserves to get a place in your valu- 
able work, and consequently I do not dare to lay it before you. 

Allow me Sir to express my cordial thanks for the charts, 
the Chineese curiosities, and the excellent rifel, You was so 
kind to hand over to my Aide-de-Camp Mr[.] Martinolf in 
Petropawlofskyj he did not yet send them to me in fear that 
they might fall in the hands of our enemy. 

Sir besure that I perfectly understand how to value these 
marks of your friendschip towards me. 

' I hope, Sir, that You will make me the honor of accepting 
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fa] knife from the workschop of a Russian Master Sazikoff, 
whose works got the pricc-mcdal at the Universal Exhibition 
in London. 

It would be superfluous for me to assure you of the friendly 
relations existing between the Government of Russia and that 
of the United States; they arc as well known to you as they 
arc to me, and it remains only for me to repeat once more my 
warmest thanks for Your Kind letter and assure you of the 
high consideration with which I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(signed) Nicolas Mauravieff 

to Mr. John Rodgers 
Lt. Com. U.S. Surv. 

£xped. to China seas 
and Pacific Ocean. 



U.S. Ship Vincennes 
San Frandsco California 

[Nicolas Muraviev] December i ith, 1855 

Your Excellency^ 

I have the honor to thank you for the magnificent hunting 
knife you were so kind as to send me, and which I ha\’e had 
the happiness of receiving. 

As a work of art it is very beautiful. Made in Russia, it 
would do honor to the studios of Italy, 

As a testimony of your regard, I shall always cherish it, 
and as a memento of the friendly feeling, which animates our 
governments, I hold it invaluable. 

Our Work in the Ochotsk was not so extensive as our Whal- 
ing vessels could wish it had been. 

I have been lead to believe that a chart of Amour will have 
little practical value since the obstructions to navigation con- 
tinually shift their place. In sudi cases, pilots, are the only 
means which vessels have of ascertaining the channel. 

In the Arctic Ocean we were enabled to get within ten 
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,0 the North«-ard of Capo Jakan •" S>b=™- ^ 
very thick, and v,x did not see it. A barner PP 

North, Longitude 174 37 atitude 7 o“ 4.1^ North. 

19th of August 1855 LatiWde 7 4 

Longitude nf 2i' East from Greenwich. 

Plover Islands do j , j „hich was ascended. 

V7c saw no land except Heraio i > . . ronsldera- 

1 beg you to accept the assurances of my highest cons.aera 

tion, with which 

1 have the honor to be 

Your Excellency’s 
Obedient Servant, 

John Rodgers 

fcomraanding U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean, China Seas, 
and Behrings Straits. 

To His Excellency 

Nicolas Mauravieff 

Governor General of 

Siberia „ 


The expedition’s in northern woters is ouUined in the 

““ndTr RodtsT;^^^^^^^ !-;>? '85, 5. 

V u a V. rl^tirrived there on the eighth, to be joined on the 
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has been omitteJ as have J^odgers* orders to dieting Lieutenant Gib- 
son, dated July lath. 

On August 6th, the flag ofliiccr WTotc at Glasscnappe Harbor in- 
forming Acting Lieutenant John M. Brooke that he and a small 
party would be left near a village named Yai'-nang-gaf, on the 
Siberian side of Bering Str.nit to make observations for magnetism and 
geographical position. 

After the squadron had assembled at San Francisco, the botanist, 
Charles Wright, reported to Commander Rodgers on collections be- 
tween his departure from Hongkong and July 6, 1855. About the 
same time (October 16th), the zoologist, William Stimpson, reported 
on specimens he h.td obtained. At the end of the month Rodgers 
received and fonvarded .•» report on a botanical collection made by a 
certain James Small during the cruise of the John Ilaneoek, 



U.S. Ship Vincennes 
San Francisco 

[Secretary Dobbin] Oct. 19, 1855 

Sir! 

1 have the honor to inform you that we arrived here safely 
from Behrings Straits on the 13th inst. 

I wrote to you from Petropaulowski, and I now beg leave 
to for\vard a statement of our operations since then. 

Soon after leaving Hakodadi in Japan, we entered a region 
of fogs which extend [s] far into the Arctic Sea. The general 
obscuration of the land, and of the heavenly bodies, renders 
surveying results in any given time comparatively meager. 
The Russians complain that a vessel may cruize for a whole 
season and do no valuable work. It is easily understood. The 
currents render it impossible for a ship to hold for any long 
time a position near land which is invisible, and when the 
opportunities of observing do come, they find the laborer in 
a place far different from the one he desired. When he regains 
his position, the fog may have hidden every thing. 

From these causes, a steamer is the only fit vessel to survey 
in such seas. We have therefore reason for congratulating 
ourselves, should our results prove valuable, or satishetory. 
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Ihopetofonv.rdtoyoubeforeweleaveportthechar.of 

which a list is appended— No. I. . -^6 had 

..a c.,. i. 

s„i. 

where 1 had determined to leave a pwy^ observations. In the 

Brooke, to make astronomical a knard without our 

afternoon we suddenly saw Ian ^ observa- 

knowing exactly where we "’" > ^^^bor which were 

tions. After several attempts to ga 

frustrated by the fogs reached the harbor 

which eyesight was necessaiy y> _^i,re 

of Glassenappe. The °S'!;.;"/.^““fcrhta mce still uncon^ 

than a cable length distant. The their skin boats. 

queredand untributary, crowded arounduin^herstanuo 

There were on board at once, some 75 “"^re all 

looking race with a Vh crat^of^ dressed deerskin, and 

dressed in furs, generally with coats ot dresseo o 

pantaloons of sealskin. j determined to 

It was with a ,^o Naturalists, Messrs. 

™dl Kcm. *' thr« m.- 

departments, with a boats ere epUrted 

• A TViP «tite of their camp having been seiectea, 

rtw:;T„Xfa;weirrour means and timeau^^^^ 

earth upon the barrels. Over these, a house was made of spare 
^arand canvass, and tents for instruments were pitched 
The field piece was landed, and in the marked ^ 

firmness of Mr. Brooke I had a strong assumnee that I should 

find the party sate upon my return from the North 

On the 9 th of August we passed St. Lawrence Island, and 
on the I ith we entered the Arctic Sea. 
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I had determined that our field of labor as pointed out in 
my instructions, was rather to the Southward of East Cape 
than North of it. We had but few months provisions, and fuel 
for even less time. It was utterly impossible that we should 
winter successfully at the North. Every one must needs fall 
a victihi to protracted cold and starvation. I fixed the limits 
of our cruize in my own mind, and having reached them if we 
could, determined to return as soon as possible, in order to 
take up our more legitimate and useful work. 

The points at which I aimed were the land in Lat about 
72° North/and Long, 175® West, placed upon the Admiralty 
charts from a report by H. B. M.*s Frigate Herald, to exam- 
ine, if possible, Plover Island, seen by the same vessel, but 
which he had not been able to reach, and there to endeavour to 
reach Wrangels land as described to him by the natives, as 
sometimes seen in very clear winter weather from Cape Jakan. 

We were favored with a strong breeze but the weather was 
thick and lowering. We ran on under all sail, getting a cast 
of the lead every hour. On the 12th of August we came across 
a stream of drift timber} some of the trees were large and 
they were so numerous that the vessel going 7 knots had 
continually to alter her course to avoid striking them. 

We passed over the tail of Heralfd] shoal but had no less 
than 18 fathoms water. On the rjth of Aug. we passed Her- 
ald Island, seen dimly between clouds. It appeared like two 
small islands. 

The weather became very foggy. We stood to the Nd. 
Until we had run through the position of the land in Lat 72® 
North, Long 175® West which we found given on the ad- 
miralty charts and we came to anchor with the hemp stream 
in 42 fathoms water, soft blue mud, in Lat 72® 05' Long 174® 

37' W. In a few hours the fog lifted and a sudden change, 
peculiar I believe to Northern Seas, flashed across the scene. 

It was so dear that our horizon was apparently without limit. 

No land nor appearance of land could be seen from the Royal 
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yards. The water w'as as far as the eye could reach entirely 
free from ice. 

The weather again became foggy. We had accomplished 
what 1 had proposed to myself and we returned tovrards Her- 
ald Island. On the evening of the 14th of Aug. we judged 
ourselves near the Island we sought, and we came to in a thick 
fog with the stream anchor. At night we heard the surf break- 
ing sullenly on the shores and at 2 in the morning an ava- 
lanche thundered down the sides of the Island, which we had 
not seen. At 6 we were enabled to leave the vessel in two 
boats. Unluddly the heavens were obscured and our observa- 
tions were not satisfactory. Those which we did obtain were 
taken from the vessel. The circumstances were somewhat 
unfavorable to accuracy. 

The position we assigned to Herald Island differs from that 
given by Capt. Kellet, whose opportunities were perhaps even 
less good than ours. The Vincenne’s position of Herald Island 
is for its S.E. point, 71®. N. Lat. I75'’» 2o\ W. Long. 

The Island is in the form of a half moon, and its horns are 
connected by a less elevated isthmus, which gives sometimes 
the appearence of there being two Islands, for the isthmus 
may be below the horizon, while the extremes are above it. 

The sides of the Island were very steep and the ascent ms 
full of danger. John Watts, one of the boats crew, a very 
active man and of good eyesight, was sent to attempt getting 
to the top. He succeeded, but an Officer who also attempted 
It was near losing his life, from a piece of rock giving way 
under his foot. The difficulty of the ascent consisted in the 
friable nature of the soil. The frost had broken the materials 
of the Island until the rocks and earth gave only a very 
treacherous foot hold. 

From the summit of Herald Island no land could be seen 
in any direction. The horizon had now become good. From 
the Royal yards our hopes of seeing land were equally frus- 
trated. 

It would be far pleasanter to confirm the discovery of other 
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land than Herald Island, than to believe that Capt. Kellet 
was mistaken in his views. Yet we were convinced, however 
unwillingly, that appearances had deceived him. Several times 
land was reported by men at the mast head, which eventually 
proved to be only clouds, and sometimes where I knew no 
land could be, since we had passed through the position in 
which it w’as said to lie. 

On the 15th of Aug. We ran for Plover Island; the air 
was clear and bracing. We stood in the direction of Plover 
Islands, but when half way to their position on the chart were 
stopped by a barrier of ice. We were half the distance from 
them which the Herald had been and the weather was favor- 
able for seeing them, did they really exist. From the Royal 
yards nothing like land could be discovered. I am forced to 
the conclusion that the Plover Islands do not exist — Here 
too Capt. Kellet was mislead by appearances. He could only 
give his honest convictions. It would have been wrong to omit 
the notice of such palpable appearances as deceived him. He 
could not approach more nearly. Any navigator must under 
circumstances such as controlled his act follow his course of 
giving his honest convictions, and then he must leave the mat- 
ter for the investigation of time and for confirmation or rejec- 
tion by those who shall have better opportunities for ascertain- 
ing the truth of what he saw was probable. — 

We tacked near the edge of the barrier and stood to the 
Sd. We ran for Wrangels land. On the 19th of AUg. the. 
weather was very foggy. Continuous ice was reported. Wal- 
ruses were blowing around us, and masses of ice were floating 
near. We had a wall like barrier before us. We could not go 
farther. We had arrived within ten miles of the position of 
Wrangels land, never seen by European eyes, nor did we dis- 
cover it. A fog hid every thing. Yet it was not so thick but that 
we thought we could see some six or eight miles in every 
direction. 

It was with a certain reluctance that I had resolved to run for 
this land, for the time 1 should thus occupy was so much taken 
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.h= pcculhr duf.es •-^-tJedTo'^orrdlheXrhs 
keel had penetrated where 1 P™P , j j ^ ^ven should 
and temperatures and currents would be ot vat 

I fail of discovering land. „ , Long. 

We were in the reputed Po y / f -Russians. Ice was 
at' E. Or always open water Carrier, 

floating in it only ’’“"'"f '' J jj uncertain how long we 

which may have rested on la • j no time to spare 

should have to wait for clea 

and 1 gave orders to return. We had rene- 

We had attained the direction 1 had selected 

trated farther than any one « because the sea within 

andif we failed to were annoyed 

those limits at least bore non ^ tUp. NE 

with continual head winds blowing Caoe going 

On the J.st of Aug. We of a" gale We mn 

knots under all sail with every app g Law- 

into St. Lawrence Bay, which we ^^hored 

rcuceBayontheadof^^^^^ 
at Lemavme where we were ae g Upnlth 

under Mr. Brooke quite safe and m excel ' q 

We left Leniavine Straits on the tyth ■;* Septernben 

a4th passed through the Aleut.an 

passage. ^ honor to be 

■Very Respectfully 

Your Obedient Servant 


Honorable James C. DobWn 
Secretary of the Navy 
Washington* D.C. 


John Rodgers 

Comdg. U.S. Surveying Expedition 
to the North Pacific Ocean &c. 
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(The reports of the Hancock and Cooper both of which 
vessels are in port are enclosed.) 


U.S. Schooner Fcni’more Cooper 
San Frandsco 
Octr. iith, 1855 

[Secretary of the Navy Dabbm) 

Sir: 

Having reached this port in advance of the Vincennes, I 
have instructions from Lieut. Comdg. Rodgers, antidpating 
the event, to report directly to the Department. 

I have therefore the honor to inform you that this vessel 
left Petropaulaski on the i6th of July, the Vincennes having 
sailed for the Arctic two days previous. 

Since then we have made reconnaissance of the Aleutian 
islands with a degree of completeness which in that region of 
prevailing tempest and fog has exceeded my most sanguine 
hopes. We have determined in latitude and connected in a 
chain of chronometric differences all the principal islands 
except one (Agattou) not seen and most of the smaller islets 
and rocks of that archipelago; the passages between theislands 
have been carefully examined; the heights of many peaks and 
headlands measured, numerous points triangulated and shore 
lines traced, and several harbors surveyed. 

If any hope should yet linger in regard to the fate of the 
officers and crew of the Whale Ship Monongahela, I am 
grieved that what I have to report must forever extinguish it. 
No part of my instructions was I more solicitous to fulfill than 
the search and inquiry after survivors from that vessel. I 
communicated with the Superintendent of the Russian Amer- 
ican Company’s settlement on the island of Atcka. At that 
place arc stiff several water casks supposed to have belonged 
to the Monongahela and I have in my possession a gilt cabin 
moulding obt.iined there. Fragments of a wreck or xrrccks 
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have been picked up on the shoves j 

satotchy islands fvom the wnter of . 8 S 3 S 4 P 

time in the current year. ^ ^ u . w^irlnrc;” with all parts of 

The constant communication y ^ * -iQ^giy grouped to 
Andaand Atcka and also w.th .ny 

the westtvavd of Atcka ^ ^"6 that sin« 

decked crew can be there at th.s 

the fall of 1853 no intelhg imnuohta which lie one on 
from the islands of Sigouam an , , along their shores, 

each side of the yad T^niber of Creole and Aleu- 

Oif Amoughta we fell m j (ion was positive that 

tian fishermen, from whom my or on its nelgh- 

there were no wr«ked marine „ 7 lla 1 ska. Neither were 

bouring islands '^®‘^*''^‘'7V,hev had visited before coming 
there any on Segouam "''’ 7 <»ith our own coasting examina- 
to Amoughta. This, '°“P''ie melancholy conclusion that all 
tion in that vicinity, forces the 

on board the Monongahela perished with h 

A few of her aew had been for JdTff a bXr^^ 

"?3JfW.a^swe^^ 

gme group to ^r. From Governor Veovodsky 

arrived on the 9 th of SeP«^ laformation in his Excel- 

1 obtained a statement ot all t ^ 

,\ 7 ’XTe' Akutbn island of Atcka. A copy is herewith 
1853 near tn translation of a paper of similar 

fonvarded as also a coiiy Uh^ Russian language by the Super- 
purport, made lettering of a vessel’s name being 

intendent at Atcka. The ..Ochotsck” as 

stTd in these pages has doubtless been the means by which 
*• A type of canoe. 
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U.S. Steamer John Hancock 
San Francisco 
October 19, iSsS- 


^Commander RodgersJ 

have the honor to report 


.nnor to report Straits of 

tions, having finished ‘''?j on the 4th °f J“'V 

■•isngar'- or of “Jesso” or “Mats- 


“Isugar” or bangar, c bauuu Tcccn” 

last and proceeded along the west co* Straits of La 

mai following the shore closely as far as t 

'Tp., "S3 

night, with but one ,0 get observations. 

though on some days we 

Capes Romanzoff, and Soya at th dotermined. The 

been landed on, and their post to them and Refun- 

Islands have all been located on pas g * ^ j 

chery.whichhasaneKtea«vecha.nofr^^^^^^^ 

has been reconnoitered, wfule me Draftsman, We 

:?Set"gt^e“mmp|.eeh.^^ 

the land. And after a d;;?l^ay^^ 

“Aniva,” the position of "^h^re we found the 

from the ship, when quite near it. ,. , 

determinations of Krusenstern very correct, ° 

*e land is often faulty, and in some 

been misapplied. Leaving Cape »" ^e i ^ ^ 

started across for Kamschatka and made the coast in the neigh- 
borhood of the River “Solsha” Lat. 53 N., but owing to a fog 
which obscured the land for a short time, we passed the en- 
trance without seeing it. From there however we tra^d the 
shore dosely up as far as Cape Omegan, but after leaving 
that cape we had some thidc weather which caused some of 
the deeper indentations to escape us: StiU aU the prominent 
points were fixed and me shore line generally traced in as far 
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nect this examination with some known point about Ochotsk, 
but it came on to blow hard ■with thidc weather which caused 
me to keep away at once for Jonas Island, the position of 
which I wished to test. We made it on the 29th of August in 
the morning, and I flattered myself that we were going to 
have a good day for our work, but a thick fog set in before any 
observations could be obtained, and gavcusnochance through- 
out the day, though we waited near the spot in hopes of its 
clearing off. In the evening we stood for Ayan where wc 
arrived on the evening of the 3*^1. We found the place de- 
serted by the inhabitants on account of the visits of the Eng- 
lish and French: but I met the agent of the Russian Fur Co. 
there, and also the Governor before I left. Both offered all in 
their power to promote the objects of the expedition. From 
the Agent in Fryburg I received in the name of his govern- 
ment a book of charts which he said contained all of their re- 
cent surveys that had been published. In return I gave him 
a set of wind 8c current charts and some of the coast survey 
sheets to be presented to his government from ours. 

A survey of the Harbor of Ayan was made and observations 
obtained for rates, and on the sth of September we sailed 
again. At first we kept along the land to the SWd. in hopes of 
finding a coal mine reported to be somewhere between Lat. 
5® 40' & 55® 50' N. Nothing however was seen of it, we 
hen stretched across for the Tschantar Islands, & passing 
long the West side of Feklister, entered the Bay on its South 
ide. Here we found several whalers & some of them having 
:oal to spare 1 was induced to anchor in hopes of getting some. 
But the only one that had any quantity, after having prom- 
ised to let me have it, came & begged off as it would take him 
two days to break it out of his lower hold 8c he was only wait- 
ing for a wind to go to sea. Being thus disappointed, I devoted 
a day to cutting wood, & by using all the boats I succeeded in 
getting off 10 cords. In the mean rime the position of the bay 
was determined by observations on shore. The whaling Cap- 
tains gave me such accounte of the bad weather about the Gulf 
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of Saghalien in September, that I was forced to conclude the 
proper season for working there h^ already past. Still I deter- 
mined to push on down there as fast as possible & have a look 
at it for myself. We accordingly sailed on the 9th but had 
hardly got outside the Bay before it came on to blow from the 
Nd. with thick rainy weather. I therefore ran under the lee of 
Great Tschantar & anchored in the Bay on its south side. It 
continued to blow in heavy squalls all that day until the next 
evening when it commenced to moderate. The next morning, 
Sept. II, we got underway, & passing out between Great & 
Little Tschantar, stood across to Cape Muchtochija, where 
night over took us. Running on to the Ed. we were up with 
Reineke Is, in the morning, & from there we traced the shore 
closely to the entrance of the Gulf of Saghalien, On the 73th 
while standing into the Gulf, we overhauled a Russian Launch 
& learned from an officer on board of her that there was un- 
doubtedly a passage through to the Gulf of Tartary, since all 
these vessels had passed through it from Cartusbury to the 
Amour where they now were, & he tvas then bound into the 
river himself. He also mentioned that a schooner had circum- 
navigated Saghalien, stating however that the channel was 
narrow & in some places had only 1 6 feet of water in it. On 
learning that wc wished to go into the river, he said that the 
season was too late to do much then, that the middle of Sep- 
tember (old style) was the latest period that the navigation 
of the gulf was considered safe. I gave some ^veight to his 
opinion, as he had been living for 5 years at “Petrosky,*’ situ- 
ated just at the entrance of the Gulf. We were then in 5 
fath v^ter with the breakers close aboard to the Sd. & an 
extensive line of Breakers to the Nd. seeming to reach all the 
way to the Saghalien shore, which was seen in the distance 
to the Ed. Under the land to the Ed. we dtscov'ered an Amer- 
ican vessel, & believing that we could float where she did, I 
pushed on for her. She proved to be the Barque “Palmetto” 
from San Francisco, bound into the Amour. She had been 
there ten days trying to get in. Having a pilot & being assisted 
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by a number oE Russian Naval boats. \Vc were taken for an 
English vessel & all the boats left her as we approached, but 
on our hoisting a while flag they returned, and as soon as the 
Russian officers understood who vre were & that we wished to 
go into the river, an officer was despatched to inform the 
Admiral. At the same time they recommended that I should 
not attempt the passage until an answer was received, which 
they said they expected back the next evening. This 1 readily 
agreed to & accordingly anchored near the Palmetto in 3 and 
H faths just in the mouth of the Gulf, or more properly 
the jtraits. On board of the Palmetto 1 saw a chart of the 
straits, but the "Russians were much annoyed at my having 
got hold of it, & after my visit it disappeared. This chart 
showed a channel passing directly through the straits having 
a branch from each entrance leading to the mouth of the 
Amour. A wide bar just opposite the mouth of the river with 
only i6 feet of water on it obstructed the main channel which 
in other parts had a depth of from 4 to 12 faths & was gener- 
ally about a mile & a half wide. The branches also had their 
bars, & all the space between the channels was filled with 
banks & extensive flats. 

Sept. I4&thc morning of the 15th were employed in sound- 
ing: which showed us that we were in a narrow channel, & 
with sand Banks on each side of us. While I was away in the 
morning 1 noticed a couple of Russian boats come down the 
river and the Palmetto get under way, but soon after she 
suddenly anchored again. It seemed that they had started 
expecting to run down in the main channel, but finding that 
they were steering directly onto the bank, they had anchored 
just in time to save grounding. On my return I found that the 
Captrin of a Corvette had arrived & called on me. I therefore 
immediately returned his visit on board the Palmetto. From 
him 1 learned that the Officer could not get back before the 
evening of the 17th & the Admiral had gone up the river 
some distance, which might make it still longer before I heard 
from him. This officer had been told that I wished to get a 

i 149 3 



copy of the chart of the straits, but he said it was impossible 
to let me have it, as it was a secret. I now gave up entirely 
the idea of making the passage through the Straits, for from 
what 1 had seen & all that I could learn, I was satisfied that in 
order to accomplish any useful results we should have to de- 
vote more time to it than we could afford to do then. Little or 
no aid could be expected from the Russians, even if they 
granted permission for us to go into the Amour, as I should be 
obliged to find the channel with my own boats: which in such 
shoal water, the slightest rough weather would prevent any- 
thing being done. Moreover I deemed the object to be gained 
incommensurate with the risk of the vessel among those shoals 
during the coming Equinox. Having come to this conclusion I 
believed that we could not leave the Gulf too soon, for the 
Barometer had commenced falling, with thick weather com- 
ing on, So that one days delay might cause our detention until 
bad weather set in. I therefore wrote a letter to Rear Admiral 
Zavoika Commander in Chief of the Russian Naval forces at 
the Amour, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, & on the 
26th of September we sailed. It was fortunate we delayed no 
longer, for though we had the short passage of 33 days our 
bread all gave out before we got in, all the rice & beans we had 
were unfit for issue, & the flour would have lasted only a few 
da>^ longer, so that ft was with high satisfaction that we made 
the land on the 1 8th of October, fSc got in that night. 

In this I have endeavored to give you a summary account of 
our cruise, but I shall soon make a more detailed report of our 
work. Mr. Hartman has labored hard & will soon now be able 
to bring up everything, but from the nature of our work he 
has been so constantly employed in sketching on the shore that 
it was impossible for him to keep up the plotting at the same 
time. I am under the necessity of reporting that this vessel 
will require a good deal of work done to her before she can 
be fitted for another cruise. In the first place the boilers leak 
badly 8c will require to be lifted or taken out, so as to get at the 
bottom part of them, there not being space enough to work 
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between them & the put.!"- 

will have to be made, & the propc 'Y\ycn the vessel 

water is leaking between the casing ^ 

herself leaks, so as not only to ma . ‘ ^.^gyi^rly 3 times 
deck uncomfortable, hut to require p P . j leakage 

a day ft if blowing fresh Sres^^^ 

has been prinapally dunng the las ^ Knees: her ex- 

that it is mainly owing to her want of p P 
treme length causing her to twist herself, & Mork very m 

■'"iSon I beg to -mmend imth ofem . C.W .0 

your favorable notice, for their constant exertions 
arduous a cruise. ^ Respectfully 

Your Obt. Svt. 


To Lieut. John Rodgers 
Comdg. Expedition to 
North Pacific &c &c. 
U.S.S. Vincennes 
San Francisco. 


H. K. Stevens 
Lt. Comdg. 




U.S. Steamer John Hancock 
Navy Yard 
Marc Island 

[Commander RodgerO N”'''™'’" '^55- 

*’"khcr occupations have prevented my finishing my hydro- 
graphical repmt, but 1 deem it expedient to make known to 
you as soon as possible some of the particular wants of our 
Mercantile and Whaling marine, which have strack me dur- 
ing the cruise, but which my limited time forced me to leave 

“"r'iStlfenTit is highly important that the Kurile islands 
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should be well examined, as the Whalers not only pusi 
through the first available passage in the spring, but return ii 
July to criiize along the Western side of the group. 

They report that the Southern islands are very incorrectly 
charted and that some of them are as much as a degree furthei 
to the Eastrd than the charts plaa them. Two whale ships wen 
lost in the north end of Ouroup this spring, having sighted 
the Southern end of the island the day before, and steering as 
they thought, to clear every thing. 

For the same reasons, the North side of “Jesso,” or Mats- 
mai, requires to be surveyed, and if possible, a port in that 
neighbourhood opened for our whalers, who pass along its 
shores in July, and would be able to supply themselves with 
a few refreshments that could not be found on the Kam- 
tschatka coast, which is their next cruising ground. Secondly, 
Both the approaches to the River “Amour” require a good 
examination, and the river itself visited, not so much for the 
purpose of surveying its channel which would be useless, as it 
is subject to constant changes, but to obtain information with 
regard to the resources of the country and the wants of the 
people, for I am persuaded that a useful commerce may be 
established in provisions and other necessaries with that place. 
And it will be one of the links in our Japanese and Chinese 
trade, for whatever the fertility of the soil on the banks of the 
Amour or its tributaries, it will avail little to the Russians 
through want of laborers for sometime to come, and every 
thing may be more cheaply obtained from our country than 
from the interior of Russia, thus that country producing noth- 
ing to make a return cargo, would supply money, which in a 
few days would be laid out to advantage in Japan, or if pre- 
ferred, in China. 

San Francisco is particularly interested in this, and through 
San Frandsco, all our country. 

Thirdly: Our whalers require a more particular survey of 
the bays to the Southed of the Tshanfu Islands and of the 
islands themselves. I was lead to believe that the Russian 
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ch.rtsoHhes.pl.ces .-ere 

gation showed that there wos much yet “ ^ ^ ^ 

®^Our Whalers have heretofore 
so much on their own resources and h 

into so many unknown ™ters that they hartUyjea^^ 

advantage of good charts, but i * ^ once their 

which they could recognize the laiid anU 

position, it would soon be appreaatc . to'them 

Latitude and Longitu e a jj-j^o^ledge of the coast line 
while on cruising ground than a kn , ° . for much 

and of the bottom, with a correct idea of the »rrents, tor mucn 

of the time they are close along the ^^“te 

among ice. so Lt few observatiom “ken, and they 

to trust for their safety to the lead and l°<=k-out 

Among the Tshantu Islands the bottom is so had ,n some 
places that two anchors with lOO fathoms 
haveheen found insufficient to hold a f ^ “ic 

sky, an anchor let go in a blow can 

sinks so deeply in a kind of qutends Still there are places 

where good anchorage can be had. ,no,r,'Klnnd 

Fourthly,ThereisabaysituatedaboutLat. 59 to 

Long, 145 ” 45' E. according to the Euss.an Charts. is 

reported to possess a harbour, and be frequented by Whales, 

but our Whalers know very little of It. Tnm.lr 

Further surveys are also required in the G Jfs of Jtutt^k. 
Jijiginsk, and Penjinsfc. It is also highly desirable to have *e 
Wver Solsha, and harbour of Bokharetsk, situated about ^t 
ca" rn' N and 1 c6° E, examined. I find no plan of it among 
L lussia'n chartl and as our Whaleis seek the Right Whale 
in that neighbourhood in the last part of the season, a knowl- 
edge of the harbour might be useful to 

All this work can only be done efficiently by a steamer 
Lastly. I would suggest to our Government the eiyediency of 
having a Consular Agent at the Rmsian port of Ayan, to re- 
side there at least during the Whaling season. ^ 

Over one hundred of our vessels are cruising in that vian- 
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ity every’ year, and perhaps two thirds of them look in at 
Ayan. These vessels are peculiarly liable to accident from the 
many dangers they encounter, while in case of damage, Ayan 
is the only place within a long distance at which succour can 
be had. Last y'car several vessels availed themselves of that 
friendly port to repair injuries that might have caused their 
loss, but for the timely aid they rewived. 

The Russian Fur Company, have a Hospital there too, into 
which arrangements might be made to have seamen admitted, 
where they would have Wnd attention, and many comforts, 
instead of languishing for months, and months, as they do 
now, on board of their vessels, without the aid of a doctor. 
Some special law should also require a Captain to land his 
sick men if they require it, for without that, the interest of the 
voyage will often outweigh the interest of humanity . . , . 


To Lieut. John Rodgers. 
Comdg. Expedition to 
North Pacific, &c. 

U.S. Ship Vincennes, 


H. K. Stevens 

Lieut. Comdg. 


U.S. Ship Vincennes 
San Francisco 
October J9th, 1855 

List of Charts made by the U.S. Surveying Expedn. to the 
North Pacific Ocean ectr since last April and at present, ready 
to be sent home or in preparation. 
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I. Finished or nearly so: 


I. Harbor of Simoda I. . 
a. “ « Hakodadi 

3. Harbor of Petropaulawski 

and the Bay of Awatska' 
with the adjoining coast of 
Kamschatka. 

4. St. Lawrence Bay inBehrings 

Straits. 

5. Herald Island in the Arctic 

Ocean, 


6. S.W, S. and S.E. Coast of 

Formosa. 

7. Part of the East Coast of 

Formosa. 

8. The Amakarlma Group near 

Loo Choo. 

9. Montgommery Islands, near 

Loo Choo. 
to. Parts of Ouslma. 

11. Fatsisio Island ectr, Japan. 

12. Coast from Simoda to Hedi, 

Japan. 

13. Straits of Sangar between 

Niphon and jesso. 


BV THE U.s. 
SHIP 

VTNCENNES 


BY THE 
STEAMER 
JOHN HANCOCK, 


n. In preparation, 

14. Straits of Leniavine (Behr- » 

in^ Sts.) / BY THE 

15 . Behrings Straits. v vincennes 

16. Arctic Sea. ' 

17. West Coast of Jesso, Japan, 

by the Hancodc. 
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III. There remains to be plotted: 

1 8. Loo-Choo, from original 

work .and information pro- 
cured. 

19. Additions to the Chain of Is- 

lands between Loo Choo 
and Ousima. 

20. West Coast of Ousima with 

three harbors and additions 
to the East Coast. 

21. Additions to the chain of Is- 

lands between Ousima & 
Kiusiu. 

22. East Coast of Niphon by the 

Launch oFTitE Vincennes. 

23. West Coast of Kiusiu and 

Niphon. 

24. East Coast of Jesso. 

25. Aleutian Group and Schou- 

magin Island OY the 
Cooper. 

26. West Coast of St. Lawrence 

Island DY THE Vincennes. 

27. South Side of 'the Straits of 

La Perouse. 

28. Cape Arniva& adjacent coast, 

North side of Straits of La 
Perouse. 

29. West Coast of Kamschatka. 

30. North shore of the Sea of 

Ochotsk. 

31. S.W. & South Part of Sea of 

Ochotsk. 

32. Northern approaches to the 

River Amour. 


UY THE 
VINCENNES 
AND THE 
FENIMORE 
COOPER 


BY THE 
COOPER 


BY THE 

JOHN 

HANCOCK 


Very Respectfully, 


John Rodgers 

Commanding U.S. Surv. E:^dn.to the North Padfic Ocean 
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U.S.ShipVinccnnts,_ 

Marc Island Navy ^ard. Cal.. 
[Sccrcury Dobbin] Dcccnsbcr 3rd. 1855. 

scarcely know how to write in relation to a fear, which as 
1 do not taow that it has any founda^on, seems rather to 
address your private ear than your offeal one. 

I had the honor to send you from P j 

charts of our work. I have not heard anyth-ng of them. 1 
apprehend that they may have fallen mto the hands of Capt. 

’^"A^oitrmation of this apprehension would be so great an 

evil to me that 1 loose my equammuy m ^ ‘ 

These charts were the fruits of many month s labor under 
circumstances which 1 regarded as d.fficult. To me they smo 
in place of other proof that 1 was not unworthy “E the honor 

1 might receive from you, “f her ^ 

have not the good fortune to admire Cap . Ringgold, aitn=r 
his morals or in his intellect. It is doubtless because I do not 

'"My“; then of his character, and my ^owledge 
;hat L hears me illwill, suggest fears which I hope he 

incapable of deserving. . „ .i.„ 

Nothing but necessity would compel me to ‘he means 
which 1 may have to prevent his fashioning my ^bm • I vvrote 
a letter in answer to his applications for the Caspar Straits 
work, which after several days deliberation I am induced to 
supress, in the hope that he does not receive the papers of 

the Expedition and prepare their contents. 

To you the matter of his letter appep trivial, yet your 
philosophy will tell, having been earnest m making them, it is 
most natural 1 should be earnest in their preservation. 

I hope you may deem my earnestness even not ungraceful; 
since I have succeeded to the position I hold under your aus- 
pices, and zeal is a necessary foundation to active merit ; so far 
it is commendable. 
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When you receive those charts, Jet me beg that you wIJl 
hand them over to the Bureau of Hydrography, to be pre- 
pared by Lieutenant Maury of the National Observatory. 

I have the honor to be 

Yourobdt servt, 

(signed) John Rodgers 

Comd^, Surveying Expedition 

Honorable James C. Dobbin 
Secretary of the Navy 
Washington, D.C. 


Again Commander Rodgers UTote to his superior from San Fran- 
cisco on January 26, 1856, saying that he was ordering Lieutenant 
John M. Brooke to Washington for scientific work connected with 
preparing materials which had been collected by the expedition. Lieu- 
tenant Brooke received his instructions on the s.ame day. As recounted 
in the introduction, this scienust worked at the Naval Ohservatory 
from March to October, 1856. Then, still under orders from Com- 
mander Rodgers, he prepared to assume command of the femmore 
Cooper and of that unfinished phase of the expedidon, the charting of 
a prospective steamship route between the Golden Gate and Chin-n’s 
commercial coast. This was accomplished in 1858, and thus the major 
objectives of the Unrted States Surveying Expedition to the North 
Pacific Ocean were completed. 


Nav)’ Department” 
December 5th 1855. 

Sir, 

The fund appropriated by Congress for the Survey of 
Behrings Straits, North Pacific Ocean and Ch ina Seas has Jong 
since been exhausted} You state that the vessels under your 
command are short of the number of officers necessary for you 
to carr)' out successfully your future plans of Sun-ey— to sup- 
ply the officers you desire (even if they were available) would 
involve the Department in a great expense. From these con- 
siderations and the fact that you have executed so well the 

»* "nij* Iwi-f )■» JO foun J lit ConBdetithl Lrttfrj, .Vo. 1. rchruarr 1. «»<I. 
toOrtober 1 ?, »»J7 (MS). ^ 
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Surveys which were specially authorized by CongresSj the De- 
partment is induced to put an end to the Expedition. 

It is considered unnecessary to bring the Fenimore Cooper 
to the Atlantic Coast. You will therefore transfer her officers 
Crew and stores (if any) to the Vincennes and you will turn 
the vessel over to the Yard. You will then with the Vincennes 
proceed to New York by such route as you may deem advis- 
able informing the Department by the course of mall of your 
intentions. 

1 avail myself of this occasion to assure you of my high 
appreciation of the energy and industry displayed by yourself 
and officers and of the Successful manner in which you have 
performed your duties. Make known to the officers and crew 
also this favorable opinion of the Department. 

I am respectfully, 

Your Obt Servt, 

J. C. Dobuin 

Comr John Rodgers 

Commg U.S. North Pacific Expedition &c., 

San Francisco, Cal. 



U.S. Ship Vincennes 
San Francisco, California 

[Secretary Dobbin] January 29th 1856. 

Sir! 

X have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of December 5th, containing the announcement of your satis- 
faction at our efforts, and assuring me to make it known to the 
officers and crew. 

An expression of Official Satisfaction is very dear to the 
heart of a Naval man, His Chief is to him the fountain of 
honor, and the hope of winning approbation, cheers him in 
hours of difficulty or privation. 

It has been with a sentiment of . . . military pride that your 
enconium has been read at "General Muster.” 
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I have determined in using the discretion you have so 
kindly given, to return to the Atlantic by the way of Cape 
Horn. 

An island has been reported to lie in Latitude 40° 40' N, 
and in about Longitude 1 50®, 50' West. The report wears an 
appearance of authenticity. Should it accldentily contain a 
harbor, its examination before it has been landed upon or taken 
possession of may have political importance. In any case it is 
of consequence to know of its position. The probability is that 
this Island has no harborj it is possible that it has a fine one. 
We shall look for it. 

From the Sandwich Islands we shall proceed South, touch- 
ing at Otaheite, Thence on a Great Circle round Cape Horn 
and probably touching at Rio Janeiro, make the best of our 
way to New York. 

In our passage through the Dangerous Archipelago, our 
observations will not be without interest for commerce. 

Little afterwards remains, except meteorological observa- 
tions and deep sea soundings. 

It is perhaps to be regretted that circumstances have ren- 
dered it inexpedient to survey the route to China immedi- 
ately. Its importance is in my opinion very great. A proper 
survey would, by pointing out the position of real dangers 
and by crossing imaginary ones from the Chart, enable the 
navigator to sail boldly where he now passes with great anx- 
iety, and under reduced sail. 

I think that the Pacific Rail Road, and Steamers to China, 
will turn the tide of commerce this way.*® We shall carry to 
Europe their teas and silk, from New York. I believe that this 
result is inevitable; and I also think the time of its attainment 
will be shortened by accelerating as for as possible the passage 
to China. 

The results are so vast as to dazzle sober calculation ; and 
In gazing at so gorgeous a future, I may readily have over 

**The trans-continental railroad wa» completed in 18695 ® trani-Pacific 
steamship line was first inau^rated in tt 6 j, 
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\’alued the importance of a sun'cy which is to accelerate its 
coming. 

By far the greater part of the Charts in use by navigators 
have been made by the English. Wc^ through California, in- 
herit the trade of the Pacificj for wc arc the only nation upon 
it which cultivates foreign commerce. In the Pacific we can 
scarcely hope that the English will make charts, from which 
we must reap so much more ad^’antage than they. Self interest 
would rather counsel their putting an impassable barrier, were 
it possible, between our country and China. 

I hold then, that the route to China must be surv'eyed by 
the United States. The outlay can not be avoided. 

In saying thus much, 1 hope you will consider me as giving 
an opinion derived from studying the hydrographic problem, 
Ex officio submitted to me. My sense of its importance has 
been quickened by seeing the wonderful energy of California, 
and her progress under its Infiuence. 

I have the honor to be 

Very Respectfully 
Your Obedient Servant, 

John Rodgers 

Commanding U.S. Surveying Expe- 
dition to the North Pacific Ocean, &c. 

Honorable James C. Dobbin, 

Secretary of the Navy, 

Washington, D.C. 
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